
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 
CENTRAL COAST REGION 

 
Executive Officer Order No. R3-2015-0031 

 Extending the Termination Date of 
 

Order No. R3-2010-0036  
 

General Conditional Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements for  
The Management of Petroleum-Impacted Soils at Authorized Waste Pile Management 

Facilities on Active Oil Leases and Fee Properties  
In the Central Coast Region 

 
 
The Executive Officer of the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Coast 
Region (Central Coast Water Board), pursuant to authority delegated under section 13223 of 
the California Water Code, makes the following findings and orders the extension of the 
termination date of Order No. R3-2010-0036: 
 

1. California Water Code Section 13269 authorizes the Central Coast Water Board to 
waive the requirement to submit reports of waste discharge and the issuance of waste 
discharge requirements, as set forth in Sections 13260(a), 13263(a), and 13264(a) of the 
California Water Code, summarized below, for specific discharges or specific types of 
discharges where such a waiver is consistent with any applicable state or regional water 
quality control plan and is in the public interest. 
 

a. Section 13260(a) requires a report of waste discharge from any person or 
agency proposing to discharge waste. 
 

b. Section 13263(a) provides the Central Coast Water Board with authority to issue 
waste discharge requirements for any proposed or existing discharge that could 
affect water quality. 

 
c. Section 13264(a) prohibits waste discharge without discharger submittal of a 

report of waste discharge and Central Coast Water Board adoption of waste 
discharge requirements or Central Coast Water Board issuance of a waiver. 

 
2. California Water Code Section 13269 requires that waivers be conditional and may be 

terminated at any time by the Central Coast Water Board. Waivers may not be granted 
for discharges to surface waters or conveyances thereto that are subject to the federal 
Clean Water Act requirements for NPDES permits. A waiver may not exceed five years 
in duration but may be renewed by the Central Coast Water Board. Each waiver must 
also include a monitoring program unless the Central Coast Water Board determines 
that the discharges subject to a waiver do not pose a significant threat to water quality. 
 

3. Oil mining, production, and delivery operations generate large volumes of soils degraded 
by petroleum hydrocarbons and non-hazardous spent sandblasting aggregates. Oil-field 
operators need areas to temporarily store waste soils, treat and process them for reuse 
or disposal.  Authorized waste pile management facilities serve as staging areas for 
waste soil screening and storing while chemistry analytical data is obtained to make 
decisions about the ultimate treatment, disposal or reuse options for the impacted soil 
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material.  With proper management and effective implementation of erosion and run-
on/off control management practices, authorized waste pile management facilities 
containing petroleum-impacted soils is unlikely to pose a significant threat to water 
quality.  
 

4. On September 2, 2010, the Central Coast Water Board adopted Order No. R3-2010-
0036,  a General Conditional Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements for the 
Management of Petroleum-Impacted Soils at Authorized Waste Pile Management 
Facilities on Active Oil Leases and Fee Properties in the Central Coast Region (Waste 
Pile Management Facility Order, Attachment 1 to this Executive Officer Order). 
 

5. Currently, there are eight (8) dischargers enrolled in the Waste Pile Management Facility 
Order.  The Waste Pile Management Facility Order conditionally authorizes the 
operation and management of waste pile management facilities on "active" oil leases 
and fee properties.  Specifically, the Waste Pile Management Facility Order conditionally 
authorizes waste pile management facilities to serve as staging areas for waste soil 
screening and storing while chemistry analytical data is obtained to make decisions 
about the ultimate treatment, disposal or reuse options for the impacted soil material.   
 

6. The conditions of the Waste Pile Management Facility Order also include specific 
monitoring and reporting requirements for dischargers, as part of General Monitoring 
and Reporting Program No. R3-2010-0036 for the Management of Petroleum-Impacted 
Soils at Authorized Waste Pile Management Facilities on Active Oil Leases and Fee 
Properties in the Central Coast Region.  The Central Coast Water Board’s Executive 
Officer may revise or impose additional monitoring and reporting requirements on any 
discharger enrolled in the Waste Pile Management Facility Order as authorized pursuant 
to Water Code Section 13267.   
 

7. The Waste Pile Management Facility Order will expire on September 2, 2015.  Water 
Board staff intended to renew the Waste Pile Management Facility Order prior to the 
expiration date.  Due to staffing constraints, Water Board staff has not developed a 
revised Waste Pile Management Facility Order.  Water Board staff is considering 
whether to continue the use of a waiver or to prepare a general permit for the operation 
and management of waste pile management facilities on "active" oil leases and fee 
properties.  An extension of the termination date of the Waste Pile Management Facility 
Order will allow staff necessary time to consider various regulatory options and conduct 
the necessary public process. 

8. This Executive Officer Order R3-2015-0031 extends the Waste Pile Management Facility 
Order for an additional two years.  The Central Coast Water Board anticipates reviewing 
the conditions of the Waste Pile Management Facility Order in a public hearing prior to 
September 2, 2017. 
 

9. Water Code section 13223 authorizes the Central Coast Water Board to delegate any of 
its powers and duties to its Executive Officer except “(1) the promulgation of any 
regulation; (2) the issuance, modification, or revocation of any water quality control plan, 
water quality objectives, or waste discharge requirement; (3) the issuance, modification, 
or revocation of any cease and desist order; (4) the holding of any hearing on water 
quality control plans; and (5) the application to the Attorney General for judicial 
enforcement…”  The Central Coast Water Board has delegated to the Executive Officer 
all of its powers and duties except those enumerated above.  Pursuant to that 
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delegation, the Executive Officer has the power to extend the termination date of the 
conditions of the Waste Pile Management Facility Order.  The conditions of the Waste 
Pile Management Facility Order are not regulations, water quality control plans, or waste 
discharge requirements, nor do they constitute the adoption of water quality objectives.  

10. Water Code section 13269 authorizes the Central Coast Water Board to waive waste 
discharge requirements for specific types of discharges.  Water Code section 13269(f) 
requires that prior to renewal of any waiver that the regional board shall review the 
waiver at a public hearing.  The Executive Officer’s action in this order to extend the 
termination date does not modify the conditions of the Waste Pile Management Facility 
Order; therefore, no further public hearing is necessary prior to this extension of the 
termination date. 
 

11. This Executive Officer Order R3-2015-0031 to extend the termination date of Order No. 
R3-2010-0036 does not modify the conditions of that Order.  Order No. R3-2010-0036 
contains findings required by Water Code section 13269 and CEQA and those findings 
are incorporated by reference into this Executive Officer Order R3-2015-0031 to extend 
the termination date. 

 
12. The adoption of this Executive Officer Order is in the public interest because it continues 

the conditional waiver of waste discharge requirements that requires actions by 
dischargers to control discharges of waste and compliance with water quality standards. 
The conditions of the Waste Pile Management Facility Order simplify and streamline the 
regulatory process without compromising the protection of water quality. The conditions 
of the Waste Pile Management Facility Order waive the requirement to submit a report of 
waste discharge for dischargers provided that specific conditions are met.  The discharges 
will not have a significant effect on water quality provided that the discharger complies with 
the required conditions.  

 
13. Any person affected by this Central Coast Water Board action may petition the State 

Water Resources Control Board to review the action in accordance with Section 13320 
of the California Water Code and CCR, Title 23, Section 2050.  The State Water Board, 
Office of Chief Counsel, must receive the petition within 30 days of the date of this 
Order.  Copies of the law and regulations applicable to filing petitions will be provided 
upon request.  

 
THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED pursuant to sections 13223 and 13269 of the California Water 
Code: 
 

1. The termination date of the conditions contained in Central Coast Water Board Order 
No. R3-2010-0036 General Conditional Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements for 
fhe Management of Petroleum-Impacted Soils at Authorized Waste Pile Management 
Facilities on Active Oil Leases and Fee Properties in the Central Coast Region, is hereby 
extended until September 2, 2017. 
 

2. No other modifications are made to Order No. R3-2010-0036. 
 

3. Any person enrolled in Order No. R3-2010-0036 is not required to submit a new notice of 
intent to enroll in the Order. 
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CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Kenneth A. Harris Jr., Executive Officer, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and 
correct copy of Executive Order No. R3-2015-0031, issued on September 2, 2015.  
      
 
 
        
Kenneth A. Harris Jr. 
Executive Officer 
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