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WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR
THE UNI-KOOL PARTNERS
UNI-KOOL PARTNERS VEGETABLE PACKING FACILITY, SALINAS

The following Discharger is subject to waste discharge requirements as set forth in this Order.

Table 1. Discharger Information

Discharger The Uni-Kool Partners
Name of Facility The Uni-Kool Partners Vegetable Packing Facility
320 John Street
Facility Address Salinas, CA 93901
Monterey County
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and the Central Coast Regional Water Quality
Control Board have classified this discharge as a minor discharge.

Discharges by The Uni-Kool Partners from the discharge point identified below are subject to waste
discharge requirements as set forth in this Order:

Table 2. Discharge Location

Discharge | Effluent Description | Discharge Point | Discharge Point Receiving Water
Point Latitude Longitude
001 Treated Wastewater 36°40' 16" N 121°38' 23" W Salinas Reclamation
and Stormwater Canal

Table 3. Administrative Information

This Order was adopted by the Regional Water Quality Control Board on: | May 30 or 31, 2013
This Order shall become effective on: May 30 or 31, 2013
This Order shall expire on: May 30 or 31, 2018

The Discharger shall file a Report of Waste Discharge in accordance with 220 days prior to the Order
title 23, California Code of Regulations, as application for issuance of new ox irati\g)n date

H H .
waste discharge requirements no later than: gxpiration date

THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, that this Order supersedes Order No. R3-2005-0046
except for enforcement purposes, and, in order to meet the provisions contained in division 7 of the
Water Code (commencing with section 13000) and regulations adopted thereunder, and the provisions
of the federal CWA and regulations and guidelines adopted thereunder, the Discharger shall comply
with the requirements in this Order.

JEFFREY S. YOUNG, cHAIR | KENNETH A. HARRIS JR., INTERIM EXECUTIVE OFFICER

895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 | www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralcoast
") RECYCLED PAPER

Iltem No. 6 Attachment 1
May 30-31, 2013
Waste Discharge Requirements for Uni-Kool Partners



I, Kenneth A. Harris Jr., Interim Executive Officer, do hereby certify that this Order, with all
attachments, is a full, true, and correct copy of an order adopted by the California Regional Water
Quality Control Board, Central Coastal Region on May 30 or 31, 2013.

Kenneth A. Harris Jr., Interim Executive Officer
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THE UNI-KOOL PARTNERS Order No. R3-2013-0002
UNI-KOOL PARTNERS VEGETABLE PACKING FACILITY NPDES NO. CA0005720

FACILITY INFORMATION
The following Discharger is subject to waste discharge requirements as set forth in this Order:

Table 4. Facility Information

Discharger The Uni-Kool Partners

Name of Facility Uni-Kool Partners Vegetable Packing Facility

Facility Address Salinas, CA 93901

320 John Street

Monterey County

Facility Contact, Title, and

Robert Bellew, Manager, (831) 424-4811

Phone

Mailing Address PO Box 3140, Salinas, CA 93912

Type of Facility Vegetable Processing (SIC Code 0273, NAICS Code 115114)
Facility Design Flow 0.10 million gallons per day (MGD)

FINDINGS

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Coast Region (hereinafter the Central
Coast Water Board) finds:

A. Background. The Uni-Kool Partners (hereinafter the Discharger) is currently discharging pursuant

to Order No. R3-2005-0046 and National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit
No. CA0005720. The Discharger submitted a Report of Waste Discharge, dated March 9, 2010,
and applied to renew its NPDES permit to discharge up to 0.10 MGD (actual maximum daily flow)
of treated wastewater and stormwater from the Uni-Kool Partners Vegetable Packing Facility. The
Central Coast Water Board deemed the application complete on May 20, 2010.

For the purposes of this Order, references to the “discharger,” “facility,” or “permittee” in applicable
federal and State laws, regulations, plans, or policies are held to be equivalent to references to the
Discharger herein.

. Facility Description. The Discharger owns and operates the Uni-Kool Partners Vegetable

Packing Facility (hereinafter the Facility), a vegetable packing, processing and cold storage facility.
The Facility generates process wastewater (cold storage melted ice, spent fresh vegetable wash
water, equipment wash water, evaporative cooler blowdown) as well as on-site stormwater.
Wastewater and stormwater generated at the Facility is pumped to an on-site treatment system,
which consists of straining (coarse particulate removal), addition of anti-foaming agents, screening
(Sweco-brand 80-mesh screens for fine particulate removal), settling, and aeration. The Facility
has two aeration and settling ponds in series with a combined volume of 350,000 gallons. The
ponds are connected via a weir between the two ponds.

Treated wastewater and stormwater is discharged from Discharge Point No. 001 to a storm drain
tributary to the Salinas Reclamation Canal, a water of the United States within the Salinas
Hydrologic Unit.

Attachment B provides a map of the area around the Facility. Attachment C provides a flow
schematic of the Facility.

. Legal Authorities. This Order is issued pursuant to CWA §402 and implementing regulations

adopted by the USEPA and Chapter 5.5, Division 7 of the California Water Code (CWC),

Limitations and Discharge Requirements 4
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UNI-KOOL PARTNERS VEGETABLE PACKING FACILITY NPDES NO. CA0005720

commencing with §13370. It shall serve as an NPDES permit for point source discharges from the
Facility to surface waters. This Order also serves as waste discharge requirements (WDRs)
pursuant to article 4, chapter 4, division 7 of the CWC, commencing with §13260.

D. Background and Rationale for Requirements. The Central Coast Water Board developed the
requirements in this Order based on information submitted in of the application, in monitoring and
reporting programs, and other available information, including a site visit on May 9, 2012. The Fact
Sheet (Attachment F), which contains background information and rationale for this Order’s
requirements, is hereby incorporated into this Order and constitutes part of its Findings.
Attachments A through E are also incorporated into this Order.

E. California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Pursuant to CWC §13389, this action to adopt an
NPDES permit is exempt from the provisions of the CEQA, Public Resources Code §21100
through §21177.

F. Technology-Based Effluent Limitations. CWA §301(b) and USEPA’s NPDES regulations at 40
CFR 122.44 require that permits include, at a minimum, conditions meeting applicable technology-
based requirements and any more stringent effluent limitations necessary to meet applicable water
quality standards. Discharges authorized by this Order must meet minimum federal technology-
based requirements based on Best Professional Judgment (BPJ) in accordance with 40 CFR
125.3. Discussion regarding development of technology-based effluent limitations is included in
the Fact Sheet (Attachment F).

G. Water Quality-Based Effluent Limitations. CWA §301(b) and NPDES regulations at 40 CFR
122.44(d) require that permits include limitations more stringent than applicable federal technology-
based requirements where necessary to achieve applicable water quality standards.

NPDES regulations at 40 CFR 122.44(d)(1)(i) mandate that permits include effluent limitations for
all pollutants that are or may be discharged at levels that have the reasonable potential to cause or
contribute to an exceedance of a water quality standard, including numeric and narrative objectives
within a standard. Where reasonable potential is established for a pollutant, but there is no
numeric criterion or objective for the pollutant, water quality-based effluent limitations (WQBELSs)
must be established using: (1) USEPA criteria guidance under CWA §304(a), supplemented where
necessary by other relevant information; (2) an indicator parameter for the pollutant of concern; or
(3) a calculated numeric water quality criterion, such as a proposed State criterion or policy
interpreting the State’s narrative criterion, supplemented with other relevant information, as
provided at 40 CFR 122.44(d)(1)(vi).

H. Water Quality Control Plans. The Central Coast Water Board has adopted the Water Quality
Control Plan for the Central Coastal Basin (the Basin Plan), which designates beneficial uses,
establishes water quality objectives, and contains implementation programs and policies to
achieve those objectives for receiving waters within the Region. In addition, the Basin Plan
implements State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) Resolution No. 88-63,
which establishes State policy that all waters, with certain exceptions, should be considered
suitable or potentially suitable for municipal or domestic supply. Beneficial uses established by
the Basin Plan for the Salinas Reclamation Canal are presented in Table 5, below.

Limitations and Discharge Requirements 5
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THE UNI-KOOL PARTNERS

UNI-KOOL PARTNERS VEGETABLE PACKING FACILITY

Table 5. Basin Plan Beneficial Uses

Order No. R3-2013-0002
NPDES NO. CA0005720

Discharge Point

Receiving Water Name

Beneficial Use(s)

001 Salinas Reclamation e Contact Water Recreation (REC-1)
Canal e Non-contact Water Recreation (REC-2)
¢ Wildlife Habitat (WILD)

e Warm Freshwater Habitat (WARM)

e Commercial and Sport Fishing (COMM)

001 Groundwater ¢ Municipal and Domestic Supply (MUN)
e Agricultural Supply (AGR)
e Industrial Supply (IND)

Requirements of this Order implement the Basin Plan.

National Toxics Rule (NTR) and California Toxics Rule (CTR). USEPA adopted the NTR on
December 22, 1992, and later amended it on May 4, 1995, and November 9, 1999. About forty
criteria in the NTR applied in California. On May 18, 2000, USEPA adopted the CTR. The CTR
promulgated new toxics criteria for California and, in addition, incorporated the previously adopted
NTR criteria that were applicable in the State. The CTR was amended on February 13, 2001.
These rules contain water quality criteria for priority pollutants that are applicable to discharges
from the Facility.

. State Implementation Policy. On March 2, 2000, the State Water Board adopted the Policy for

Implementation of Toxics Standards for Inland Surface Waters, Enclosed Bays, and Estuaries of
California (State Implementation Policy or SIP). The SIP became effective on April 28, 2000, with
respect to the priority pollutant criteria promulgated for California by the USEPA through the NTR
and to the priority pollutant objectives established by the Central Coast Water Board in the Basin
Plan. The SIP became effective on May 18, 2000, with respect to the priority pollutant criteria
promulgated by the USEPA through the CTR. The State Water Board adopted amendments to the
SIP on February 24, 2005, that became effective on July 13, 2005. The SIP establishes
implementation provisions for priority pollutant criteria and objectives and provisions for chronic
toxicity control. Requirements of this Order implement the SIP.

. Compliance Schedules and Interim Requirements. Section 2.1 of the SIP provides that, based
on a Discharger’s request and demonstration that it is infeasible for an existing Discharger to
achieve immediate compliance with an effluent limitation derived from a CTR criterion, compliance
schedules may be allowed in an NPDES permit. Unless an exception has been granted under
section 5.3 of the SIP, a compliance schedule may not exceed 5 years from the date that the
permit is issued or reissued, nor may it extend beyond 10 years from the effective date of the SIP
(or May 18, 2010) to establish and comply with CTR criterion-based effluent limitations. Where a
compliance schedule for a final effluent limitation exceeds 1 year, the Order must include interim
numeric limitations for that constituent or parameter. Where allowed by the Basin Plan,
compliance schedules and interim effluent limitations or discharge specifications may also be
granted to allow time to implement a new or revised water quality objective. This Order does not
include compliance schedules or interim effluent limitations.

. Alaska Rule. On March 30, 2000, USEPA revised its regulation that specifies when new and

revised State and tribal water quality standards (WQS) become effective for CWA purposes [65
Fed. Reg. 24641 (April 27, 2000) (codified at 40 CFR 131.21)]. Under the revised regulation (also
known as the Alaska Rule), new and revised standards submitted to USEPA after May 30, 2000
must be approved by USEPA before being used for CWA purposes. The final rule also provides

Limitations and Discharge Requirements 6
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that standards already in effect and submitted to USEPA by May 30, 2000 may be used for CWA
purposes, whether or not approved by USEPA.

M. Stringency of Requirements for Individual Pollutants. This Order contains both technology-
based and water quality-based effluent limitations for individual pollutants. The technology-based
effluent limitations consist of restrictions for biochemical oxygen demand (BOD:s), total suspended
solids (TSS) and settleable solids, and are discussed in section IV.B of the Fact Sheet. This
Order’'s technology-based pollutant restrictions implement the minimum applicable federal
technology-based requirements.

WQBELs have been scientifically derived to implement water quality objectives that protect
beneficial uses. Both the beneficial uses and the water quality objectives have been approved
pursuant to federal law and are the applicable federal water quality standards. To the extent that
toxic pollutant WQBELs were derived from the CTR, the CTR is the applicable standard pursuant
to NPDES regulations at 40 CFR 131.38. The scientific procedures for calculating the individual
WQBELSs for priority pollutants are based on the CTR and the SIP, which was approved by USEPA
on May 18, 2000. All beneficial uses and water quality objectives contained in the Basin Plan were
approved under State law and submitted to and approved by USEPA prior to May 30, 2000. Any
water quality objectives and beneficial uses submitted to USEPA prior to May 30, 2000, but not
approved by USEPA before that date, are nonetheless “applicable water quality standards for
purposes of the CWA” pursuant to NPDES regulations at 40 CFR 131.21(c)(1). Collectively, this
Order’s restrictions on individual pollutants are no more stringent than required to implement the
requirements of the CWA.

N. Antidegradation Policy. NPDES regulations at 40 CFR 131.12 require that State water quality
standards include an antidegradation policy consistent with the federal policy. The State Water
Board established California’s antidegradation policy in State Water Board Resolution No. 68-16,
which incorporates the federal antidegradation policy where the federal policy applies under federal
law. Resolution No. 68-16 requires that the existing quality of waters be maintained unless
degradation is justified based on specific findings. The Basin Plan implements and incorporates by
reference both the State and federal antidegradation policies. As discussed in Section II.C.5 of the
Fact Sheet, the permitted discharge is consistent with the antidegradation provisions of 40 CFR
131.12 and State Water Board Resolution No. 68-16.

O. Anti-Backsliding Requirements. CWA §402(0)(2) and §303(d)(4) and NPDES regulations at 40
CFR 122.44(]) prohibit backsliding in NPDES permits. These anti-backsliding provisions require
effluent limitations in a reissued permit to be as stringent as those in the previous permit, with some
exceptions where limitations may be relaxed. All effluent limitations in this Order are at least as
stringent as the effluent limitations in the previous Order.

P. Endangered Species Act. This Order does not authorize any act that results in the taking of a
threatened or endangered species or any act that is now prohibited, or becomes prohibited in
the future, under either the California Endangered Species Act (Fish and Game Code §2050 to
§2097) or the federal Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C.A. §1531 to §1544). This Order
requires compliance with effluent limits, receiving water limits, and other requirements to protect
the beneficial uses of waters of the State. The Discharger is responsible for meeting all
requirements of State and federal law regarding threatened and endangered species.

Q. Monitoring and Reporting. NPDES regulations at 40 CFR 122.48 require that all NPDES permits
specify requirements for recording and reporting monitoring results. CWC §13267 and §13383
also authorize the Central Coast Water Board to require technical and monitoring reports. The
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Monitoring and Reporting Program, provided as Attachment E to the Order, establishes monitoring
and reporting requirements to implement federal and State requirements.

Standard and Special Provisions. Standard Provisions, which apply to all NPDES permits in
accordance with 40 CFR 122.41, and additional conditions applicable to specified categories of
permits in accordance with 40 CFR 122.42, are provided in Attachment D. The Discharger must
comply with all standard provisions and with those additional conditions that are applicable
pursuant to 40 CFR 122.42. The Central Coast Water Board has also included in this Order
special provisions applicable to the Discharger. A rationale for the special provisions contained in
this Order is provided in the attached Fact Sheet.

Provisions and Requirements Implementing State Law. The provisions and requirements in
subsections IV.B, IV.C, and V.B of this Order are included to implement State law only. These
provisions and requirements are not required or authorized under the federal CWA; consequently,
violations of these provisions and requirements are not subject to the enforcement remedies that
are available for NPDES violations.

Notification of Interested Parties. The Central Coast Water Board has notified the Discharger
and interested agencies and persons of its intent to prescribe WDRs for the discharge and has
provided them with an opportunity to submit their written comments and recommendations. Details
of notification are provided in the Fact Sheet of this Order.

Consideration of Public Comment. The Central Coast Water Board, in a public meeting, heard
and considered all comments pertaining to the discharge. Details of the public hearing are
provided in the Fact Sheet of this Order.

lll. DISCHARGE PROHIBITIONS

A.

F.

Discharge of treated wastewater at a location or in a manner other than as described by this Order
at Discharge Point 001 is prohibited.

The discharge of any waste not specifically regulated by this Order is prohibited.

Creation of a condition of pollution, contamination, or nuisance, as defined by CWC §13050, is
prohibited.

The overflow or bypass of wastewater from the Discharger’s collection, treatment, or disposal
facilities and the subsequent discharge of untreated or partially treated wastewater, except as
provided for in Attachment D, Standard Provision |. G (Bypass), is prohibited.

Daily dry weather flow, averaged monthly (the average daily flow in the three driest months of each
year) shall not exceed a dry weather monthly average of 0.10 MGD.

The discharge of radioactive substances is prohibited.

IV. EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS AND DISCHARGE SPECIFICATIONS

A. Effluent Limitations — Discharge Point 001
1. Final Effluent Limitations
a. Conventional and Non-Conventional Pollutants. The Discharger shall maintain
compliance with the following effluent limitations at Discharge Point 001 (discharge to
Limitations and Discharge Requirements 8
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the Salinas Reclamation Canal) with compliance measured at Monitoring Location EFF-
001, as described in the attached Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP).

Table 6. Effluent Limitations for Conventional and Non-Conventional Pollutants

Constituent Units Effluent Limits
Average Monthly Maximum Daily
BODs mg/L 60 90
TSS mg/L 60 90
Settleable Solids mL/L 0.3
;I'_Ig)ltDaSI)Dmsolved Solids mg/L 1300 1500
Chloride mg/L 250
Sulfate mg/L 600
Boron mg/L 0.5
Sodium mg/L 250
Nitrate (as N) mg/L 10
pH standard units 7.0 — 8.3 at all times
Acute Toxicity Pass/Fail There shall be no acute toxicity as determined by
the survival of test organisms at 100 percent effluent
compared to a control using a statistical t-test.

b. Dissolved Oxygen. Dissolved oxygen in treated wastewater discharged at Discharge
Point 001 shall not be below 5.0 mg/L.

c. Toxic Pollutants. The Discharger shall maintain compliance with the following
effluent limitations for toxic pollutants at Discharge Point 001, with compliance measured
at Monitoring Location EFF-001, as described in the attached MRP.

Table 7. Effluent Limitations for Conventional and Non-Conventional Pollutants

Constituent Units Effluent Limits
Average Monthly Maximum Daily
Selenium pg/L 4.1 8.2
Bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate pg/L 1.8 3.6

B. Land Discharge Specifications
This section of the standardized permit template is not applicable.
C. Reclamation Specifications
This section of the standardized permit template is not applicable.
V. RECEIVING WATER LIMITATIONS
A. Surface Water Limitations
Receiving water limitations are based on water quality objectives contained in the Basin Plan and

are a required part of this Order. Discharges from the Facility shall not cause the following
conditions in the Salinas Reclamation Canal.

Limitations and Discharge Requirements 9
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1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Waters shall be free of coloration that causes nuisance or adversely affects beneficial uses.
Coloration attributable to materials of waste origin shall not be greater than 15 units or 10
percent above natural background color, whichever is greater.

Waters shall not contain taste or odor-producing substances in concentrations that impart
undesirable tastes or odors to fish flesh or other edible products of aquatic origin, that cause
nuisance, or that adversely affect beneficial uses.

Waters shall not contain floating material, including solids, liquids, foams, and scum, in
concentrations that cause nuisance or adversely affect beneficial uses.

Waters shall not contain suspended material in concentrations that causes nuisance or
adversely affects beneficial uses.

Waters shall not contain settleable material in concentrations that result in deposition of
material that causes nuisance or adversely affects beneficial uses.

Waters shall not contain oils, greases, waxes, or other similar materials in concentrations
that result in a visible film or coating on the surface of the water or on objects in the water,
that cause nuisance, or that otherwise adversely affect beneficial uses.

Waters shall not contain biostimulatory substances in concentrations that promote aquatic
growths to the extent that such growths cause nuisance or adversely affect beneficial uses.

The suspended sediment load and suspended sediment discharge rate to surface waters
shall not be altered in such a manner as to cause nuisance or adversely affect beneficial
uses.

Waters shall be free of changes in turbidity that cause nuisance or adversely affect
beneficial uses. Increase in turbidity attributable to controllable water quality factors shall
not exceed the following limits.

a. Where natural turbidity is between 0 and 50 Jackson Turbidity Units (JTU), increases
shall not exceed 20 percent.

b. Where natural turbidity is between 50 and 100 JTU, increases shall not exceed 10 JTU.
c. Where natural turbidity is greater than 100 JTU, increases shall not exceed 10 percent.

The pH value shall not be depressed below 7.0 nor raised above 8.3. The change in normal
ambient pH levels shall not exceed 0.5 in fresh water.

Dissolved oxygen concentrations in receiving waters shall not be reduced below 5.0 mg/L at
any time. Median values should not fall below 85 percent saturation as a result of
controllable water quality conditions.

At no time or place shall the temperature of any water be increased by more than 5°F above
the natural receiving water temperature.

All waters shall be maintained free of toxic substances in concentrations which are toxic to,
or which produce detrimental physiological responses in, human, plant, animal, or aquatic
life. Survival of aquatic life in surface waters subjected to a waste discharge or other

Limitations and Discharge Requirements 10
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14.

15.

16.

17.

controllable water quality conditions shall not be less than that for the same water body in
areas unaffected by the waste discharge.

The discharge of wastes shall not cause concentrations of un-ionized ammonia (NHz) to
exceed 0.025 mg/L (as N) in the Salinas Reclamation Canal.

No individual pesticide or combination of pesticides shall reach concentrations that
adversely affect the beneficial uses of the receiving water. There shall be no increase in
pesticide concentrations found in bottom sediments or aquatic life. For waters where
existing concentrations are presently nondetectable or where beneficial uses would be
impaired by concentrations in excess of nondetectable levels, total identifiable chlorinated
hydrocarbon pesticides shall not be present at concentrations detectable within the accuracy
of analytical methods as prescribed in Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and
Wastewater, latest edition, or other equivalent methods approved by the Executive Officer.

Waters shall not contain organic substances in concentrations greater than the following.

Methylene Blue Activated Substances 0.2 mg/L
Phenols 0.2 mg/L
PCBs 0.3 pg/L
Phthalate Esters 0.002 pg/L

Radionuclides shall not be present in concentrations that are deleterious to human, plant,
animal, or aquatic life; or result in the accumulation of radionuclides in the food web to an
extent which presents a hazard to human, plant, animal, or aquatic life.

B. Groundwater Limitations

Activities at and discharges from the Facility shall not cause exceedances or deviation from the
following water quality objectives for groundwater established by the Basin Plan.

1.

Groundwater shall not contain taste- or odor-producing substances in concentrations that
adversely affect beneficial uses.

Radionuclides shall not be present in concentrations that are deleterious to human, plant,
animal, or aquatic life; or result in the accumulation of radionuclides in the food web to an
extent that presents a hazard to human, plant, animal, or aquatic life. For protection of the
municipal and domestic supply beneficial use, in no circumstance shall groundwaters
contain concentrations of radionuclides in excess of the maximum contaminant levels
(MCLs) for radioactivity presented in Table 4 of Title 22 CCR, Division 4, Chapter 15, Atrticle
5.

For protection of the municipal and domestic supply beneficial use, the median
concentration of coliform organisms in groundwater, over any seven-day period, shall be
less than 2.2 organisms per 100 milliliters.

For protection of the municipal and domestic supply beneficial use, groundwater shall not
contain concentrations of chemical constituents in excess of the primary maximum
contaminant levels (MCLs) specified for drinking water in Table 64431-A (Primary MCLs for
Inorganic Chemicals) and Table 64444-A (Primary MCLs for Organic Chemicals) of Title 22
CCR, Division 4, Chapter 15. Note that the MCL for nitrate is 10 mg/L expressed as N.

Limitati