
  

 

September 19, 2013 
 
Ms. Felicia Marcus, Chair  
State Water Resources Control Board  
 
Subject: Proposed FY 13-14 Stormwater Permit Fee increase 
 
Chair Marcus and Board Members: 
 
On behalf of the NPDES stormwater permittee members of the Bay Area Stormwater 
Management Agencies Association (BASMAA)1, thank you for the opportunity to 
comment on your consideration of a proposed Resolution adopting emergency 
regulations revising the Core Regulatory Fee Schedules for FY 13-14.  BASMAA 
shares the serious concerns expressed by the California Stormwater Quality 
Association (CASQA) regarding the proposed 27.5% increase in stormwater permit 
fees, and strongly supports CASQA’s comments regarding the development and use 
of a stormwater fee rebalance plan.  Additionally, BASMAA and its member agencies 
have the following comments: 
• Water Code Section 13260, which requires the State Water Board to adopt an 

annual schedule of fees by emergency regulations, is highly problematic and 
needs to be changed.  The fee increases are approved at a time when municipal 
budgets are already set for the year.  In these lean times, jurisdictions do not 
have extra, un-appropriated funds in their budgets to pay for fee increases.  
Annual fee increases, when justified, need to be adopted at a time when 
jurisdictions can plan for the increases as part of their budget processes. 

 
• There is an automatic 21% surcharge added to all stormwater permit fees to fund 

the statewide Surface Water Ambient Monitoring Program (SWAMP).  Any 
time the base fees are increased; it increases the amount of the surcharge.  There 
is no justification anywhere in the staff report that the SWAMP program 
requires additional funding. 

 
BASMAA thanks the State Water Board for its consideration of these comments and 
urges the State Water Board to take the action recommended by CASQA.     
 
Sincerely, 

 
Matthew Fabry, Chair – BASMAA Board of Directors

                                                
1 BASMAA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization comprised of the municipal stormwater 
programs in the San Francisco Bay Area representing 96 agencies, including 84 cities and 7 
counties.  BASMAA is focused on regional challenges and opportunities to improving the quality 
of stormwater that flows to our local creeks, San Francisco Bay and Delta, and the Ocean. 
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cc: BASMAA Board of Directors 
Assemblymember Mariko Yamada, District 4 
Assemblymember Marc Levine, District 10 
Assemblymember Jim Frazier, District 11 
Assemblymember Susan Bonilla, District 14 
Assemblymember Nancy Skinner, District 15 
Assemblymember Joan Buchanan, District 16 
Assemblymember Tom Ammiano, District 17 
Assemblymember Rob Bonta, District 18 
Assemblymember Philip Ting, District 19 
Assemblymember Bob Quirk, District 20 
Assemblymember Kevin Mullin, District 22 
Assemblymember Rich Gordon, District 24 
Assemblymember Bob Wieckowski, District 25 
Assemblymember Nora Campos, District 27 
Assemblymember Paul Fong, District 28 
Assemblymember Mark Stone, District 29 
 
Senator Norren Evans, District 2 
Senator Lois Wolk, District 3 
Senator Mark DeSaulnier, District 7 
Senator Leland Yee, District 8 
Senator Loni Hancock, District 9  
Senator Ellen Corbett, District 10 
Senator Mark Leno, District 11 
Senator Jerry Hill, District 13 
Senator Jim Beall, District 15 
 
 


