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Slide 1 – Introductions

[Introduce yourself and us, or ask us to introduce ourselves]

Victor Grgas, Manager, Property Services Bureau, Department of Community Development
Heather Martin, Analyst, Planning and Development Bureau, Department of Parks, Recreation and Marine
Eric Lopez, Analyst, Property Services & Project Development Bureau, Department of Community Development
Tentative: Taylor Parker, Education Director, Friends of Colorado Lagoon – a non-profit local organization that has played a significant role in the restoration effort.

I would also like to acknowledge the attendance of Chris Kroll from the Coastal Conservancy, he has been working closely with my staff on this important project.

Thank you for the opportunity to present today on the Colorado Lagoon project, lets get started.
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Colorado Lagoon
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Slide 2 – Brief Lagoon Overview

The Colorado Lagoon is located in the middle of a suburban neighborhood in East Long Beach, and serves three main functions:
 Hosting sensitive estuarine habitat,
 Providing public recreation opportunities (including swimming), and
 Retaining and conveying storm flows

The Lagoon is used by hundreds of visitors from communities within and surrounding the City of Long Beach.  It is a popular barbequing and beach area.  During the weekends, kids are also increasingly taking advantage of the educational programming offered at the Wetland and Marine Science Education Center by the Friends of Colorado Lagoon.  During the week, entire classrooms from local school schools visit the Lagoon to learn about the importance of wetlands and the vast number of organisms that call this place home.
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1986 Etching With Overlay of 
Lagoon Location
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Slide 4 – Historical Background

The figure on the top of the slide is an 1896 etching of wetlands with a present day overlay showing Alamitos Bay and Colorado Lagoon.  The other figure is an aerial of Alamitos Bay taken in 1921.

Please note the connections to open water, free flowing tidal flushing, and minimal development within the wetlands area.
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1928 – No Tidal 
Restrictions

Existing 
Conditions 
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Slide 5 – Historical Background Continued

Significant changes occurred between 1921 and 1928 with the filling in for Naples Island.

During this time the form of Marine Stadium was under development for the 1932 Olympics for rowing.

As you can see from the picture on the top-left, in 1928 there was still a full tidal connection between the Lagoon and Marine Stadium.  This changed completely in the late 1960’s when an underground concrete box culvert was built and the area known today as “Marina Vista Park” was created for a planned freeway that was never built.
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The Lagoon’s watershed consists of 1,172 acres.
Lagoon is lowest spot in watershed.
Increased area development led to increased stormwater, 
decreased water quality and increased sedimentation.
Currently on State’s 303d list of impaired water bodies.
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Importance of lagoon as it relates to local watershed.



• Contaminated 
sediments (metals).
• Frequent high bacteria  
concentrations.

Current Conditions

• Degraded water quality.
• Poor intertidal circulation.
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Lagoon Suffers From:
Degraded water quality
Poor intertidal circulation
Metals contaminated sediments deposited over several years
Frequent high bacterial concentrations – warnings and closures

Drain 452 and a small part of the trash that flows into the lagoon when we have significant amounts of rain
There are regular health department postings warning of bacteria in the water




Main Project Components

Improvements Benefiting Water and Sediment 
Quality
Habitat Improvements
Recreational Improvements

Funding partners to date include the State 
Coastal Conservancy (NOAA), Rivers and 
Mountains Conservancy, State Water 
Resources Control Board (ARRA), U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, and the City and Port of 
Long Beach.
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How we propose to achieve these goals:



Status of Project

Implementation dependent on funding availability.
Major storm drain improvements have been 
constructed, eliminating the sources of 
contamination.
The next construction phase is to remove the 
accumulated contaminated sediment.
The third phase includes recreational 
improvements, and construction of an open-channel 
to further improve water circulation and quality.
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How we propose to achieve these goals:
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Presentation Notes
This is an artistic rendering of the open channel, which was put together during the environmental assessment phase.





Questions?

Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project
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