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Crop Production Services (CPS) is a national company that commercially applies pesticides and
nutrients. CPS is one of the largest application companies nationally and in California. CPSisa
strong steward of business practices that support both the environment, and human health and
safety. In California specifically, we have been on the cutting edge of developing equipment and
technology to prevent soil erosion/loss, reduced use of pesticides, integrated pest management,
and to reduce off site movement of pesticides. We have accomplished this working
collaboratively with Department of Pesticide Regulation, state colleges and universities, and our
own agronomy and research programs.

This letter is to express our support for the “Draft Central Coast Agriculture’s Alternative
Proposal” letter submitted to Jeffrey S. Young and Roger Briggs on December 3, 2010, by the
California Farm Bureau Federation. This alternative proposal is supported by CPS in that it is
much less complex than the proposed Order; it is designed around the requirements of the Water
Codes enforced by the Water Boards; and the alternative proposal is more workable for
Agriculture as compared to the draft Order. In addition, the objectives and the goals of the
Central Coast Water Board Order are not changed and can be met with this alternative proposal.

A key element of the “alternative proposal” is that all seven impacted Farm Bureaus support this
concept as well as the majority of the agricultural community impacted by the proposed “draft
Order”. This is important because it is always easier for a regulatory agency to implement a
regulatory program that is supported by the majority of the impacted stakeholders and still meets
the regulatory requirements.

Additionally, we would like comment on the broader issue of water quality as it relates to
agriculture in the Central Coast Region. Compared to just a few short years ago, today we have
a far better understanding of the environmental impacts of pesticides, fertilizers and plant
nutrients, particularly their impact on water quality. Through research and best management
practices adoption the industry has improved nutrient uptake and reduced losses. With additional



work in this area and the implementation of stewardship programs economic and environmental
performance can be improved further.

In many parts of the country, the agricultural community is now embracing a proactive approach
to balance competing goals. The 4R nutrient stewardship framework allows growers to meet
there sustainability goals through the adoption of best management practices by using the Right
Product and Right Rate at the Right Time and Right Place. The framework recognizes that what
is right for one area may not work in another. Best Management Practices must be customized to
address ecological and social differences. It is also clear that practices must be implemented in
all four areas to be effective. While this adds some complexity, it is a scientific reality. By
recognizing this within the frame work, we can achieve more consistent and real improvements
in performance.

It offers a sustainable solution through a science based and practical approach to nutrient use.

The 4R framework provides policy makers and researchers with a foundation they can use to
sustainably improve performance through the development and implementation of best
management practices.

We would like to offer our help as the board continues the rulemaking process. We believe that
the Farm Bureau alternative, along with the general approach outlined above, will provide a
more workable strategy to address the water quality concerns that prompted this proposed rule
and look forward to working with you on this critical issue.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Stephen Dyer



