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BOARD MEETING SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

APRIL 25, 2002

ITEM  16

SUBJECT
CONSIDERATION OF AUTHORIZATION OF FUNDING FROM THE STATE WATER POLLUTION CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ACCOUNT FOR CONTRACT SUPPORT SERVICES FOR MONITORING WATER QUALITY IN CENTRAL VALLEY WATER BODIES THAT RECEIVE DISCHARGES FROM IRRIGATED LANDS

DISCUSSION

The Porter Cologne Water Quality Control Act (Act) requires any person who discharges or is proposing to discharge a waste that could affect the quality of waters of the State to submit a Report of Waste Discharge (ROWD) to the local Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board).  The Act also requires the Regional Board to prescribe waste discharge requirements (WDRs) for the discharge or proposed discharge.  The Regional Boards may waive either of these requirements where such a waiver is not against the public interest.  These waivers may be for an individual discharge or for a discharge type.  They are also conditional and may be terminated at any time by the Regional Board.  To implement this section of the Act, each Regional Board has adopted a waiver policy that lists the types of discharges that may be waived.

Senate Bill 390 (SB 390), signed by Governor Davis on October 6, 1999, modified the waiver provisions in the Act (Water Code section 13269) and requires each Regional Board to review the terms and conditions of its current waivers and waiver policies.  It also requires the waiver polices and individual waivers to be either renewed or allowed to expire.  This legislation established a deadline of January 1, 2003 for completion of the Regional Board action. 

The Central Valley Regional Board has two waivers that apply to discharges from irrigated lands.  The waiver for irrigation return flows has a condition that requires the farmer to operate his farm to minimize the discharge of sediment so that turbidity objectives are not violated and to also operate the farm to prevent the discharge of toxic materials at concentrations that are toxic to fish and wildlife.  Another waiver applies storm water runoff from irrigated lands where no water quality problem is anticipated.  As part of implementing SB 390, the Central Valley Regional Board plans to review these waivers.

In order to complete its review, the Central Valley Regional Board needs to monitor the water quality of water bodies in its region that receive discharges from irrigated lands to determine if these discharges are causing toxicity or creating other impairments.  These impairments could result in potential public health threats.  It currently has a plan for a network of 28 monitoring stations throughout the Central Valley.  Water quality samples would be collected and analyzed from these stations for a period of one year.  The information collected would be used to evaluate water quality, the effectiveness of current management measures, and the need for additional management measures.  The estimated cost of the monitoring program is $450,000.

The Central Valley Region does not have the staff resources or equipment to collect or analyze the samples.  It, therefore, plans to use contract support services for this project.  Funding for this activity is available from the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account (CAA). 

POLICY ISSUE

Should the SWRCB:

1. Authorize the use of CAA funds in the amount of $450,000 for contract support services to monitor the water quality in Central Valley water bodies that receive discharges from irrigated lands?

2. Authorize the Executive Director or a designee to negotiate, execute, and amend contracts for this water quality monitoring?

FISCAL IMPACT
	Funding Available for Future Commitments as of 12/31/01



	$4,168,373

	
	

	Pending Requests:







     
	

	
	

	Elkhorn Slough Agricultural Educational  Outreach Project
	$468,000

	Central Valley Agricultural Monitoring Program
	$450,000

	
	

	Remaining Balance
	$3,250,373


RWQCB IMPACT
Yes.  Central Valley Regional Board

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That the SWRCB:

1. Authorize the use of CCA funds in the amount of $450,000 for contract support services to monitor the water quality in Central Valley water bodies that receive discharges from irrigated lands. 

2. Authorize the Executive Director or a designee to negotiate, execute, and amend contracts for this water quality monitoring.

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2002-

AUTHORIZATION OF FUNDING FROM THE

 STATE WATER POLLUTION CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT 

ACCOUNT FOR CONTRACT SUPPORT SERVICES FOR 

MONITORING WATER QUALITY IN CENTRAL VALLEY WATER 

BODIES THAT RECEIVE DISCHARGES FROM IRRIGATED LANDS

WHEREAS:

1. Senate Bill 390 requires the Regional Water Quality Control Boards to evaluate whether their current waiver polices are protective of water quality.

2. The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board has waivers that apply to discharges from irrigated lands.

3. To determine if discharges from irrigated lands are impairing the water quality of receiving waters in its region and creating public health threats, the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board must establish a monitoring program.

4. This monitoring program will also help the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board evaluate the effectiveness of current management measures and the need for additional management measures.

5. The State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account (CAA) is an appropriate source of funding for the monitoring program.

6. The estimated cost of the monitoring for one year is $450,000.

7. The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board does not have available staff or necessary equipment to conduct the sampling and analyses.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The SWRCB:

1. Authorizes the use of CAA funding in the amount of $450,000 for contract support services to monitor the water quality in Central Valley water bodies that receive discharges from irrigated lands.

2. Authorizes the Executive Director or a designee to negotiate, execute, and amend contracts for this water quality monitoring.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on April 25, 2002.





_____________________________________





Maureen Marché





Clerk to the Board
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