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AgOrder - New Ag Waiver - Comments for Administrative Record

From:  Roger Moitoso <rogermoitoso@arroyosecovineyards.com>
To: <AgOrder@waterboards.ca.gov>

Date: 1/3/2011 3:08 PM

Subject: New Ag Waiver - Comments for Administrative Record

Attn: Jeffrey Young, Chairman of the Region 3 Water Board

Dear Chairman Young,

This is an outline of some of the concerns | have about where Region 3’s staff is going with this Ag Waiver
renewal.

l. Staff’s proposal lacks any scientific reasoning for their tiered system. One example: Number of
acres farmed has nothing to do with potential for toxic discharge (i.e. 1001 acres of CCOF certified
organically farmed wine grapes has less possibility for toxic discharge than would 100 acres on a
15% slope of conventionally farmed broccoli.)

Il. Staff’s proposal for aquatic buffers, protection, and restoration goes way beyond the intent of the
law. Disagreement on this issue can only be resolved in court if your board does not correct the
staff’s interpretation in the new waiver.

Il Many of your staff’s requirements necessitate large capital expenditures in order to comply — such
requirements need to be directed to the land owners (not the tenants). A landowner can capitalize
such an expenditure and amortize it in the rental agreement with numerous tenants over time,
whereas a single tenant does not have that option.

V. Region 3’s executive director, Roger Briggs, commented publicly that Region 3’s surface water —
according to the first 5 years of monitoring - is more toxic that other regions within the state.
Region 3 intentionally started with the 25 most toxic monitoring sites in the first year (2005), added
25 more sites spread throughout the region during the next year (2006); we intentionally looked for
hot-spots to monitor and have been working very diligently on improving the water quality. Your
executive director’s comments were very disingenuous and intended to play up to the
environmental community, rather than working with the landowners, farmers and businessmen
who are most concerned about the quality of land, air and water in our communities. This is our
life-blood — we can’t survive without it.

Best regards,
- Roger Moitoso

Land Owner, Farmer, and Businessman of Region 3
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