TO: California Regional Water Control Board

FROM: Mark A. Smith
RE: Rubicon Trail and Water Quality Control Issue
DATE. February 12, 2009

The Rubicon Trail is the most famous 4WD trail in the world. !t contributes over 10
million dollars a year to the economy of El Dorade County. Additionally, it contributes
to the economy of Placer County and Stateline Nevada.

The trajl was first surveyed as a county road in 1856 and dedicated as a county road in
1887. It was rededicated as a non maintained county road in 1989. The Rubicon Road
goes through both government and private lands. As a land owner of property on the

trail, we with other landowners object to any seasonal closures or closures of any type.

Thé current complaint to Water Quality Control comes from three people who seek
winter closure for their personal gain. Oneisa professional protester, and one is a retired
government employee who now calls himself an environmental consultant. The otherisa
cross country skier. They have tried for over eight years to close this trail during the
winter months from the Chalet at Loon Lake to the end of the second dam for the
exclusive use of cross country skiing.

Friends of the Rubicon Trail (FOTR) worked with the Lahonton Water Quality Control
on the Tahoe side of the trail to solve a siltation issue. Concerned users will work with
FOTR, El Dorado County and Water Quality Contro! to help sotve this current issue.
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