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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING SESSION -- DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

SEPTEMBER 20, 2001

ITEM  8

SUBJECT
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR DESIGNEE TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE, AND AMEND CONTRACTS WITH THE SANTA ANA WATERSHED PROJECT AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR THE ARUNDO REMOVAL PROGRAM PROJECT FROM THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA INTEGRATED WATERSHED PROGRAM ESTABLISHED IN THE COSTA-MACHADO WATER ACT OF 2000 (2000 BOND ACT)

DISCUSSION

The 2000 Bond Act included the Southern California Integrated Watershed Program (SCIWP) (Water Code sections 79104.20 through 79104.34) which includes $235 million for projects for the Santa Ana River watershed.  Upon appropriation by the State Legislature to the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), the funds may be allocated to the Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority (SAWPA) for projects to rehabilitate and improve the Santa Ana River watershed.  On January 25, 2001, the SWRCB and SAWPA executed a local program management and administration contract that includes selection, funding, and management of projects in the SCIWP.  The 2000 Bond Act specifically identified funding for the following types of projects in Water Code section 79104.26:

1. Basin water banking.

2. Contaminant and salt removal through reclamation and desalting.

3. Removal of non-native plants and the creation of new open space and wetlands.

4. Programs for water conservation and efficiency and storm water capture and management.

5. Planning and implementation of a flood control program to protect agricultural operations and adjacent property and to assist in abating the effects of waste discharges into waters of the State.

SAWPA has requested that the SWRCB approve funding for the following project, which is consistent with the goals and objectives of the SCIWP.

Arundo Removal Program for the Santa Ana River

Project Description

The program will remove approximately 3,005 acres of the invasive non-native Giant reed (Arundo donax) and other exotic plant species, which crowd out and eventually eliminate native riparian vegetation from the Santa Ana River.  Since Arundo consumes approximately three times as much water as native riparian vegetation, its removal and replacement with native species will result in a significant increase in the quantity of water flowing in the River, will reduce salinity, and therefore will improve water quality.  Arundo and other exotic species will be cut by machinery or by hand, depending on terrain and presence of sensitive species.  Crews will apply approved herbicides after cutting and as needed thereafter to eliminate regrowth.  Biologists will monitor the altered areas to determine the effectiveness of the removal program.  (See attached map [Attachment].)

California Environmental Quality Act

A categorical exemption was filed and posted with the Orange County Clerk Recorder on August 3, 2001, based on Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, Chapter 3, Article 19, Section 15307 – Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of Natural Resources.

Funding Requirements

A total of $20,045,000 is requested from SCIWP funding based on a total project cost of $80,000,000.

POLICY ISSUE

Should the SWRCB authorize the Executive Director or designee to negotiate, amend, and execute contracts with SAWPA for funding the Arundo Removal Program for the Santa Ana River Watershed for a total of $20,045,000 from SCIWP?
FISCAL IMPACT
The total cost of the above project is $80,000,000.  SAWPA is requesting that $20,045,000 of these costs be financed with funds from the SCIWP.  The following table is a summary of the funding made available for SCIWP through the Fiscal Year 2000-01 State Budget Appropriation which is to be available for expenditure during the 2000-01, 2001-02, and 2002-03 Fiscal Years per Section 2 of the Budget Act of 2000.

	
	State Fiscal Year 2000-01

	Budget Allocation
	$133,000,000 

	Less State Treasurer finance charges (estimated at 3%)
	($3,990,000)

	Funds available for local assistance
	$129,010,000 

	
	

	Funds previously committed
	$49,960,426 

	Current balance
	$79,049,574 

	
	

	Requested Funding
	

	Arundo Removal Program for the Santa Ana River
	$20,045,000 

	
	

	
	

	Remaining balance if approved
	$59,004,574


RWQCB IMPACT
Yes, Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

That the SWRCB authorize the Executive Director or designee to negotiate, amend, and execute contracts with SAWPA for funding the Arundo Removal Program for the Santa Ana River Watershed for a total of $20,045,000 from SCIWP.
Note:  The attachment is not available electronically.  For copies, contact:

BG Tackett

Division of Water Quality

SWRCB

P.O. Box 944213

Sacramento, CA  94244-2130

(916) 322-3052 or FAX (916) 341-5470

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2001-

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR DESIGNEE

TO NEGOTIATE, EXECUTE, AND AMEND CONTRACTS

WITH THE SANTA ANA WATERSHED PROJECT AUTHORITY

TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR THE ARUNDO REMOVAL

PROGRAM PROJECT FROM THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

INTEGRATED WATERSHED PROGRAM ESTABLISHED IN THE

COSTA-MACHADO WATER ACT OF 2000 (2000 BOND ACT)

WHEREAS:

1. The 2000 Bond Act authorized $235 million for the Southern California Integrated Watershed Program (SCIWP) for projects to rehabilitate and improve the Santa Ana River watershed.

2. On January 25, 2001, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and Santa Ana River Watershed Project Authority (SAWPA) executed a local program management and administration contract that includes selection, funding, and management of projects in SCIWP.

3. The Arundo Removal Program for the Santa Ana River Project is consistent with the SCIWP goals of developing regional programs to address problems facing the watershed, to enhance native habitat along the Santa Ana River and its tributaries, and to improve water use efficiency.

4. Staff concurs with the categorical exemption filed with the Orange County Clerk Recorder based on Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, Chapter 3, Article 19, Section 15307 – Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of Natural Resources for the Arundo Removal Program for the Santa Ana River watershed.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

That the SWRCB authorizes the Executive Director or designee to negotiate, amend, and execute contracts with SAWPA for funding the Arundo Removal Program for the Santa Ana River Watershed for a total of $20,045,000 from SCIWP.
CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on September 20, 2001.





_____________________________________





Maureen Marché





Clerk to the Board
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