Meeting Minutes
Lower San Joaquin River Subcommittee of CV-SALTS
March 24, 2011 Meeting

Attendees (in no particular order)

In person.
David Cory — San Joaquin Valley Drainage Authority

Karna Harripfeld — Stockton East Water District

Jeff Willett — City of Stockton

Parry Klassen — East San Joaquin Water Quality Coalition
Jeanne Chilcott — Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
John Herrick — South Delta Water Agency

John Beam — Grasslands Water District (consultant)
Patrick Rahilly -~ Grasslands Water District

Joel Miller - San Joaquin Valley National Wildlife Refuges
Dennis Westcot — San Joaquin River Group Authority
Nigel Quinn — Berkeley Lab/US Bureau of Reclamation
Ernie Taylor — Department of Water Resources

Pam Buford — Regional Water Quality Control Board

On phane:
Mark Gowdy — State Water Resources Control Board

2. Update on SWRCB Decisions on Vernalis Salinity Objectives:

Mark Gowdy stated that the staff is working on responses to comments submitted on the
Draft Technical Report (DTR). Once the revisions are completed, the DTR will be
submitted for peer review. Mark Gowdy anticipates staff will release a draft report by the
end of summer or early fall with the hope that final adoption of new objectives will be
completed by June 2012,

3. Update on WQ Criteria Request to Technical Committee

The Committee briefly discussed the request to the Technical Committee for a consultant
to evaluate water quality criteria for aquatic life and animal drinking water supply. Nigel
* Quinn noted that Professor Rubin at U.C. Berkeley as part of the Hilmar report evaluated
industrial process water use. Nigel will look into locating the report and getting any
posted on the committee’s website.

4. Update on Beneficial Use Review
The committee submitted the letter to the Executive Committee requesting financial

assistance with the beneficial use review. The Commitiee has not heard back from the
Executive Committee,
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6. Problem Statement

A problem statement has been developed which discusses the background of the
watershed and the impetus for this committee’s work. The entire committee needs to
provide input on the Problem Statement.

Dennis Westcot discussed a series of questions that he believes need to be evaluated.

(1) History of Violations: Can we show the history of salinity violations of the Vernalis
Objective? Dennis has seen several presentations that show viclations prior to 1995 but
can we update that through the present? (2) Salt Loading to the River: What is the
mean annual Joading of TDS to the SIR from various sources such as groundwater, Mud
and Salt Sloughs, Upstream of Mud and Salt Slough, Eastside tributaries, Westside
tributaries, surface return flows, and subsurface return flows? Again there have been
several estimates made prior to 1995 but can it be done up to the present? Can it be done
by water year type (critical, dry, below normal, above normal, wet, etc)? (3) Importance
of Salt Importation: Can we show the CVP Delta deliveries of salt to the STR Basin
separately for Ag and wetland use? Could this be divided out by water year? (4) Water
Quality Conditions on the River: Is the data base sufficient to show monthly average
salinity by location on the SIR (Maze, Patterson, Newman, Crows Landing, etc)? Isit
possible to show it by water year type or for various periods such as April 1* to October
1%7 Is the data sufficient to show a shorter averaging period than monthly? (5) Use of
Freshwater to Dilute Salt: Is it possible to show New Melones releases, by years,
which were made specifically for meeting the water quality objective at Vernalis?

The Committee agreed if they intend to pose similar type questions, they needed to be
sent to Dennis by COB, Tuesday, April 7". Dennis will compile the questions and
submit them to a review group (Nigel Quinn, Lisa Holm, Ernie Taylor, Ric Ortega and
Jim Martin).

The review group will make a qualitative evaluation on whether: (1) Existing data can
likely be used to prepare such a presentation; (2) Existing data cannot suppert such an
analysis or presentation; or (3) Existing data is likely there but would require extensive
work to develop such a presentation.

The review group would then describe their findings to the Lower San Joaguin River
Comumittee at our next meeting on April 28" in Modesto.

7. Defining Existing SJR Water Quality and Moritoring
Nigel Quinn and Ernie Taylor presented a detailed power point presentation on the

history of the watershed, sources of salt, land uses in the valley, etc. Nigel will get the
powerpoint to Jeanne Chilcott for posting the committee’s website.

Su]
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8. Existing San Joaquin River TMDL on Salinity

Jim Martin and Jeanne Chilcott provided a summary of the Vernalis Salinity/Boron
TMDL. See handout. -

9. Westside Salinity and Water Supply Study

Lisa Holm gave a brief update on USBR work on Westside salinity and water supply
study. Hopefully late spring or early summer Reclamation will conduct a workshop to
review work done.

10.  Need to Develop a workplan and CAA Funding

Jeanne Chilcott reported that the CAA money ($765K) will revert back to CAA January
2012, unless we file for an extension. She stated that an amendment can be done,
however, all work needs to be completed by December 2011 and paid by January 2012 or
revert back. It was noted that we need this money for CEQA process. The work of this
group is very dependent on what happens at Vernalis and in the Delta. The committee
discussed whether the Technical Project Manager (TPM) needed to be involved with this
project and there was general agreement that TPM should assist with this process.

Jeanne and Dennis will prepare a draft amendment requesting an extension with the
justification to be submitted to the group next meeting.

11.  Principles Committee Will Use in Developing the BPA

No discussion.
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