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117 Byron Albano Cuyama Orchards 1/20/2011 

118 Cindy A. Forbes California Department of Public Health 1/29/2011 
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State Senator 
Anthony Cannella California State Senate, 12
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 District 2/12/2011 

120 William H. Leahy II Big Sur Land Trust 2/12/2011 
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William W. Monning California State Assembly, 27

th
 District 5/9/2011 
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RE: DRAFT AGRICULTURE ORDER NO. R3-2011-0006

Dear Ms. Schroeter,

The California Department of Public Health's Division of Drinking Water and Environmental
Management has reviewed the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board's proposed
draft Agriculture Order. Implementation of the outlined Best Management Practices will
enhance the protection of both surface water and groundwater in the Central Coast Region from
fertilizer, pesticides and nitrate contamination.

The Department of Public Health supports the requirements outlined in the draft Agriculture
Order and encourages the adoption of the Order by your Board. Protection against continued
nitrate contamination of the groundwater in the Central Coast region will minimize the need for
additional treatment of public water supply sources from this contaminant which poses a
significant public health threat.

Thanks for allowing the Department to participate in the preparation of the Order and provide
comments. Please <;:ontact me at (559)447-3130 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Cindy . Forbes, P.E., Chief
Sout ern California Field Operations Branch
DIVISION OF DRINKING WATER & ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

Southern California Drinking Water Field Operations Branch
265 W. Bullard Ave., Suite 101, Fresno, CA 93704

(559)447-3300 •
Internet Address: www.cdph.ca.gov
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February 10, 2011

Mr. Jeffrey S. Young, Chairman
California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Central Coast Region
895 Aerovista place, Suite 101
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
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I believe all sides of thisissue agree that clean water is very important in maintaining a
healthy environment. However, the tone of the current Draft Agricultural Order contains
goals that are unobtainable in the time frame set forth; in fact, the process of designing
and adopting a new agricultural discharge program will be anything but quick and simple.
Collaboration' between the CCRWQCB and the various partners in the agricultural
community is essential to develop a reasonable long term solution rather than a very
costly quick fix.

The Draft Agricultural Order does not seem to take into consideration the economic
impact this order would have on our region and on the rest of the State where agriculture
is a $36 billion industry generating at least $100 billion in related economic activity. The
graft qrd.~r~puld,.~~silytransla~~ into lost jq~s, fal.loweq farf1l, lcm,d" and overa~1get!iment
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Mr. Jeffrey S. Young
February 7, 2011
Page 2

In addition to an in-depth review, I would also urge the CCRWQCB to closely examine
the Agriculture Alternative Conditional Waiver that proposes the use of best practices,
education, farm water quality surveys, verification reviews etc. In working together I
believe a plan based on sound science and achievable goals can be reached.

Thank you for your attention to this critical issue. I look forward to working with you to
address the concerns of the agricultural industry in the Central Coast region. Please do
not hesitate to contact me if you should have questions.
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RE: Support for Continuing Discussions Regarding the Draft Conditional Waiver of Waste
Discharge Requirements for Discharges from Irrigated Lands

Dear Mr. Young and Mr. Briggs:

As a local land conservation organization in Monterey County we have been engaged in following the
continued development of the Draft Conditional Waiver ofDischarge Requirements for Discharges from
Irrigated Lands. Your most recent Board meeting revealed continued work by Regional Board staff and
the Central Coast agricultural community to develop a program that can address the water quality
impainnents in the watersheds of the Central Coast, while maintaining the viability of local agriculture in
our community. We were encouraged to see the dialogue continue towards a program that progresses
enhanced environmental conditions in the region.

This letter provides our support for continuing the dialogue with the agricultural community to develop
and reach consensus on a program that will improve water quality issues in the region and maintain
agriculture as an important land use in our County. We have met with representatives of the Central
Coast Agriculture'S Alternative Proposal and reviewed their work to date with regards to proposed
alternatives and encourage continued consideration of this and other proposals to develop a sustainable
irrigated lands water quality program for the future. Our work focuses on maintaining farm and grazing
lands for current and future generations ofMonterey County through proactive stewardship and sound
land management. We believe strongly our collective community can achieve a creative and successful
program for these complex issues given the time and cooperative dialogue needed.

Sincerely,

J '. ~ ."
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P. O. Box 4071. Monterey. CA 93942 t831-625-5523 f:831-658-0716 mail@bigsurlandtrust.org www.bigsurlandtrust.org
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I am writing in response to the latest draft recommendation by the California Regional Water 
Quality Control Board (Board) staff recommendation for an updated Conditional Waiver of 
Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges from Irrigated Lands (Ag Waiver). I respectfully 
request the Board consider re-opening the written comment period on the Ag Waiver. .r am well 
aware of the extensive public comment and input board members and staff have already received 
on this issue and appreciate their willingness to consider all viewpoints on this important issue. I 
regret that I am not able to address the Board at the upcoming May 4th meeting. 

Although much has been stated regarding the draft Ag Waiver, if the latest draft is as different 
from previous ones as it appears to be, it seems appropriate that the public have an opportunity to 
comment on its current iteration. It is my understanding that many groups have become newly 
cng .. gcd 'in trying to find .. ltcmati·: : 3olutio:1s tho.t. ::;,ccr;:npli:::!-: the gcal of improving "v~ter 
quality, while building trust among the stakeholders 

In addition, I am concerned about the impact of the Ag Waiver on small, low-income growers 
who happen to use pesticides that put them into the tier 3 category. It is my understanding that 
unless they can join a coalition to comply with the Ag Waiver, their individual costs to comply 
could put them at economic risk. As you know, the scales are already tipped against small 
growers and! would regret seeing them disproportionately harmed economically. One of the 
benefits of allowing more public comment is to extend the dialogue about how coalitions might 
be structured to assist small farmers in our region comply with the Ag Waiver. I am concerned 
about the ability of small-scale, non-English speaking farmers to access the appropriate materials 
online to comply with the Ag Waiver. I support any efforts ~y the Board to accommodate the 
teclmical and language needs of these growers to ensure their maximum participation. 
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I have heard strong opinions on both sides of the Ag Waiver issue and it is my observation that 
somehow along the way the spirit of cooperation and shared responsibility to find solutions to 
water quality problems has been eroded. The Central Coast has been the envy of other regions 
around the state for its model of cooperation in shared monitoring and mitigation strategies. It is 
my strong belief that any solution the Board and staff propose that does not enlist the buy-in and 
cooperation of all parties will not succeed. I would like to see a more deliberative and inclusive 
process of negotiation and discussion between and among currently divided stakeholders. 

Because there is no quorum on the current board, the current draft of the Ag Waiver will not 
come up for a vote until the Fall, or until the vacant Board positions are filled. It appears that 
extending the public comment period will not appreciably delay approval or implementation of 
the Ag Waiver. 

Finally, I salute the Board and staff for their unwavering focus on the goal of improving water 
quality on the Central Coast in both surface and groundwater. As Chair of the Assembly Health 
Committee, I also appreciate your primary goal of protecting public health and allowing all 
Californians the right to safe drinking water. In twenty years, it is my hope that we will be able 
to say that our local waterways are no longer the most impaired in the state, our wells have been 
cleared of nitrates and that agriculture took the lead in spurring growth in the field of water 
quality improvement. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
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