May 19, 2003

                                   May 19, 2003


STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

JUNE 3, 2003

ITEM 5

SUBJECT
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING THREE AMENDMENTS TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE CENTRAL VALLEY REGION, SACRAMENTO RIVER AND SAN JOAQUIN RIVER BASINS TO (1) UPDATE WATER QUALITY OBJECTIVES FOR BACTERIA TO PROTECT WATER CONTACT RECREATION, (2) CLARIFY AND UPDATE LANGUAGE, AND (3) EDIT THE WATER QUALITY OBJECTIVE FOR BACTERIA IN GROUNDWATER

DISCUSSION

The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) revised its 

Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento River and San Joaquin River Basins (Basin Plan) in 1994.  The Basin Plan revision was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on February 16, 1995, by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on 

May 9, 1995, and approved, with partial disapproval, by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) on May 26, 2000.   

On September 6, 2002, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R5-2002-0150 (Attachment 1) incorporating the current USEPA criteria for bacteria as water quality objectives for the protection of the beneficial use “Water Contact Recreation,” (REC-1).

Also on September 6, 2002, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R5-2002-0151 

(Attachment 2) amending the Basin Plan to (1) clarify that designating beneficial uses for unnamed water bodies is completed through the Basin Planning process, (2) make non-regulatory corrections to the inaccurate description of the Federal Antidegradation Policy 

(40 CFR 131.12), (3) include references to SWRCB policies adopted since 1994, (4) update the references to Title 23 and Title 27, and (5) make other minor edits to correct mistakes and assure consistency with terminology used in Division 7 of the California Water Code.  This amendment responds to two of the issues USEPA disapproved (items 1 and 2 above).

On January 31, 2003, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R5-2003-0007 (Attachment 3) amending the Basin Plan to edit the water quality objective for bacteria in groundwater to clarify that the objective applies to waters designated for municipal supply and not just to those groundwaters currently used for municipal supply.

POLICY ISSUE

Should SWRCB approve the amendments to the Basin Plan in accordance with the Staff Recommendation below?
FISCAL IMPACT

The Regional Board and SWRCB staff work associated with or resulting from this action can be accomplished within budgeted resources. 

RWQCB IMPACT
Yes, Central Valley Regional Board.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

That SWRCB: 

1. Approves the three amendments to the Regional Board Basin Plan adopted under Regional Board Resolution Nos. R5-2002-0150, R5-2002-0151, and R5-2003-0007 (Attachments 1-3). 

2. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to transmit the amendment and administrative record for this action to OAL and to USEPA for approval.

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-

APPROVING THREE AMENDMENTS TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE CENTRAL VALLEY REGION, SACRAMENTO RIVER AND SAN JOAQUIN RIVER BASINS TO (1) UPDATE WATER QUALITY OBJECTIVES FOR BACTERIA TO PROTECT WATER CONTACT RECREATION, (2) CLARIFY AND UPDATE LANGUAGE, AND (3) EDIT THE WATER QUALITY OBJECTIVE FOR BACTERIA IN GROUNDWATER

WHEREAS:

1. The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) revised its Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento River and San Joaquin River Basins (Basin Plan) in 1994, approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on February 16, 1995, approved by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on May 9, 1995, and approved, with partial disapproval, by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) on May 26, 2003.

2. On September 6, 2002, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R5-2002-0150 (Attachment 1) amending the Basin Plan to update water quality objectives for bacteria to protect the beneficial use “Water Contact Recreation,” (REC-1).  

3. On September 6, 2002, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R5-2002-0151 (Attachment 2) to clarify that designating beneficial uses for unnamed water bodies is completed through the Basin Planning process, to update references to other regulations and new State policies, and make minor edits and assure consistency with terminology used in Division 7 of the California Water Code. 

4. On January 31, 2003, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R5-2003-0007 

(Attachment 3) to clarify that specific bacterial water quality objectives apply to all groundwaters designated for use as municipal and domestic supply and not just those groundwaters currently used for municipal and domestic supply.

5. Regional Board staff followed appropriate procedures to satisfy the environmental documentation requirement of the California Environmental Quality Act  (PL 92-500 and 

PL 95-217).  The Regional Board finds adoption of these amendments will not have a significant adverse effect on the environment.

6. SWRCB finds that these Basin Plan amendments are in conformance with Water Code section 13240 which specifies that Regional Water Quality Control Boards shall periodically review and may revise Basin Plans.

7. Regional Board staff prepared documents and followed procedures satisfying environmental documentation requirements in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act and all other applicable State laws and regulations.

8. Basin Plan amendments do not become effective until approved by SWRCB and until the regulatory provisions are approved by OAL and provisions related to surface water standards are approved by USEPA.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

SWRCB:

1. Approves the three amendments to the Regional Board Basin Plan adopted under Regional Board Resolution Nos. R5-2002-0150, R5-2002-0151, and R5-2003-0007 (Attachments 1-3).

2. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to transmit the amendment and administrative record for this action to OAL and to USEPA for approval.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on June 18, 2003.






_____________________________________






Debbie Irvin






Clerk to the Board
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