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South Feather Water and Power Agency, Miners Ranch Water
Treatment Plant, Butte County

Consideration of NPDES Permit Renewal and Time Schedule Order

South Feather Water and Power Agency (hereinafter Discharger) is
the owner and operator of the Miners Ranch Water Treatment Plant
(hereafter Facility). The treatment system at the Facility consists of
settling, flocculation (Alum and polymer addition, chlorination, filtration,
and dechlorination with sodium bisulfite. Wastewater is discharged to
Miners Ranch Reservoir, a water of the United States, and a tributary
to the Feather River, within the Feather River Hydrologic Unit. The
facility average dry weather flow design capacity is 1.03 mgd.

The existing NPDES permit has effluent limitations for copper. Review
of the last five years of effluent/receiving water data, indicated that
there is still reasonable potential to exceed water quality objectives for
copper. Additionally, new aluminum effluent limitations will be included
in the permit renewal. The Discharger is unable to immediately
comply with the effluent limitations for copper; therefore, an interim
limit and a compliance schedule are included in a Time Schedule
Order. Also, the Discharger is unable to immediately comply with
aluminum effluent limits; therefore, an interim limit and a compliance
schedule are included in the permit.

There were no public comments on the proposed Order and Time
Schedule Order.

The main issues for the renewal are: the new aluminum limits and the
revised copper effluent limits. Another issue is the proposed Time
Schedule Order which includes a five year compliance schedule for
copper.

Adopt the proposed order.
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