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AgOrder - Ag Order Comment

From:  Kelley Bell <Kelley.Bell@driscolls.com>
To: <AgOrder@waterboards.ca.gov>

Date: 12/30/2010 3:31 PM

Subject: Ag Order Comment

Attention: Howard Kolb, Agricultural Order Project Lead Staff
Regional Water Quality Control Board

895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401-7906

Re: Ag Order Comment

To the RWQCB Chair,
This is an informational letter designed to bring awareness to your board about the work being done
by our Pajaro Valley Community Dialogue effort related to the water issues in the lower Pajaro basin.

We began our effort in July of 2010 with over 50 diverse community stakeholders engaged in a
comprehensive effort to identify and act on ways we as a community can address the severe overdraft
in the Pajaro Valley. In our group we have representatives from large and small agriculture, farmers,
environmental organizations, universities, rural residential, large and small land owners, the City of
Watsonville, the County of Santa Cruz,County of Monterey and technical assistance providers such as
RCD, NRCS, CAFF, and PVWMA all working together with the same vision in mind.

We have identified specific strategies to address the overdraft and have active working groups focused
on the following:
e Land management opportunities including seasonal rotation or annual fallowing with cover crops
e Irrigation efficiency
e Soil moisture monitoring to aid in reduction of irrigation, which will also reduce percolation below
the root zone, lessening potential impacts to groundwater
Improved exchange of information and expanded technical assistance
Large scale projects for consideration
Recharge
0 Both Dr. Andrew Fisher of UC Santa Cruz and Dr. Marc Los Huertos of Cal State Monterey Bay
are leading research in recharge with the intent of increasing water levels in the basin over
time. In addition to their current efforts to map potential recharge zones in the Valley,
through our effort they are collaborating on a private pilot recharge project with a grower
and multiple land owners. Farmers in the Valley understand that recharge should be
accomplished in a manner which improves the quality of the water in the aquifer, so we are
attempting to trial an effort to do just that.

We have also been given a seat on the PVWMA Basin Management Plan Advisory Committee formed
to revise the Basin Management Plan over the next 18 months.
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We believe it is critical that the Ag Waiver accommodate managed groundwater recharge as an
essential part of the solution to the overdraft. Every region is unique, and our great hope is that the
Ag Waiver will be designed to allow for collaborative approaches to adaptive management and
flexibility over time to address these complex water quality and water supply issues in the lower
Pajaro basin for the long term.

Thank you for your consideration,
Signed the Water Community Dialogue Effort of Pajaro Valley, Co-Chairs and Planning Lead:

Chuck Allen
Kelley Bell
Frank Capurro
John E. Eiskamp
Dobie Jenkins
Katie Montano
Dave Runsten
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