ATTACHMENT


CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

CERTIFICATE OF FEE EXEMPTION

De Minimis Impact Finding

An Exception to the California Ocean Plan for the University of California Scripps Institution of Oceanography Discharge into the San Diego Marine Life Refuge Area of Special Biological Significance, located in the La Jolla District of the City of San Diego, San Diego County

State Water Resources Control Board, Water Quality Order No. 


Project Description

The project is an exception to the California Ocean Plan (Ocean Plan) for the University of California San Diego Scripps Institution of Oceanography (UCSD/SIO) discharge of waste seawater and co-mingled storm water runoff into the San Diego Marine Life Refuge Area of Special Biological Significance (ASBS).  UCSD/SIO has been discharging into the San Diego Marine Life Refuge for nearly 100 years and has been operating under a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit since 1974.  Until now, this discharge has never been issued an exception by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and, thus, has not previously complied with the Ocean Plan.  The project will allow the discharge into the ASBS under more stringent conditions, thereby meeting other applicable provisions, including water quality standards, of the Ocean Plan.  This project will therefore result in better protections for the beneficial uses of the ASBS. 

Findings of Exemption

1.
Name and address of project proponent:


Scripps Institution of Oceanography


University of California, San Diego


9500 Gilman Drive


La Jolla, CA  92093-0920

2. In accordance with SWRCB policies regarding the implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act, SWRCB has conducted an Initial Study to determine whether the proposed project may have a significant adverse effect on the environment.


3. When considering the record as a whole, there is no evidence before SWRCB that the proposed project will have any potential for an adverse effect on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which the wildlife depends.


4. SWRCB has rebutted the presumption of adverse effect contained in the Fish and Game regulations on the basis of substantial evidence.

Certification:

I hereby certify that the lead agency has made the above findings of fact and that, based upon the Initial Study and hearing record, the project will not individually or cumulatively have an adverse effect on wildlife resources, as defined in Section 711.2 of the Fish and Game Code.


Stan Martinson, Chief


Division of Water Quality


State Water Resources Control Board

