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Good morning, Chair Hoppin and members of the board.  My name is Nick Martorano, I’m an environmental scientist within the division of water quality.   Today, I am presenting the Revision of the Los Angeles Metals TMDL which would incorporate a water effect ratio for copper to Reaches 1-4 of the Los Angeles River and the Burbank Western Channel.  



To my left is Steven Blum from the Office of Chief Council, and to his left is Jenny Newman, Unit Chief of the TMDL Unit 3 at the Los Angeles Water Board.



Los Angeles River Metals TMDL

• TMDL Effective Date: October 29, 2008

• Resolution R10-003 would revise this TMDL to 

include a copper Water Effects Ratio of 3.96 for 

reaches 1 – 4 of the Los Angeles River and the 

Burbank Western Channel.

• Revisions are based on a special study 

submitted by the Cities of Los Angeles and 

Burbank
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The Los Angeles River Metals TMDL was adopted and approved becoming effective on October 29, 2008.



The proposed amendment before you today would revise the currently effective TMDL to include a copper water effects ratio of 3.96 for reaches 1 – 4 and the Burbank Western Channel.



This revision is the result of a special study performed by the Cities of Los Angeles and Burbank and submitted via the Final Report for the Los Angeles River Copper WER Study in 2008. The study was conducted in accordance with U.S. EPA’s 2001 Streamlined Water-Effect Ratio Procedure for Discharges of Copper.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide shows a map of the Los Angeles River watershed. 



There are three major Publicly Owned Treatment Works that discharge to the River: the Donald C. Tillman, the LA-Glendale, and the Burbank water reclamation plants (noted by the orange dots). The Tillman plant discharges to Reach 4. The LA-Glendale plant discharges to Reach 3. The Burbank plant discharges to the Burbank Western Channel.



The current TMDL addresses impairments due to cadmium, copper, lead, selenium and zinc.



The proposed revisions only apply for copper in Reaches 1-4 of the river and the Burbank Western Channel and only impact the Tillman, LA-Glendale, and Burbank water reclamation plants.



Public Comments

• 4 comments

• Responses
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Staff received 4 comment letters.



The Staff Response to Comments were distributed for your review and are available online and at the back of the room.



Recommendation

• Approval of the TMDL

• Questions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Staff recommends approval of this amendment.



I have a more detailed presentation prepared if you would like more information.  Otherwise this will conclude my presentation and we can field any questions and comments.    What is your preference?





Proposed TMDL Revisions

• Incorporate copper Water Effect Ratio 
(WER) of 3.96 

• Adjust numeric targets and loading 
capacity for LA River Reaches 1 - 4 and 
Burbank Western Channel

• Adjust copper Waste Load Allocations for 
Donal C. Tillman, LA-Glendale, and 
Burbank POTWs

• Allocations for other sources remain based 
on default WER value of 1.0
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iThe proposed revisions would incorporate a copper WER of 3.96 into the TMDL based on a 2008 study conducted by the Cities of Los Angeles and Burbank.



The copper WER would be used to adjust the numeric targets and loading capacity for Los Angeles River Reaches 1 - 4 and the Burbank Western Channel.



The WER would also be used to adjust the copper WLAs for the three major POTWs that discharge to those areas.



The copper allocations for other sources would remain based on the default WER value of 1.0 and the remaining portion of the loading capacity would remain unallocated. 



Los Angeles Water Board staff did not consider applying the copper WER developed by the 2008 study to multiple sources in the watershed, including stormwater, because the 2008 study applies to the wastewater treatment plants only. Additional data would be needed to revise the copper waste load allocations for all sources. 



Proposed TMDL Revisions, Cont’d

• Publicly Owned Treatment Works required 
to conduct additional receiving water 
monitoring to verify WER is protective of 
downstream standards

• WER may be modified when TMDL is 
reconsidered
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Under the proposed amendment, the three POTWs must conduct additional receiving water monitoring to verify that water quality conditions are similar to those of the 2008 copper WER study period and that the WER-based copper WLAs will continue to achieve downstream water quality standards. 



The Los Angeles Board will evaluate the WER based on potential changes in the chemical characteristics of the water body and will revise the WER and copper WLAs, if necessary, to ensure protection of beneficial uses.



At the time this TMDL is reconsidered, the WER may be modified or revert back to a default of 1.0 unless additional data have been collected that support application of a WER to all sources, or confirm continued application of the WER to the POTWs only. 





Recommendation

• Approval of the TMDL

• Questions
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Staff recommends approval of this amendment.



Questions?
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