San Joaquin County and Delta Water Quality Coalition

San Joaquin County Resource Conservation District
3422 W. Hammer Lane, Suite A
Stockton, California 95219
209-472-7127 ext 125

July 2, 2013

Ms. Pamela Creedon

Executive Officer, Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
11020 Sun Center Drive, Suite 200

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670-6114

RE: Update to SJICDWQC Monitoring and Reporting Project Plan (MRPP)— Location Change in Zone 3
Dear Ms. Creedon,

The San Joaquin County and Delta Water Quality Coalition (SJCDWQC or Coalition) is submitting a request to
monitor an alternative sampling location in Zone 3 for the remainder of 2013. The Coalition is requesting to
remove Drain to Bishop Cut @ North Rio Blanco Rd from the 2013 monitoring schedule and replace it with
Empire Tract @ 8 Mile Rd. Samplers have not been able to monitor Drain to Bishop Cut @ North Rio Blanco Rd
due to denied access.

In the SJICDWQC MRPP (approved September 15, 2008), the Coalition developed a list of potential monitoring
sites and a schedule for when those sites would be monitored. Prior to any new site rotating into the
monitoring schedule, the Coalition visits the site to ensure the waterbody is suitable for monitoring. The
sampling crew scouted the Drain to Bishop Cut @ North Rio Blanco Rd sample site and collected samples for
three months in early 2013 (January through March). During the April storm monitoring event, a
representative of the Reclamation District informed the sample crew that they were on private property and
that samples were not to be collected until permission was granted. The SJCDWQC is working with the
Reclamation District to gain permission however this is taking longer than anticipated. Due to delays in
sampling at Drain to Bishop Cut @ North Rio Blanco Rd, the Coalition is requesting to initiate sampling at
Empire Tract @ 8 Mile Rd starting in July.

In July, the Coalition will sample at the next accessible site scheduled to rotate into monitoring. The Coalition
scouted the sites in Zone 3 listed within the MRPP. Drain to Hog Slough is the next site in rotation, however;
samplers cannot access Drain to Hog Slough due to a locked gate. Therefore, the Coalition will sample at
Empire Tract @ 8 Mile Rd which was originally scheduled for sampling in 2019 (Table 1). The Empire Tract @ 8
Mile Rd site subwatershed (target location: N 38.06012, W -121.49912) is comprised of 3,388 irrigated acres.
This site subwatershed represents all of Empire Tract and the sample site is located at the western pumping
station on 8 Mile Rd. The pump drains water into Little Connection Slough which in turn drains into Potato
Slough and San Joaquin River. The primary agriculture in the site subwatershed is row crops, grains and
truck/nursery/berry crops.

The Coalition will monitor Empire Tract @ 8 Mile Rd as the rotating Assessment site in Zone 3 for a complete
two year rotation. Since the Coalition can’t access the current scheduled site in Zone 3, a quick response from
the Regional Board is requested to allow the Coalition to make the necessary changes to its monitoring
schedules before the July 16, 2013 monitoring event.
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Table 1. Empire Tract @ 8 Mile Rd land use map.
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Respectfully,
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Michael L. Johnson
Technical Program Manager
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