
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 
BOARD MEETING SESSION – OFFICE OF CHIEF COUNSEL 

JANUARY 5, 2010 
 

ITEM 8 
 
 
SUBJECT 
 
CONSIDERATION OF A DRAFT ORDER ON OWN MOTION REVIEW OF WASTE 
DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS ORDER NO. R5-2008-0162 [NPDES NO. CA 0084727] FOR 
THE TUOLUMNE UTILITIES DISTRICT, SONORA REGIONAL WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
PLANT, AND JAMESTOWN SANITARY DISTRICT JAMESTOWN WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT, TUOLUMNE COUNTY, ISSUED BY THE CALIFORNIA REGIONAL 
WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD, CENTRAL VALLEY REGION 
(SWRCB/OCC FILE A-1967) 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
On October 24, 2008, the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Central Valley 
Water Board) reissued a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit 
(Permit) to the wastewater treatment plants owned and operated by the Tuolumne Utilities 
District and the Jamestown Sanitary District.  The Permit regulates seasonal surface water 
discharges from Quartz Reservoir, a manmade effluent storage lagoon, to Woods Creek, a 
water of the United States.   
 
The California Sportfishing Protection Alliance filed a timely petition requesting the State Water 
Resources Control Board (State Water Board) to review and vacate the Permit.  The petition 
raises various contentions.  The draft order only discussed one of those contentions, which 
challenges the Permit’s effluent limitations for chlorine residual.  The draft order concluded that 
the chlorine residual effluent limitations are not protective of aquatic life in Woods Creek, and 
constitute backsliding because they are less stringent than the effluent limitations set forth in the 
prior permit.  
 
At the workshop held on September 15, 2009, the Central Valley Water Board and Tuolumne 
Utilities District requested to supplement the administrative record with three letters written in 
2004 that explain why, from January through March 2004, detections of chlorine residual in 
amounts that exceeded the effluent limitation were not considered in adopting the effluent 
limitations.  The letters articulate that the presence of manganese in the effluent gave false 
positive test results for chlorine residual.  Pursuant to the comments raised at the workshop, 
State Water Board staff requested that the Central Valley Water Board and the Tuolumne 
Utilities District provide information related to the apparent detections of chlorine residual 
documented in the discharge monitoring reports.  State Water Board staff reviewed the 
additional information submitted by the parties and concluded that Order No. R5-2008-0162 
must be remanded to the Central Valley Water Board.  New sampling data needs to be 
collected to justify manganese interference and, consequently, to justify whether the 2008 
Permit’s effluent limitations for chlorine residual were correctly calculated.   
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POLICY ISSUE 
 
Should the State Water Board adopt, amend, or rescind the draft order remanding the Permit to 
the Central Valley Water Board? 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The proposed remand will result in more work for the Central Valley Water Board. 
 
REGIONAL BOARD IMPACT 
 
Yes, on the Central Valley Water Board. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
To be determined. 
 
State Water Board action on this item will assist the Water Boards in reaching Goals 4 and 6 of 
the Strategic Plan Update: 2008-2012 to implement strategies that address water quality 
protection and restoration, and to enhance consistency across the water boards.  
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