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Internet Address: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralcoast
895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101, San Luis Obispo, California  93401-7906

Phone (805) 549-3147 • FAX (805) 543-0397


April 27, 2006

Designated Parties, Interested Parties, and Media

CEASE AND DESIST ORDERS AGAINST INDIVIDUALS IN THE LOS OSOS PROHIBITION ZONE:  THE SCOPE OF THE APRIL 28 HEARING HAS NOT CHANGED
A Telegram Tribune article from Tuesday, April 25, correctly states that the prosecution team of the Regional Water Board has dropped its intention to recommend that Los Osos residents be required to pump their septic tanks periodically at this time.  See the article here: http://www.sanluisobispo.com/mld/sanluisobispo/14422087.htm
However, everyone should understand that the prosecution team is not deferring its recommendation for enforcement action on this matter.  The April 28 hearing regarding the Cease and Desist Orders will occur as scheduled, and the Water Board may still consider periodic pumping requirements.  The prosecution team simply makes a recommendation.  The Water Board itself decides what action to take after considering all evidence and comments.   The prosecution team’s revised recommendation does not change the scope of the April 28 hearing. 

Any inference that there have been any “conclusions” in this case would be a disservice to the residents of Los Osos who may be subject to proposed enforcement actions at the hearing.  

The Regional Water Board may still order Los Osos residents to stop prohibited discharges from septic tanks; the Regional Water Board may still order residents to stop discharging from septic tanks within a relatively short period of time; the Regional Water Board may still, in disregard of the prosecuting staff’s latest recommendation, order periodic pumping as originally proposed. In other words… no doors have been shut.  As stated in the prosecution staff’s notice posted on Monday, April 24, the scope of the hearing has not changed.   

Also, as a reminder, Water Board staff is divided into two teams for this case: the prosecution team and the advisory team.  The Water Board must separate itself and its legal and policy advisors (advisory team) from inappropriate contact with the prosecution team in order to preserve its adjudicatory objectivity.  

Sincerely,

Michael Thomas

Assistant Executive Officer (advisory team)
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