
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 
BOARD MEETING SESSION - DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2009 
 
 

ITEM 6 
 

SUBJECT 
 
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING PROJECTS AND AUTHORIZING 
GRANTS UNDER THE AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT (ARRA) WATER 
QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLANNING SECTION 604(B) GRANT. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Section 205(j) of the federal Clean Water Act (CWA) authorizes states to reserve up to 
one percent of their annual Title II Clean Water Construction Grant allocation for water quality 
management planning activities.  Beginning in Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 1989, CWA 
section 604(b) supplemented CWA section 205(j)(2) to maintain such funding.  The Economic 
Stimulus package contains a significant increase in funding under CWA section 604(b). 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) has awarded a grant total of $2,830,700 
for California in FFY 2009 for funding the water quality management planning programs from 
CWA section 604(b), of which 40 percent is typically passed through to local agencies for 
projects.  State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) staff has identified high 
priority projects to be funded to satisfy the pass through requirements in the grant.  U.S. EPA 
has agreed with State Water Board staff that these projects would satisfy the pass through 
requirements and are appropriate uses for this grant.  The following projects, totaling 
$1,136,699, have been identified for funding: 
 

• Rapid Indicator Bacteria Monitoring Pilot Project - This project will aim to implement 
the new technology for measuring microbial water quality in the State of California.  The 
project will consist of three primary tasks:  1) ensure comparability of new versus old 
technology; 2) identify and rectify problematic applications of new technology; and 
3) technology transfer.  This work will be conducted by the Southern California Coastal 
Water Research Project, a national leader in beach water quality assessments and the 
agency that has been assisting the State in developing rapid method development thus 
far. 

 
• Beach Monitoring - Current funding for beach monitoring runs out on June 30, 2010.  

This project will extend funding for beach monitoring through December 2010.  The 
State Water Board, in conjunction with the California Department of Public Health 
(CDPH) will use the funds to continue the implementation of the State’s beach water 
quality monitoring and public notification programs conducted by local environmental 
health departments as required by Assembly Bill (AB) 411, Statutes of 1997, 
Chapter 765, and AB 1876, Statutes of 2004, Chapter 709.  Local environmental health 
agencies receiving funds include Long Beach, Los Angeles, Monterey, Orange,  
San Diego, San Luis Obispo, San Mateo, Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz, Sonoma, Ventura, 
Alameda, Marin, and San Mateo. 
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• Tijuana River Estuary Sediment Fate and Transport Project – This project is an 
empirical study that will generate data needed for planning of wetland restoration and 
beach nourishment projects throughout California.  The study will describe the physical 
processes and pathways responsible for fine-grain sediment dispersal in the near-shore 
marine environment.  The results of this study will facilitate review of current policy and 
practice by federal and State agency decision makers.  The project has been developed 
over the past two years through a partnership of the California State Coastal 
Conservancy, the California Sediment Management Working Group, the U.S. Geological 
Society, the California Department of Boating and Waterways, the Tijuana River National 
Estuarine Research Reserve (including the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration and the California Department of Parks and Recreation) and the 
Southwest Wetlands Interpretive Association. 

 
In addition to the pass through projects, State Water Board staff has negotiated a work plan with 
U.S. EPA that includes funding for projects in the Delta, Lake Tahoe, and Klamath River 
watersheds.  The grant will also be used to develop biological objectives for the State.  Funding 
these projects will provide key scientific information to the State for future policy development. 
 
POLICY ISSUE 
 
Should the State Water Board approve the projects for funding under the pass through 
requirement of the Water Quality Management Planning Section 604(b) ARRA grant? 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Existing Basin Planning Program budget authority is adequate to accommodate the anticipated 
grants. 
 
REGIONAL WATER BOARD IMPACT 
 
None 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the State Water Board: 
 
1. Approves the projects for funding under the pass through requirement of the Water Quality 

Management Planning section 604(b) ARRA grant. 
 

2. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to negotiate work plans and issue grants to 
fund the projects. 
 

State Water Board action on this item will assist the Water Boards in reaching Goal 4 of the 
Strategic Plan Update: 2008-2012 to comprehensively address water quality protection and 
restoration, and the relationship between water supply and water quality, and describe the 
connections between water quality, water quantity, and climate change, throughout California’s 
water planning processes.  In particular, approval of this item will assist in fulfilling Objective 4.2. 
that Basin Plans are consistently organized by 2012, and updated by 2015, to provide a clear 
structure that readily conveys key elements (e.g., beneficial uses, potential impacts of climate 
change, water quality objectives, goals for watersheds, plans for achieving those goals, and 
monitoring to inform and adjust the plans) and that fully integrates other statewide plans and 
policies such as the California Ocean Plan. 
 



D R A F T 

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 
RESOLUTION NO. 2009- 

 
APPROVING PROJECTS AND AUTHORIZING GRANTS UNDER THE 

AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT (ARRA) 
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLANNING SECTION 604(B) GRANT 

 
WHEREAS: 

 
1. Section 205(j) of the federal Clean Water Act (CWA) authorizes states to reserve up to 

one percent of their annual Title II Clean Water Construction Grant allocation for water 
quality management planning activities.  Beginning in Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 1989, 
CWA section 604(b) supplemented CWA section 205(j)(2) to maintain such funding. 

 
2. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) awarded the State Water Resources 

Control Board (State Water Board) a grant of $2,830,700 for funding the water quality 
management planning program from CWA section 604(b), of which 40 percent is typically 
passed through to local agencies for projects. 

 
3. State Water Board staff worked with U.S. EPA and other stakeholders to identify the 

projects eligible for funding under the pass through requirements. 
 

4. Many water quality planning activities administered by the State Water Board have been 
severely under-supported.  These include refinement of designated beneficial uses of the 
State’s waters, establishment of sound water quality objectives to protect those uses, and 
other important activities related to the Division of Water Quality’s workload associated with 
developing and processing Total Maximum Daily Loads. 

 
5. Staff resources from the 205(j) grant will contribute significantly to meeting these needs.  
 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The State Water Board: 
 

1. Approves the projects for funding under the pass through requirement of the Water 
Quality Management Planning section 604(b) ARRA grant. 
 

2. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to negotiate work plans and issue grants 
to fund the projects. 
 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and 
correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water 
Resources Control Board held on September 15, 2009. 
 
 
              
       Jeanine Townsend 
       Clerk to the Board 
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