Jeffrey S. Young, Chairman of the Board
California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Central Coast Region

895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

Re: Draft Ag Order (dated November, 2010)
Dear Mr. Young,

We own and operate our small family estate vineyard and winery. Collectively, we have
decades of experience with irrigated agriculture. Our vineyard is equipped with drip
irrigation, soil moisture monitoring, and a year-round cover crop, so we do not

adversely impact water quality. We consistently practice sustainable farming practices
in both our vineyard and winery. By having a public comment period within the holidays,
the Water Board has in effect limited public comment. A lack of detailed comments from
farmers in general and grape growers in particular does not indicate approval for or
disinterest in what is proposed in the Draft Ag Order.

The Draft Ag Order is poorly written, extremely confusing and open for significant
interpretation. We, both college graduates, spent several days trying to understand the
requirements of these documents. We know numerous other growers who are
extremely knowledgeable and deeply involved in these issues who have also spent an
inordinate amount of time trying to decipher the requirements. No regulatory process
needs to be this complicated.

The groundwater sampling requirements are the most costly part of the proposed Draft
Ag Order for Tier 1 growers. Water Board staff did not clearly define their objectives or
identify how they can manage such an enormous amount of data.

The entire groundwater testing regime should be coordinated with the respective
County Environmental Health Departments and local groundwater monitoring
programs. Data has already been gathered through these programs and should be
utilized. Until that point, it makes little sense to have growers obtain groundwater data
that may not be of use. Farmers such as grape growers who utilize drip irrigation with
permanent cover crops do not generate tailwater and should be exempt from these
requirements.

We agree with the comments submitted by the Paso Robles Wine Country Alliance and
the Central Coast Vineyard Team. We ask that your Board provide further direction to
staff to revise the proposed Ag Order so that it is less burdensome to farmers while
being protective of water quality.

Sincerely,

Victor & Leslie Roberts






