NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
and
NOTICE OF FILING OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS
Concerning a
Basin Plan Amendment for Methyl and Total Mercury in the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region (Central Valley
Water Board), will consider an amendment to the Water Quality Control Plan for the
Sacramento and San Joaquin River Basins (Basin Plan). The proposed amendment sets
forth a program to control methylmercury and total mercury in the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta Estuary (Delta). The proposed control program addresses beneficial uses, water
guality objectives, and an implementation program to achieve the objectives. This program
will satisfy the Central Valley Water Board’s obligation under the federal Clean Water Act
section 303(d) to address the Delta fish mercury impairment by developing a Total Maximum
Daily Load (TMDL) for the Delta. This program will have requirements for municipal and
industrial wastewater, urban runoff, irrigated agriculture and wetlands, flood conveyance,
water management, dredging, and the Cache Creek settling basin.

The Central Valley Water Board will hold two public hearings on the proposed amendment,
first a testimony hearing and then an adoption hearing:

Dates: Testimony Hearing: 24 or 25 April 2008
Adoption Hearing: 31 July or 1 August 2008
(Please contact staff 2 weeks in advance of the meetings for specific
dates and times)

Time: To be determined.

Place: Central Valley Water Board
11020 Sun Center Drive, Suite 200
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

Action on the proposed Basin Plan amendment will be taken in accordance with a regulatory
program certified under Section 21080.5 of the Public Resources Code as exempt from the
requirement to prepare an environmental impact report under the California Environmental
Quality Act (California Public Resources Code section 2100 et seq.). The proposed
amendment and supporting draft staff report include environmental documentation required
under the California Environmental Quality Act section 21080.5; Title 23 of the California
Public Resources Code sections 3775-3782; Porter-Cologne Water Quality Act sections
13050, 13241, and 13242; Clean Water Act section 303(d); and other applicable laws and
regulations.

Staff's review of environmental impacts that could result from the adoption of the proposed
Basin Plan amendment indicates that implementation activities associated with a mercury
control program have the potential to cause unavoidable adverse environmental effects.
Mitigation is possible, but it is within the jurisdiction of agencies implementing site-specific
projects to impose. The staff report reviews potential impacts and possible mitigation. The
staff report also explains that the risk posed to humans and wildlife by the consumption of
contaminated Delta fish is an overriding consideration that takes precedence over these
potential adverse environmental effects.
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Interested persons may download the February 2008 draft staff report for the proposed
Basin Plan amendment from the Central Valley Water Board'’s Internet website at
http://lwww.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/tmdl/central_valley_ projects/delta
_hg/. Copies of the report also can be obtained by contacting or visiting the Central Valley
Water Board'’s office at 11020 Sun Center Drive, #200, Rancho Cordova, California 95670-
6114, on weekdays between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

In order to be included in the written response to comments that is a part of the final
administrative record, written comments must be submitted by 24 April 2008. If you would
like the Central Valley Water Board members to receive your written comments prior to the
April hearing, please submit those comments by 9 April 2008. Please submit written
comments to Patrick Morris, Central Valley Water Board, 11020 Sun Center Drive, #200,
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670. Interested persons will be provided the opportunity to present
oral comments to the Central Valley Water Board at the April hearing. Oral testimony will be
limited in time by the Central Valley Water Board Chair. Groups are encouraged to
designate a spokesperson. All exhibits presented at the hearing, including charts, graphs,
and other testimony, must be left with the Water Board and will become part of the
administrative record.

At the conclusion of the April hearing, in response to written comments and testimony
received, the Water Board may recommend that staff make changes to the proposed
amendment to be presented for its consideration at the second (adoption) hearing. The
Water Board will not take action on the proposed amendment until the adoption hearing.

Prior to the adoption hearing, Water Board staff will release any proposed changes to the
proposed Basin Plan amendment and/or accompanying staff report. At the conclusion of the
adoption hearing, the Central Valley Water Board will consider adoption of the proposed
Basin Plan amendment, including changes to the proposed amendment that are consistent
with the general purpose of the proposed amendment and are a logical outgrowth of the
evidence and testimony received.

Confirmation of the hearing dates and any questions regarding the proposed amendment
should be directed to Patrick Morris at (916) 464-4621 or pmorris@waterboards.ca.gov.
The hearing facilities will be accessible to persons with disabilities. Individuals requiring
special accommodations are requested to contact Ms. Kiran Lanfranchi-Rizzardi at

(916) 464-4839 at least 5 working days prior to the meeting. TTY users may contact the
California Relay Service at 1-800-735-2929 or voice line at 1-800-735-2922.

Please bring the above information to the attention of anyone you know who would be
interested in this matter.

/sl 15 February 2008
Kenneth D. Landau, Assistant Executive Officer Date




