Innocent Property Owners

Daryl Gray

New Almaden Resident




Innocent Owners

Our view as creekside property owners is that the Los
Alamitos Watershed has been contaminated by
multiple sources some of which are historically mined
mercury located upstream from our property.




Multiple Sources

The contamination comes from the following
sources:

Mine Waste

e Carried from the mine and refining operations through
erosion to our properties

Atmospheric Deposition

e Deposits of mercury throughout the watershed from
volcanic and human activity which has washed into the
stream

Natural Erosion

e Erosion occurring naturally in nature that has occurred over
hundreds of thousands of years of mercury rich soils

Industrial Use

e Mercury compounds used in manufacturing at single point
sources sites.




Disclosure

At the time we purchased the

property, our property disclosures
did not indicate that the property we

were to purchased was contaminated
by any mercury waste.




No disclosure of toxic waste at time of
property purchase.

If there had been any danger from the calcines,
mercury contamination on the property would have
been disclosed at the time of purchasing, as required
by California State Real Estate Law.

We hold the appropriate governmental agencies for
not taking the responsibility to warn our community
of the danger of the calcines in the stream banks.

If, in fact, contamination of mercury exists, then the
property owner is innocent of responsibility.




Creek Bed Maintenance Concerns

Individual property owners have not been allowed to
work near to the creek banks to correct erosion
problems.

Neighbors have been warned or fined for making the
creek bed more attractive and restored.

My neighbors want to have a creek that is healthy and
will support the public agencies who do the
restoration.




. Board Action Needed

Please support our request to which is being placed
on the innocent property owners.

Please, do not approve this Basin Plan Amendent
until it is modified to relieve the burden of
responsibility which has been placed upon
innocent creekside property owners.

Thank your for listening to my concerns.
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