
 
 

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 
CENTRAL VALLEY REGION 

 
RESOLUTION R5-2013-XXXX 

 
APPROVING AN INITIAL STUDY, 

ADOPTING A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION, 
AND PARTIALLY APPROVING A REMEDIATION PLAN  

FOR 
CORONA AND TWIN PEAKS MINE REMEDIATION PROJECT 

NAPA COUNTY  
  

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region (Central Valley 
Water Board) finds: 

1. Tuleyome, Inc. (“Tuleyome”) is a California nonprofit dedicated to “[p]rotecting the wild 
heritage and agricultural heritage of the Northern Inner Coast Range and Western 
Sacramento Valley for existing and future generations.” In furtherance of this mission, 
Tuleyome has developed a remediation plan (the “Remediation Plan”) designed, in part, to 
remedy actual and threatened water pollution related to abandoned mining facilities at the 
Corona and Twin Peaks Mines in Napa County.  

2. In the Remediation Plan, Tuleyome proposes to conduct subsurface chemical treatment of 
the Corona Drain Tunnel discharge (install a pilot scale system) to reduce the metal 
loading from the Corona Drain Tunnel; consolidate mine waste; improve runoff controls; 
enhance revegetation of waste rock and tailings at the Boiler House Adit and Twin Peaks 
Adit; and improve the existing infiltration trenches at the Boiler House Adit and Twin Peaks 
Adit. 

3. The property where the remediation actions are to be conducted is owned by Corona/Twin 
Peaks Historical Association, LLC and is located off of Oat Hill Mine Road and includes 
parcels identified by Napa County Assessor Parcel Nos. 016-020-035, 016-020-026, 016-
020-020, 016-020-027, 016-020-023, 018-010-006, 018-010-007, and 018-010-009. 
Existing mining waste units will be located on the parcels identified by Napa County 
Assessor Parcel Nos. 016-020-035, 016-020-026, 016-020-020, 018-010-006, and 018-
010-007. 

REMEDIATION PLAN 

4. The Remediation Plan will function in lieu of waste discharge requirements issued 
pursuant to Division 7 of the Water Code. The Remediation Plan has been developed in 
accordance with applicable regulatory requirements contained in the Water Code, 
regulations adopted thereunder (including regulations contained in Titles 23 and 27 of the 
California Code of Regulations), and the Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento 
River and San Joaquin River Basins, Fourth Edition, revised October 2011. 

5. The Remediation Plan is intended to provide “good Samaritan” protection to Tuleyome 
pursuant to Chapter 5.7 of Division 7 of the Water Code. For the purposes of approving 
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the Remediation Plan, the Central Valley Water Board is acting as the “oversight agency” 
within the meaning of Water Code section 13397(e) and Tuleyome is the “remediating 
agency” within the meaning of Water Code section 13397(f). Compliance with the 
approved Remediation Plan will provide liability protection for Tuleyome, which could 
otherwise acquire liability under the Water Code by virtue of performing cleanup activities 
at the Corona and Twin Peaks Mines. 

6. Tuleyome has entered into a cooperative agreement with the Napa County Regional Park 
and Open Space District (the “Park District”) in furtherance of the remediation effort. The 
remediation project has been funded by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife's 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. 

7. The Remediation Plan contains the following elements: 

a. An identification of the remediating agency (Tuleyome) and a certification that 
Tuleyome meets the definition of remediating agency contained in Water Code 
section 13397.5. 

b. An identification of the abandoned mine lands that are the subject of the plan. 

c. An identification of the waters of the state that are affected by the abandoned 
mine lands. 

d. A description of the physical conditions at the abandoned mine lands that are 
causing or have caused adverse water quality impacts.  

e. A description of the practices proposed to reduce, control, mitigate, or eliminate 
the adverse water quality impacts, and a schedule for implementing those 
practices. 

f. An analysis demonstrating that the implementation of the practices described in 
the Remediation Plan will cause a significant improvement in water quality for the 
identified waters. 

g. A description of the monitoring or other assessment activities to be undertaken to 
evaluate the success of the implemented practices during and after 
implementation, including an assessment of baseline conditions. 

i. Remediation goals and objectives. 

j. Contingency plans. 

k. A description of Tuleyome’s legal right to enter and conduct the remedial 
activities. 

l. The signature of an authorized representative of Tuleyome. 
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m. An identification of the pollutants to be addressed by the Remediation Plan. 

However, the Remediation Plan does not yet include “a budget and identified funding to 
pay for implementation of the plan” in accordance with Water Code section 13398.3(h). 
The Central Valley Water Board therefore will approve the Remediation Plan for all 
elements except for the budget and identified funding source. Tuleyome will enjoy all the 
immunities and benefits provided pursuant to Chapter 5.7 of Division 7 of the Water Code 
with respect to actions conducted pursuant to the Remediation Plan only after 
demonstrating to the Board’s Executive Officer that a budget and identified funding source 
has been developed. The Executive Officer must issue a letter concluding that Tuleyome 
has made such a demonstration before Tuleyome will enjoy all the immunities and benefits 
provided pursuant to Chapter 5.7 of Division 7 of the Water Code. 

8. The Central Valley Water Board finds that the Remediation Plan will substantially improve 
water quality affected by abandoned mine waste. 

CEQA 

9. The Central Valley Water Board has assumed the role of lead agency in accordance with 
California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 15050, for the purposes of satisfying the 
requirements of the California the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)(Pub. 
Resources Code, § 21000 et seq.). 

10. The Central Valley Water Board has conducted an Initial Study in accordance with Section 
15063 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations in order to evaluate potential 
significant environmental impacts that may occur as a result of work undertaken pursuant 
to the Remediation Plan. 

11. Copies of the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration were transmitted to or made 
available to all agencies and persons known to be interested in these matters.  The 
Central Valley Water Board responded to and addressed all public comments on the 
proposed project. None of the comments identified new significant impacts or showed how 
impacts previously thought to be insignificant and should instead be considered 
significant.  

12. The Central Valley Water Board considered all testimony and evidence at a hearing held 
on __ July 2013 in Rancho Cordova, California and good cause was found to approve the 
Initial Study and adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration. 

13. The Remediation Plan incorporates the various mitigation measures described in the Initial 
Study. The Remediation Plan contains a monitoring and reporting program and was 
developed to protect the beneficial uses of underlying groundwater and to prevent 
conditions of nuisance or pollution from occurring. The Remediation Plan contains 
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monitoring and reporting provisions that will confirm that the project will not create 
significant effects to the environment and that all of the mitigation measures will be fully 
implemented. The monitoring and reporting provisions of the Remediation Plan will 
therefore satisfy the requirements of Public Resources Code section 21081.6(a)(1). 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to Section 21080, et seq. of the California Public 
Resources Code, and Water Code section 13398.7, the Central Valley Water Board, after 
considering the entire record, including written and oral testimony at the hearing:  

1. Approves the Initial Study and adopts the Mitigated Negative Declaration for Corona and 
Twin Peaks Mine Remediation Project. 

2. Approves the Remediation Plan, except for elements related to Water Code section 
13398.3(h), which requires “[a] budget and identified funding to pay for the 
implementation of the plan.” Tuleyome must demonstrate, to the Executive Officer’s 
satisfaction, that it has a budget and identified funding source before it receives the 
benefit of the immunities provided pursuant to Chapter 5.7 of Division 7 of the Water 
Code. If Tuleyome makes such a demonstration to the Board’s Executive Officer, 
acceptance of the budget and identified funding source element will be made by the 
issuance of a letter signed by the Board’s Executive Officer. Upon receipt of such letter, 
Tuleyome will enjoy all the immunities and benefits provided pursuant to Chapter 5.7 of 
Division 7 of the Water Code. 

3. Finds the record before the Central Valley Water Board contains no substantial evidence 
that a fair argument has been made that the project may have a significant effect on the 
environment. 

I, PAMELA C. CREEDON, Executive Officer, do hereby certify the foregoing is a full, true, and 
correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, 
Central Valley Region on XX October 2013. 

 

 

  

 PAMELA C. CREEDON, Executive Officer 

 

 

 

 


