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Greeting.  Name.
The general acknowledgement of the need for monitoring and the subsequent development of our MRP has brought about in increase in our participation in various interagency efforts.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2004, CALFIRE along with dedicated members from the Central Valley and the North Coast Regional Boards, Department of Fish and Game, the California Geologic Survey, public members and industry members conceived a need for the Interagency Mitigation Monitoring Program or the “IMMP”.  
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Previous monitoring efforts conducted by CALFIRE have been generally received with skepticism by the other agencies and the public, especially with regards to effectiveness evaluations of the Forest Practice Rules (FPR) in protecting the beneficial uses of water in California.  One of the main criticisms was simply that the efforts did not include all of the responsible agencies.
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And so the goals envisioned for the IMMP were two-fold,
One: to evaluate the effectiveness of an interagency team approach and 
Two: to evaluate the practical effectiveness of mitigations or “BMPs” applied under the timber harvesting document.
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The IMMP group developed a pilot program to assess “high-risk” watercourse crossings and allowed two years of protocol development and in-field testing.  
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The pilot program was completed and the resulting report was produced in 2008. 
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Since 2001, Regional Board staff has been attending the Board of Forestry’s monthly meetings on a regular basis in order to provide a water quality perspective and ensure water quality protection during the rule-making process.
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Staff assisted in the process to refine forest practice rules related to the protection of threatened salmonid species and water quality impaired watersheds.  
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This included informal participation in the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) to the Board of Forestry, and the interpretation of relevant science for the Committee.  
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Staff directly participated in the translation of best available science into policy recommendations for the Board of Forestry.  
Staff also reviewed and commented on the draft Threatened and Impaired rule packages for technical soundness and consistency with Water Board policy.
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Staff participates as a key member in the BoF Policy Committee’s Road Rules Task Force (it has been a time-consuming process that began in 2004. The Task Force was directed to compile all roads and crossing related rules spread throughout the Forest Practice Rules and put them into one package.  We were also tasked with evaluating the applicability of those rules and making any needed changes to reflect updated BMPs.
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The Task Force has just recently been reconvened by the BoF, after a year-long break, for the purpose of incorporating newly adopted FPRs as they relate to roads and crossings.  The BoF intends to begin the process of reviewing, revising and adopting this rule package beginning in December of this year and we intend to see that process through. 
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TrainingTraining
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Presentation Notes
We regularly participate in the planning and execution of training events developed to assist plan-writers, landowners and operators.  
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We participate in the planning and execution of training events specifically developed to create a basis for understanding between the various agencies responsible for reviewing timber harvest plans (“perception alignment”).




Timber Workshop                        Timber Workshop                        
21 October 200921 October 2009 1515

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Staff also attend trainings offered by a variety of vendors to keep updated on cutting-edge BMPs.
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Waiver Statistics
Since 2003, in the CV Region, we have enrolled 2,083 timber harvest activities under the waiver.  
Of those enrolled, 1,294 are currently active (clarify - not necessarily operating, but maintaining coverage under the waiver).  

On average approximately 106,000 acres of private land are put under 209 Timber Harvest Plans per year.  
A THP is good for 3 years with an additional 2 years of extensions that can be requested by the landowner.  
The Governor just signed AB 1066 on October 11th, which allows some specific plans to be extended for 4 years totalling 7 years.  



Timber Workshop                        Timber Workshop                        
21 October 200921 October 2009 1717

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I have separated out Emergencies and Exemptions as they can appear to artificially inflate the numbers of timber harvest plans since they are not processed the same. As non-discretionary permits, they are allowed under the FPRs as short-term activities (of no longer than 1 year) and they must follow a list of operational limitations.
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Emergencies include post-fire salvage, insect-kill, fuel hazard removal and dead, dying or diseased.
Exemptions include clearing around a home or outbuildings, conversion of an area to a use other than growing trees, christmas tree harvesting, limited dead, dying or diseased and fuelwood cutting.
In the Redding office alone, we receive on average, 876 Emergencies and Exemptions per year.  
The acreage covered under those exemptions/emergencies each year averages 360,728.  
And since 2004, we have processed approximately 191 Waivers for EM/EXs per year.
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Timber harvesting projects for public lands have averaged 100 per year, covering approximately 204,000 acres.  Of those, we process approximately 96 Waivers per year.
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The 2005 revised Waiver required monitoring and so we began receiving ARs in July of 2006.  Since then we have reviewed approximately 300 Annual Reports each summer. 
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Fuel Reduction ProjectsFuel Reduction Projects

Presenter
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We frequently review and comment on Initial Studies and Mitigated Negative Declarations for large scale fuel reduction projects lead by CALFIRE with the potential to impact water quality
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Public OutreachPublic Outreach
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Presentation Notes
Outreach 
Staff periodically attend local California Licensed Foresters Association (CLFA) meetings, and provide presentations as requested for their yearly meeting.
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We communicate with members of the public that are concerned with potential sediment and herbicide issues from timber harvesting activities and their potential to impact water quality.
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Rural RoadsRural Roads

Presenter
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Timber Harvest Review Program staff began looking closely at rural roads on USFS, NPS, BLM, private and various County lands in 2006 as it had become increasingly apparent that staff cannot ignore rural road problems during timber harvest inspections simply because the roads are not owned by the timber harvest plan submitter/landowner.  This action has lead to the development of cooperative working relationships with various agencies as well as to the implementation of many needed mitigations to reduce impacts to water quality. Staff firmly believes that this rural roads work is a crucial link in the effort to improve the status of our upland watersheds, which provide the majority of the drinking water for the state.
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The efforts expended on rural roads work has included; letters written to request specific information, field meetings to discuss perception of potential threats to water quality and possible mitigation efforts, letters requiring immediate mitigation actions, the development of cooperative efforts to monitor effects of road reconstruction and Cleanup and Abatement Orders. 
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USFS
Staff has been actively working with the USFS since 2006.  We have provided Mendocino NF with technical feedback and agency support for road and crossing upgrades and legacy road decommissioning
We have provided review and feedback to the McCloud Ranger District for road improvement and decommissioning as well as meadow and aspen restoration projects
We have assisted the Shasta-Trinity, Plumas, Mendocino and Lassen Forest Districts in the development of various Road Management Plans
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including identification of sediment sources
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Staff has assisted in developing a stratified sampling scheme for in-channel monitoring on FS lands in CA
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National Park Service
Staff has inspected and provided feedback to the Park Service on multiple road construction and reconstruction projects within the Whiskeytown National Recreation Area.  Specifically, the challenge of a 7.3 mile long road reconstruction project in decomposed granite along Crystal Creek on some of the most erodible soils in our region.
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PG&E
Staff has worked closely with PG&E on the improvement of road maintenance practices for the DeSabla-Centerville relicensing project.
We also inspect and are working on addressing various erosion issues from utility line access roads.
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Counties
Staff regularly inspect and provide feedback to various counties on road drainage and problematic crossing issues.
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For the last several years staff has been working in conjunction with the Butte County RCD and the BLM on the identification and implementation of watershed restoration efforts.
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““BAERBAER”” and and ““SEATSEAT””

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BAER
The United States Forest Service developed a Burned Area Emergency Response (BAER) team system which aims to assess and develop recommendations (mitigations) for post-fire potential impacts to life, property and resources on public lands.  
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Regional Board staff participated in the field work, mitigation discussions and development of the formal BAER recommendations for preventing or reducing impacts to the resources for several fires in 2008.
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Summer 2008 produced an unprecedented fire season and in response the Governor mandated that the state agencies produce an interagency process for assessing resources potentially affected by emergencies such as fires.  This process is called the State Emergency Assessment Team (SEAT) and is coordinated by the State Office of Emergency Services (OES).  
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A small needs assessment team was developed including myself, a representative from CALFIRE and two representatives from the Department of Water Resources to determine the need for SEAT deployments statewide.
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Specifically, Central Valley Regional Board staff was deployed on several SEATs throughout the state.  Staff provided a water quality perspective, local knowledge, 
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geology expertise, road and crossing expertise, GIS mapping and GPS guidance to the Teams.   We participated in mitigation discussions and development of the formal BAER recommendations for preventing or reducing impacts to the resources.
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Program GoalsProgram Goals
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Future Goals
Staff are constantly working to stay proactive in our regulatory program, we believe that preventing the discharge is obviously preferrable to cleaning one up.  We have developed a list of future goals that we believe can be achieved through our program.
These goals include staff-conducted in-stream monitoring to check assumptions, validate BMPs and policies, establish baseline and follow trends.  
 After all, streams are in a state of constant change naturally, not to mention because of anthropogenic causes.  And we can’t regulate something we don’t know enough about. 
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Our watersheds are generally mixed ownership, and thus mixed use, so in order to manage for cumulative impacts, we need to have a complete picture of the influences on the watershed.  Rural roads work enables us to get closer to that goal.
We will continue to focus on gaining 100% Waiver and MRP compliance.
We will also continue to focus on innovation and BMP optimization to protect water quality while being cost-effective.
We will continue to assist in the evaluation, mitigation and BMP development for Off-Highway Vehicle and rural road impacts
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We will continue our efforts in communicating and enforcing our policies to increase Waiver and MPR compliance
And we will continue in our efforts to share our understanding of effective BMPs with Timber Operators, Foresters, the public and our sister agencies
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We recognize that rule making for every possible circumstance is simply not sustainable.
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And finally, we will continue to work towards policies that are adaptable to accommodate cutting-edge BMPs, developing environmental concerns and water demands. 
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Waiver Fees

• CWC 13269 provides for annual waiver 
fees

• Fees must be based upon schedule 
adopted by SWRCB 

• 2005 Waiver Resolution requires such 
fees if schedule adopted by SWRCB

• 2005 Waiver does not include initial 
enrollment fee or other fees
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Waiver Renewal Options
(Existing Waiver Expires in March 2010)
Waiver Renewal Options Include:
• Renew waiver with minor revisions (with fee 

schedule?)
• Renew waiver for “minor” projects & General 

WDRs for larger operations (fees for WDRs)
• Participate in development of a state-wide policy 

to be adopted by SWRCB
• All renewal options include continued 

Cooperation w/ BOF & USFS to improve 
Forest Practice Rules & USFS BMPs
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The End!!!The End!!!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Any questions?
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