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TECHNICAL REPORT RESPONDING TO WATER CODE SECTION 13267 ORDER 
DATED April 1, 2015 

Smilodon Oil Company 
“Hastings” Lease 

 

A. Identification of any discharges of oil field produced waters to land, including but not limited to 
ponds, since April of 2014 that are not listed in Attachment A. 
 
Since April 2014, only oilfield produced water has been discharged into the five ponds identified in 
Attachment A of the order. 
 

B. Analysis of Oil field produced water 
 
Oilfield produced water was collected at Pond 1 out fall. This sample location was chosen to fully 
satisfy the order’s requirements to collect and analyze a sample from each pond. Ponds 1, 2, and 3 
are in series, and as provided in the order, only the upstream pond was sampled at Pond 1 outfall 
location (see pond location map). All samples collected were tested for the constituents listed in 
Attachment B.  
 

C. Surface Impoundment(s) Information 

Pond 
Number 

Dimension     
(L x W x D) 

Longitude 
(center of pond) 

Latitude 
(center of 
pond) 

Assessor's 
Parcel 
Number 

Duration 
of 
discharge 
(months) 

Annual 
discharge 
volume 

Pond 1  55’ x 50’ x 8’  35.984656  -119.046096  302-340-031-000 12 11,000 barrels  

Pond 2 55’ x 85’ x 8’  35.984403  -119.046109  302-340-031-000 12 
 In series 
with pond 1 

Pond 3  50’ x 54’ x 8’  35.984157  -119.046066  302-340-031-000 12 
 In series 
with pond 2 

Pond 4 
 47’ x 85’ x 5’ 
(APPROXIMATE 
DEMMENSIONS)  35.983783  -119.046035 

 302-340-031-
000 0 

 Dry (Pond 
walls 
removed in 
2012) 

 
(Note: see Pond 4 Historical Narrative for work done to remove pond 4 walls) 
 
 
 
 



 
D. Location map of Ponds, Parcel map, Lease boundary Map 

See attached Pond Location Map, Parcel Map/Lease Boundary Map. 

Reporting Requirements 
 
Wash Tank and Pond 1 Outfall 

The Wash Tank on the “Hastings” lease was sampled on October 16, 2014, by Ron Holcomb and Ryan West of 
the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board. Sample location was at the wash tank. Moore and 
Twining analyzed the sample for general minerals, boron, volatile organic compounds, and semi-volatile organic 
compounds. A copy of the analysis is attached. 
 
On 5/5/2015 at 1405, a sample was collected at the pond 1 outflow by Burton R. Ellison. A sample sufficient in 
volume to fill the 11 sample containers was obtained. The 11 sample containers were provided by Zalco Labs. The 
samples were immediately placed on ice and refrigerated overnight prior to delivery to the lab under a chain of 
custody the next morning. Zalco labs analyzed the samples for Cam 17, Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons, Trace 
elements, and Radionuclides.  A copy of the analysis is attached. 
 
Pond 4 Historical Narrative 
Currently, there are 3 ponds on the “Hastings” lease as shown on the pond location map. However, the 
April 2, 2015 Order lists 4 ponds. The purpose of this section is to describe the historical 
condition/status of pond 4. To illustrate the status/condition of pond 4, Google Earth was used to 
prepare four historical images of the ponds. The image dates are listed below: 
 
  Exhibit 1  Image Date 4-24-2010 
  Exhibit 2  Image Date 6-15-2011 
  Exhibit 3 Image Date 2-20-2014  

Exhibit 4 Image Date 6-15-2015 
   
According to Les Huckabay, lease operator, the Hastings lease had 4 ponds, with pond 4 used as an 
overflow pond. Exhibits 1 and 2 show the location of pond 4. Both images show pond 4 as dry and free 
of fluids.  
 
Sometime in 2012, Smilodon Oil Company, in response the San Joaquin Valley APCD ruling that oil 
sumps needed to be less than 5000 square feet to qualify for the air exemption, decided to reduce the 
size of pond 2 and pond 3 by filling in portions of the ponds. The source of the fill dirt was from the 
embankment walls of pond 4. Exhibit 3 and 4 show pond 4 walls removed and the location of the fill dirt 
in ponds 2 and 3. With the removal of the embankment walls on pond 4, the pond was effectively 
removed. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The analytical results found the oilfield produced water discharged to the ponds to be in compliance with the 
salinity limits prescribed by the WDRs  
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