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ITEM 13 
 
 
SUBJECT 
 
CONTAMINANTS OF EMERGING CONCERN (CEC) ADVISORY PANEL REPORT STATUS 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Recycled Water Policy adopted by the State Water Board on February 3, 2009 required the 
establishment of a panel of scientific experts to guide future actions relating to Constituents of 
Emerging Concern (CECs).  The Southern California Coastal Research Water Project 
(SCCWRP) was contracted with to recruit, form and support the CEC Panel.  After consultation 
with the Department of Public Health, the CEC Advisory Panel was convened on May 4, 2009, 
pursuant to State Water Board Board direction.  The panel consists of six scientific experts in 
the areas of human health toxicology, environmental toxicology, epidemiology, biochemistry, 
civil engineering with expertise in design and construction of recycled water treatment facilities, 
and a chemist familiar with laboratory methods for the detection of emerging constituents.  The 
panel was tasked with addressing a number of questions posed in the Recycled Water Policy 
relating to appropriate monitoring of recycled water for CECs, how the State should improve the 
understanding of CECs, and related issues. 
 
The panel met on September 30, 2009, January 12, 2010 and February 22, 2010.  The draft 
report from the panel is scheduled for release for public comment on April 15, 2010.  The 
original due date for the final report to be submitted to the State Board staff was May 5, 2010. 
However, at the January 10, 2010 public meeting, the stakeholders in attendance expressed 
concern regarding the short amount of time between the public release of the draft, the 
scheduled public meeting and the due date for submittal of the report to the State Board.  The 
stakeholders requested an extension of the due date for submittal of the report by one month to 
June 5, 2010, thereby allowing additional time for stakeholder input and consideration of 
stakeholder comments.  
 
As required by the Recycled Water Policy, after the CEC Advisory Panel submits its final 
recommendations, State Water Board staff will provide recommendations based on the Panel’s 
recommendations to the State Water Board.  The State Water Board will hold a public hearing 
to endorse the recommendations, as appropriate, after making any necessary modifications.  
This public hearing is planned for November 2010. 
 
POLICY ISSUE 
 
This is an Information Item. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
None (Information Item only). 
 



2 

REGIONAL BOARD IMPACT 
 
None (Information Item only). 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
None (Information Item only). 
 
When adopted by the State Water Board, the CEC Advisory Panel recommendations are 
expected to assist the Water Boards in reaching Goals 2, 3 and 6 of the Strategic Plan Update: 
2008-2012.  Goal 2 is to improve and protect groundwater quality in high-use basins by 2030. 
Goal 3 is to promote sustainable local water supplies.  Goal 6 is to enhance consistency across 
the Water Boards, on an ongoing basis. 
 
 


	ITEM 13
	SUBJECT
	DISCUSSION
	POLICY ISSUE
	FISCAL IMPACT
	REGIONAL BOARD IMPACT



