PLAN & ASSESS COASTAL BEACHES

GROUP: CALIFORNIA COASTAL BEACHES
(Description) KEY STATISTICS FOR FY 2008-09

MEASURE: NUMBER AND DISTRIBUTION NUMBER OF BEACHES: 427
BEACH LENGTH MILES OF BEACHES: 631
BEACH DAYS SWIM SEASON SWIM SEASON BEACH MILE DAYS: 153,989

BEACH MILE DAYS SWIM SEASON

MESSAGE: Large number of beaches distributed along California coast.

MEASUREMENTS:
Region 1
) Numberof  Beachlength SWIM Season Numberof SWIM Season Number of EEEISNS 26,152
Region . i . . 33,875 10% .
Beaches Miles Potential Beach Days  Potential Beach Mile Days 22% Region 2
14,837
10%
1 67 117.1 11,863 16,182
2 76 78.7 14,144 14,837
3 106  121.8 25,246 29,446 Regions 10446
33,127 19%
4 84 74.6 29,170 26,521 22%
8 7 90.8 2,555 33,127 Regiona
9 93  148.0 20,501 33,875 =t
Total 433 630.9 103,478 153,989
BEACH LENGTH MILES 148
117 122 NUMBER OF BEACHES
79 75 )l -
106 03
— 84 g
67 76
7
1 2 3 4 8 9

WHAT THE MEASURE IS SHOWING:

California has 427 coastal beaches with a total extension of 631 miles distributed across six
hydrologic regions. These beaches provide a total of 153,989 beach mile days of use a year. The
data show that the average beach size in R8 is much larger than for the rest of the regions.
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WHY THIS MEASURE IS IMPORTANT:

California has some of the most popular beaches in the country. Over 150 million day visits are
generated by tourists and residents use them annually to swim, wade, surf, and dive. Beach
visitors spend over $10 billion each year in California. This measure shows the distribution of
beach miles that must be protected from potential sources of pollutants.

TECHNICAL CONSIDERATIONS:

e Data Source: Beach Watch Database. Period: July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009. Extracted in June
2009.

e Unit of Measure: Number of beaches (number), beach length (in miles), swim season number of
potential beach days (days), swim season number of potential beach mile days (beach mile
days).

e Data Definitions Number of beaches: The count of beaches as determined in the Beach Watch
database. Beach length: The sum of the length of every coastal beach. Swim season: April 1
through October 31. Number of potential beach days: the sum of all days a beach could be
open in a regular calendar year. Number of potential beach mile days: The result of multiplying
the length of each beach by the number of potential beach days.

e References: More information on the Beach program is available at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/beaches/

e Public reports and data are available at BEACH WATCH database:
http://beachwatch.waterboards.ca.gov/BeachWatch/index.jsp
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