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The May report for the Tentative Schedule of Significant NPDES Permits, WDRs, and 
Actions and the attachments noted on page 1 are included at the end of the report. 

Part A – San Diego Region Staff Activities 

1. Personnel Report 
Staff Contact: Lori Costa 

The Organizational Chart of the San Diego Water Board can be viewed at 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/about_us/org_charts/orgchart.pdf 
 
Recent Hires 
Sheila Christine McQuaid-Moran, a Staff Services Analyst, began working on April 23, 2012, in 
the Business Services Support Unit.  She comes to the San Diego Water Board with 10 years of 
analytical experience.  She previously worked as a Workers’ Compensation Insurance 
Technician with State Compensation Insurance Fund in San Diego. 
 
Departures 
Catherine Henning, a Water Resource Control Engineer in the Monitoring Assessment and 
Research Unit, left state service on April 4, 2012.  She started work with the San Diego Water 
Board as a Student Assistant five years ago.  She set a goal and plans to dedicate her time and 
energies to reconnecting with the food, water, and energy systems required for our survival, to 
make sustainability a real and easy option for everyone. 
 
Recruitment 
Recruitment is ongoing for Water Resource Control Engineer and Senior Engineering Geologist.  
We hope to announce appointments for those positions in May or June. 
 
Follow this link to see the announcements.  
http://www.spb.ca.gov/employment/wvpos_index.htm. 
 
Vacant positions for the State and Regional Boards are also posted on the State Board web page 
at http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/about_us/employment/. 

2. Southern California Wetlands Recovery Project 
Staff Contact: Bruce Posthumus 
The Board of Governors of the Southern California Wetlands Recovery Project (WRP) met on 
April 26, 2012 in Los Angeles.  Chair Grant Destache and executive officer Dave Gibson 
represent the San Diego Water Board on the Board of Governors. 
 
At its April 26 meeting, the WRP Board of Governors: 

• Adopted the 2012 WRP Work Plan; 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/about_us/org_charts/orgchart.pdf
http://www.spb.ca.gov/employment/wvpos_index.htm
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/about_us/employment/
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• Directed the WRP Wetlands Managers Group to request proposals for additional projects 
to be added to the WRP Work Plan; 

• Directed the WRP Wetlands Managers Group to develop an in-lieu fee program for 
funding projects on the WRP Work Plan; and 

• Discussed how to ensure adequate and stable funding for a regional wetlands assessment 
program. 

 
The San Diego Water Board is one of a number of state and federal agencies that are part of the 
WRP.  The WRP works cooperatively with local governments, businesses, non-profit 
organizations, scientists, and other stakeholders to protect and restore coastal, riparian, and other 
wetlands in coastal watersheds of southern California, from Point Conception to the Mexican 
border. 
 
The WRP Work Plan consists of a vetted list of projects for (a) acquisition of wetlands for 
protection and restoration, (b) wetlands restoration planning and design, and (c) on-the-ground 
wetlands restoration.  WRP participating agencies work to obtain funding and provide other 
support for development and implementation of projects on the WRP Workplan. 
 
The Board of Governors (made up of high level representatives of participating agencies) is the 
decision-making body of the WRP.  The WRP Science Advisory Panel (made up of scientists 
with wetlands expertise) and the WRP Wetlands Managers Group (made up of staff from 
participating agencies) advise the Board of Governors.  Bruce Posthumus represents the San 
Diego Water Board on the Wetlands Managers Group.  The California Coastal Conservancy 
provides staffing for the WRP.  
 
The WRP website (which is not up-to-date) is at: http://www.scwrp.org/index.htm. 

http://www.scwrp.org/index.htm
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Part B – Significant Regional Water Quality Issues 

1. South Bay International Wastewater Treatment Plant April 4, 2012, 
Sewage Spill 

Staff Contact: Chantry Davis and Ben Neill  
At midnight on April 4, 2012, a software problem with the newly installed control system caused 
the influent pump station at the International Boundary and Water Commission’s (IBWC) South 
Bay International Water Treatment Plant (IWTP) to shut down, which resulted in a 2 million 
gallon spill of raw sewage to the Tijuana River. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The IWTP treats wastewater originating from Tijuana, Mexico to minimize or prevent pollution 
and contamination of the Tijuana River, the Tijuana River Valley and Estuary, and south San 
Diego beaches. The “programmable logic controller” failure at the IWTP headworks pump 
station was reportedly not noticed until the shift operator made his routine rounds at 
approximately 3 AM.  No alarms occurred, as the alarms were tied to the new control system. 
During the 3 hours that the headworks pump station was off line, flow filled the wet well and 
backed up to the 18 inch Stewart’s Drain collector line, and flowed “uphill” into Stewart’s Drain 
and the Tijuana River. Once the problem was discovered, the operator contacted authorities in 
Mexico and asked that all sewage flow be diverted to the City of Tijuana’s collection system 
until a resolution could be found. 

Figure 1: Tijuana River upstream of Dairy Mart Road Bridge. April 5, 2012 
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IBWC also asked Mexico to shut down their Tijuana River Diversion Pump Station that usually 
diverts secondary effluent quality river water to the IWTP, in order to maintain adequate 
pumping capacity with the damaged IWTP headworks pumps.  Mexico will not resume operation 
of the River Diversion System until it is certain that IWTP headworks capacity is fully restored.  
For this reason, there will be flow in the Tijuana River continuing for some days to come. 
 
When the headworks pump station control program failed, water backed up in the wet well 
approximately 10 feet, flooding the influent pumps and motors.  Water rose almost to the vents 
on top of the motors.  Two of the influent pumps (No. 1 and No. 6) remain operational, though 
there is no standby pump, and it cannot be determined how long the two pumps will operate.  
Veolia Water North America (Veolia), the contracted operator of the IWTP,  is hastening to 
change oil on the pumps (No 3, No 5 and No 6 completed), and has begun removing pump 
motors to have them cleaned and “baked” and returned to service. It may take weeks to complete 
this process, depending on the level of damage done to the motors.  In the interim, Veolia will be 
able to maintain full operation of the IWTP with the two operating pumps. 
 
Currently the programmable logic controller has been reprogrammed to prevent a future failure 
and a tie between the controller and a standby has been made.  Also, an audible alarm has been 
installed on the wet well lever as another preventative measure to warn the operator of a failure. 
 
The San Diego Water Board was notified by Veolia about the spill at approximately 4 PM on 
April 4, 2012.  Veolia also notified Office of Emergency Services in Sacramento earlier.  The 
San Diego Water Board Core Regulatory Unit conducted an inspection of the facility on April 5, 
2012 and recommended that once full operation is restored, IBWC install an audible alarm 

Figure 2: Pump motors showing high water mark at vents on top of motors.  April 5, 2012 
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system in the headworks wet well that is independent of the computerized control system and 
that IBWC review all key alarm systems to determine if a similar “back up” independent alarm 
system is needed elsewhere. 

2. Update – Groundwater Cleanup, Former Ketema Facility, El Cajon 
Staff Contact: Brian McDaniel 
AMETEK Inc. is under a cleanup and abatement order to cleanup a chlorinated solvent plume in 
groundwater originating from the former Ketema Facility at 790 Greenfield Drive in El Cajon.  
The facility has been used since the 1950s for aerospace manufacturing.  Concentrations of 
solvents in groundwater are above drinking water standards in both on- and off-site wells.   
 
Since the last Executive Officer’s Report update in February 2011 AMETEK has installed six 
new monitoring wells along the western boundary of the site, implemented an in-well fluorescent 
dye tracer study, sampled and analyzed sub-slab soil vapor at the facility, and completed a pilot 
study of different remedial technologies to evaluate options for cleanup at the facility.  The new 
monitoring wells may also be used as groundwater extraction wells, as part of an interim 
remedial action.  The in-well fluorescent dyes tracer study will allow AMETEK to evaluate 
hydraulic connectivity along preferential groundwater flow pathways, and assess potential 
mechanisms for contaminant transport from the former Ketema Facility.  This study will take 
several months to complete.  Sub-slab soil vapor analytical samples were collected beneath 
buildings at the site.  Third quarter 2011 soil vapor samples indicated Trichloroethylene and 1,1-
Dichloroethylene detections were generally the same or lower than those observed during the 
previous sampling event in June 2011.  Tetrachloroethylene was detected at all sub-slab locations 
at levels the same or slightly higher than those observed during the previous event in June 2011.  
These concentrations remain below any health-based risk levels.  The pilot study involved 
biological and chemical oxidation testing in laboratory and field settings.  Testing results will be 
used to evaluate applicable remedial technologies that could be used at the facility to intercept 
polluted groundwater to eliminate or greatly reduce off-site groundwater migration. 
 
This year, AMETEK will construct and implement a full-scale groundwater extraction system 
which will utilize air stripping and ultraviolet oxidation to remove contaminants from 
groundwater at the facility.  Treated groundwater currently disposed to an on-site sewer system 
will be discharged to an infiltration gallery in the northeastern portion of the facility as a 
potential long term disposal option.  Other activities for 2012 include regular groundwater 
monitoring along with continued monitoring of tracer study wells. 
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3. Enforcement Actions for April 2012 
Staff Contact: Jeremy Haas 

During the month of April 2012, the San Diego Water Board initiated the following enforcement 
actions: 
 

April 2012 Enforcement Actions Number 

Expedited Payment Program for Mandatory Administrative Civil Liabilities 4 

Notice of Noncompliance with Storm Water Enforcement Act 1 

Staff Enforcement Letters 8 

Total 13 

 
A summary of recent regional enforcement actions is provided below.  Additional information on 
violations, enforcement actions, and mandatory minimum penalties is available to the public 
from the following on-line sources: 
 
State Water Board Office of Enforcement webpage at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/enforcement/. 
 
California Integrated Water Quality System (CIWQS) 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ciwqs/publicreports.shtml. 
 
State Water Board GeoTracker database: 
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/. 
 
Expedited Payment Program for Mandatory Administrative Civil Liabilities 
 
South Orange County Wastewater Authority (SOCWA), Coastal Treatment Plant 
Order No. R9-2012-0016 was issued on April 25, 2012, by the Executive Officer to endorse 
SOCWA’s participation in the Expedited Payment Program.  To resolve one effluent limitation 
violation of Order No. R9-2006-0055, SOCWA has agreed to pay the $3,000 mandatory 
minimum penalty required by Water Code section 13385.  The Order was issued after a 30-day 
public comment period during which no comments were received. 
 
South Orange County Wastewater Authority (SOCWA), Latham Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Order No. R9-2012-0023 was issued on April 25, 2012, by the Executive Officer to endorse 
SOCWA’s participation in the Expedited Payment Program.  To resolve one effluent limitation 
violation of Order No. R9-2006-0054, SOCWA has agreed to pay the $3,000 mandatory 
minimum penalty required by Water Code section 13385.  The Order was issued after a 30-day 
public comment period during which no comments were received. 
 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/enforcement/
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ciwqs/publicreports.shtml
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/
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City of San Diego, Point Loma Metropolitan Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Order No. R9-2012-0020 was issued on April 25, 2012, by the Executive Officer to endorse the 
City of San Diego’s participation in the Expedited Payment Program.  To resolve two effluent 
limitation violations of Order No. R9-2002-0025, the City of San Diego has agreed to pay the 
$6,000 mandatory minimum penalty required by Water Code section 13385.  The Order was 
issued after a 30-day public comment period during which no comments were received. 
 
Sea World San Diego 
Order No. R9-2012-0008 was issued on April 25, 2012, by the Executive Officer to endorse Sea 
World LLC’s participation in the Expedited Payment Program.  To resolve two effluent 
limitation violations of Order No. R9-2005-0091, Sea World, LLC has agreed to pay the $6,000 
mandatory minimum penalty required by Water Code section 13385.  The Order was issued after 
a 30-day public comment period during which no comments were received. 
 
Notice of Noncompliance with Storm Water Enforcement Act of 1998 
 
Angelica Health Care Services, San Diego 
A Notice of Noncompliance was sent on April 25, 2012, to Angelica Health Care Services for 
failure to enroll in the statewide General Industrial Storm Water Permit Order No. 97-03-DWQ.  
The Notice is the first to inform the discharger that, pursuant to Water Code section 
13399.30(a)(2), failure to enroll will subject it to mandatory penalties.  A second Notice will be 
sent after 30 days if the discharger fails to enroll.  If a Notice of Intent to enroll is not submitted 
within 30 days of the second Notice, the violation will be subject to a mandatory penalty of not 
less than $5,000 per year of noncompliance plus staff costs pursuant to Water Code section 
13399.33. 
 
Staff Enforcement Letters (SEL) 
 
Ariel Suites, L.P., Ariel Suites Construction Dewatering Project, San Diego 
An SEL was issued to the Ariel Suites, L.P., on April 9, 2012, for ten violations of the copper, 
nickel, tetrachloroethylene, total suspended solids, acute toxicity, and chronic toxicity effluent 
limitations in Order No. R9-2007-0034 that occurred in March 2012.  Most of the violations are 
subject to mandatory minimum penalties of $3,000 each pursuant to Water Code sections 
13385(h) and (i). 
 
Whispering Palms Community Services District, Encinitas 
An SEL was issued to the Whispering Palms Community Services District on April 10, 2012, for 
two violations of the 30-day average discharge specification for total dissolved solids in Order 
No. 94-80 that occurred in January and June 2011. 
 
All Seasons RV Park and Campground, Escondido 
An SEL was issued to All Seasons RV Park and Campground on April 17, 2012, for two 
violations of the daily maximum discharge specifications for total suspended solids and boron in 
Order No. 94-05 that occurred in June 2011. 
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Carlsbad Municipal Water District, Water Recycling Facility 
An SEL was issued to the Carlsbad Municipal Water District on April 10, 2012, for seven 
violations of the daily maximum effluent limitation for manganese in Order No. 2001-0352 that 
occurred in October and November 2011. 
 
Oak Tree Ranch, Inc., Community Wastewater Treatment and Disposal Facility 
An SEL was issued to Oak Tree Ranch, Inc. on April 17, 2012, for one violation each of the 
daily maximum and 12-month average discharge specifications for total nitrogen in Order No. 
R9-2007-0046 that occurred in February and August 2011. 
 
San Diego Zoo Safari Park, Sewage Treatment Plant 
An SEL was issued to the San Diego Zoo Safari Park on April 3, 2012, for one violation of the 
daily maximum effluent limitation for biochemical oxygen demand in Order No. 99-04 that 
occurred in December 2011. 
 
Skyline Ranch Country Club, Wastewater Treatment Plant 
An SEL was issued to the Skyline Ranch Country Club on April 10, 2012, for eight violations of 
discharge specifications in Order No. R9-2005-0258 that occurred between January 2010 and 
December 2011.  Violated specifications include the 12-month and daily maximum limits for 
total nitrogen and iron and the 12-month average limit for methylene blue activated substances. 
 
Southern California Edison, San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station 
An SEL was issued to Southern California Edison on April 20, 2012, for eight late reporting 
violations of Orders No. R9-2005-0005 and R9-2005-0006 that occurred in February 2012. 

4. Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification Actions 
Taken from January to March 2012 (Attachment B-4) 

Staff Contact: Chiara Clemente 

Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) requires that any person applying for a federal 
permit which may result in a discharge of pollutants into waters of the United States obtain a 
water quality certification that the specific activity complies with all applicable state water 
quality standards, limitations, requirements, and restrictions.  The most common federal permit 
that requires a 401 Certification is a CWA Section 404 permit, most often issued by the Army 
Corps of Engineers, for the placing of fill (sediment, rip rap, concrete, pipes, etc.) in waters of 
the U.S. (i.e. Ocean, bays, lagoons, rivers and streams). 
 
Upon receipt of a complete 401 Certification application, the San Diego Water Board may either 
certify the project or deny certification, with or without prejudice.  In cases where there are 
impacts to waters of the U.S., the San Diego Water Board may issue a conditional certification.  
The certification can be either in the form of a conditional certification document approved by 
the Executive Officer, or Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) adopted by the San Diego 
Water Board.  In the case where a federal permit is not required because impacts have been 
determined to be only to waters of the State, the San Diego Water Board may adopt WDRs.  
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Table B-2 (attached) contains a list of actions taken during the months of January, February, and 
March 2012. 
 
Starting in July 2011, some revisions have been made to the reporting tables.  In an attempt to 
measure Tier 4 (Environmental) outcomes related to this program, the first page of the report 
now includes a table that summarizes the total impacts to jurisdictional waters, and proposed 
mitigation, for the individual months and quarter.  The resulting information, however, remains 
an imprecise measure of the actual conditions.  For example, the data can be skewed depending 
on what is considered “self-mitigating” and how mitigation is categorized (i.e. establishment, 
restoration, or enhancement).   More importantly, the data relies on the assumption that all the 
mitigation required is implemented and successful, and does not take into consideration any 
additional impacts resulting from illegal fill activities.  The San Diego Water Board will continue 
to evaluate more precise methods of reporting actual Tier 4 outcomes, in this and other 
programs. 
 
Public notification of pending 401 Water Quality Certification applications can be found on the 
San Diego Water Board’s web site at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/water_issues/programs/401_certification/index.shtml .  
Certifications issued since January 2008 can also be found on our web site at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/water_issues/programs/401_certification/401projects.s
html. 
 
For a complete list of State-issued general orders, please refer to 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/generalorders.shtml. 

Part C – Statewide Issues of Importance to the San Diego Region 

1. Policy for Wetland Area Protection and Dredge and Fill Permitting 
Staff Contact:  Chiara Clemente 
The State Water Board released a preliminary draft of the “Water Quality Control Policy for 
Wetland Area Protection and Dredge and Fill Permitting” (Draft Policy) on March 9, 2012 for 
public review.  The Draft Policy is available at 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/docs/wrapp/policy_draft.pdf. 
 

The purpose of the Draft Policy is to: 
 
• Bring a uniform regulatory approach between the California Water Boards and other 

permitting agencies by establishing procedures and criteria for the application, review, 
and approval of permits to discharge dredge or fill material to federal and non-federal 
waters of the State; 
 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/water_issues/programs/401_certification/index.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/water_issues/programs/401_certification/401projects.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/water_issues/programs/401_certification/401projects.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/generalorders.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/docs/wrapp/policy_draft.pdf
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• Achieve no overall net loss and a long-term net gain in the quantity, quality, and diversity 
of waters of the State, including wetlands; and 
 

• Provide a common framework for wetland and riparian area monitoring and assessment 
to inform regulatory decisions, and ensure consistency with statewide environmental 
reporting programs. 

 
The Draft Policy establishes a definition of wetlands based on the presence of hydrology and 
hydrophytic soils that recognizes the diversity of wetlands in the State created by the varied 
climate, geology, and cultural influences.  The Draft Policy also defines a statewide methodology 
for determining the boundaries of wetland areas using methods described in three federal 
documents referred to as “1987 Manual and Supplements.” 
 
The Draft Policy provides that California Water Boards will use a 3-level monitoring and 
assessment framework endorsed by the California Water Monitoring Council, to evaluate 
progress towards meeting the State’s “No-Net-Loss Policy” for wetlands including tracking the 
number of acres, and linear feet (where appropriate) of waters filled and of waters created by 
compensatory mitigation projects. The Draft Policy also includes procedures applicable to 
discharges of dredged or fill material that provide an approach to evaluate avoidance and 
minimization of project impacts and determine compensatory mitigation requirements for losses 
of aquatic resources. 
 
The State Water Board will be scheduling workshops, and receiving public comments on the 
Draft Policy in the upcoming months.  For more information and up-to-date notifications, 
interested parties can subscribe to the lyris e-mail list on the “Wetland and Riparian Area 
Protection Policy” at 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/email_subscriptions/swrcb_subscribe.shtml. 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/email_subscriptions/swrcb_subscribe.shtml
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APPENDED TO EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 
 



DATE OF REPORT
May 1, 2012

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
SIGNIFICANT NPDES PERMITS, WDRS, AND ACTIONS

OF THE SAN DIEGO WATER BOARD

    

 13 5/1/2012 8:55 AM

Action Agenda Item Action Type Draft 
Complete

Written Comments 
Due

Consent 
Item

June 13, 2012
San Diego Water Board Office

Storm Water Capture Opportunities (Walsh) Information Item NA NA NA

Information Item on the Regional Strategic Monitoring Framework 
(Posthumus/Busse) Information Item 25% NA NA

Waste Discharge Requirements, Jonas Salk Elementary School 
(Monji) New WDRs 90% 18-Apr-12 Yes

NPDES Permit Amendment for the City of Oceanside Brine 
Discharge from the San Luis Rey Treatment Plant to the Oceanside 

Ocean Outfall (Lim)
Permit Amendment 100% 16-Apr-12 Yes

NPDES Permit Amendment for the Camp Pendleton Water 
Treatment Facility Brine Discharge to the Oceanside Ocean Outfall 

(Lim)
Permit Amendment 100% 16-Apr-12 Yes

Total Maximum Daily Load for Sediment to Los Penasquitos 
Lagoon (Loflen)

Hearing: Basin Plan 
Amendment 100% 2-Apr-12 No

Reissuance of  General Permit for Closed, Abandoned, Inactive 
Landfills (Grove)

Updated Waste 
Discharge 

Requirements
100% Mar. 14, 2012 No

New General Permit for Closed, Abandoned, Inactive Burn Sites 
(Grove)

New Waste 
Discharge 

Requirements
100% Mar. 14, 2012 No

Amendment Increasing Kinder Morgan Energy Partners Flow Rate 
of Treated Groundwater (Neill)

Permit Enrollment 
Amendment 50% 3-Apr-12 No

July 2012
No Meeting Scheduled

August 8, 2012
San Diego Water Board Office

Information Update on the State Water Board's Policy  for Onsite 
Wastewater Treatment Systems (Osibodu) Information Item NA NA NA

Information Update on Bight 2008 Monitoring Results (Haas) Information Item NA NA NA
New NPDES Permit for the Camp Pendleton Water Treatment 
Facility Brine Discharge to Sub-Surface Disposal at the Beach 

(Morris)
New NPDES Permit 10% TBD Yes

Rescission of Six WDRs for sand and gravel/asphalt batch concrete 
grinding facilities (Tobler ) WDRs Rescission 15% 30-Jun-12 Yes

Former Texaco and Former Shell Service Stations on Rancho Santa 
Fe Road, Driscoll's West Boat Repair, and South Bay Power Plant 

(Morris)
WDRs Rescission 100% 30-Jun-12 Yes

Administrative Civil Liability against City of Oceanside, Haymar 
Line Sanitary Sewer Overflow (Means)

Administrative Civil 
Liability 50% TBD No
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