PARAMOUNT

FARMING
November 6, 2014

Via E-maAilL

Attn: Kerri Yee

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
11020 Sun Center Drive, #200

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670-6114

c/o Keri.Yee@waterboards.ca.gov

RE: Comments on the Nitrogen Management Plan Template
Dear Ms. Yee:

Paramount Farming Company LLC and its related entities (“Paramount”) appreciate the
opportunity to provide comments in response to the Notice of Public Comment Period for the
Nitrogen Management Plan Template, issued by the Central Valley Regional Water Quality
Control Board (“Regional Board) on October 6, 2014. As specifically stated in the October 6,
2014 notice, the Regional Board is not soliciting comments on other reports or templates
associated with the Long-Term Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program (ILRP) at this time therefore
we defer comments on other aspects of the ILRP.

Implementing an effective, efficient and scientifically justified ILRP will take time to develop due
to the complexity of, and variation in, California agriculture including, but not limited to: crops,
soil types, irrigation practices, nutrient needs and irrigation and nitrogen management
methods. As was identified in the Agricultural Expert Panel (“Expert Panel”) Final Report dated
September 9, 2014, “advances can be made immediately, however it will take many years to
develop and implement a complete program. Education and knowledge transfer must be on-

going.”

As identified by the Expert Panel additional scientific studies, accounting for unique crops, soils
and other characteristics are needed to support reporting requirements. The Expert Panel
specifically identified knowledge gaps in key components of the Nitrogen Management Plan
Template (NMP Template) such as appropriate A/R values and determination of nitrogen
removed. Absent forgoing any nitrogen management reporting until scientific support exists to
justify data needs, we believe base, high level information, such as N applied, is appropriate at
this time for a nitrogen management template, recognizing growers will continue to implement
their on-farm management practices. Requiring anything more increases costs at the grower
and Coalition levels and would not generate consistent or meaningful data for regulatory or
comparative purposes.
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By limiting initial reporting requirements growers and Coalitions are also able to continue the
education process in a meaningful way. As supported by the Expert Panel, this education is
critical and will take time as the Coalitions continue to work with growers.

Paramount believes Coalitions and growers are committed to continuing practices that are
protective of groundwater quality and identifying and changing current and future practices
that are demonstrated to not be protective of groundwater quality. At this time however
sufficient scientific support does not exist to support collection of certain data in the NMP
Template. Paramount continues to support incorporation of recommendations of the Expert
Panel in the ILRP.

If you have any questions, please contact me at the contact information listed above.

Sin;&?{l

Kimberly M. Brown

Senior Director, Water Resources

cc: Mr. Darrin Polhemus, Darrin.Polhemus@waterboards.ca.gov

Ms. Dee Dee D’Adamo, Board Member, Dorene.Dadamo@waterboards.ca.gov
Mr. William D. Phillimore, wdp@paramountfarming.com

Mr. Hung Le, hungl@paramountfarming.com
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