
 
 
 

 

Public Workshop on Proposed Revisions to the Central Valley 
Regional Water Quality Control Board’s Conditional Waiver of Waste 

Discharge Requirements for Timber Harvesting Activities 
 

 
Tuesday, September 1, 2015 – 1:00 p.m.  
Central Valley Water Board –  
Rancho Cordova Office  
11020 Sun Center Drive, Suite 200  
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670  

 

 
Friday, September 4, 2105 – 8:30 a.m.  
Central Valley Water Board –  
Redding Office  
364 Knollcrest, Suite 205  
Redding, CA 96002  

 

 
AGENDA 

1.  Welcome, introductions and purpose of workshop (A. Wilson) 
 

2. Central Valley Water Board regulatory authority as it relates to the Conditional Waiver of 
Waste Discharge Requirements for Timber Harvesting Activities (Waiver) (A. Deeringer) 
 

3. Overview and discussion of Waiver revisions being considered (All): 
 

a. Working Forest Management Plan (WFMP) 
 

Assembly Bill 904 required the Board of Forestry to promulgate rules for creation of 
the WFMP program.  The WFMP is a non-expiring forest management plan available 
to non-industrial landowners (with less than 15,000 acres of timberland) if they 
commit to uneven aged management and sustained yield.  The WFMP requires 
review by review team agencies every 5 years.  The Central Valley Water Board’s 
Waiver does not currently include a category for WFMP enrollment.   
 
Discussion topics to obtain stakeholder input/ideas: 
 General concerns regarding inclusion of WFMPs in the Waiver.   
 Criteria, conditions and/or monitoring that should be considered for WFMPs.  
 

b. Post-Fire Salvage Operations 

Post-fire salvage operations are processed and accepted as a Notice of Emergency 
by CAL FIRE.  Emergency Notices on nonfederal lands allow salvage operations and 
associated road maintenance, reconstruction, and construction activities for one year 
following filing of the Emergency Notice.  Central Valley Water Board staff has 
inspected and evaluated many post-fire salvage operations in recent years, and has 
observed impacts to water quality from delayed vegetative recovery, erosion, and 
failed watercourse crossings.  As Emergency Notices require limited information, 
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Central Valley Water Board staff is considering development of a fire salvage specific 
enrollment form to obtain water quality information relative to site conditions.  
 
Discussion topics to obtain stakeholder input/ideas: 
 General concerns regarding post-fire salvage operations.  
 Water quality specific concerns regarding post-fire salvage operations. 
 Criteria, conditions and/or monitoring that should be considered for Waiver 

coverage of post-fire salvage operations. 
 Development of a post-fire salvage enrollment form. 

 
c. Monitoring and Reporting 

 
The Waiver’s Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP) has been in place for the 
last 10 years and requires implementation monitoring (pre-winter period), forensic 
monitoring (winter period), effectiveness monitoring (post-winter period), and annual 
reporting.  The MRP also includes triggers for requiring photo-point monitoring and 
timely notice of violation reporting.  Central Valley Water Board staff is interested in 
providing guidance to plan submitters for inspection plan development and the 
conduct of field evaluations. In addition, staff is interested in developing monitoring 
forms that are efficient for the plan submitter to use and provide consistent inspection 
data in a format useful to Central Valley Water Board staff; currently, annual 
monitoring reports vary greatly in format, level of detail, and utility. 
  
Discussion topics to obtain stakeholder input/ideas: 
 Changes to improve/streamline the currently required monitoring.  
 Changes to improve/streamline the monitoring forms. 
 Changes to the annual reporting requirements.   

       
4. Other concerns/issues with current Waiver that haven’t been discussed  

 
For example, enrollment/termination process, availability of guidance documents. 

 
5. Timeline for Revisions 

 
Central Valley Water Board staff will begin drafting revisions to the Waiver after 
these September workshops.  The draft Waiver is anticipated to be available for 
public review and comment in January 2016 and staff plan to take the proposed 
revisions to the Central Valley Water Board for consideration in spring/early summer 
of 2016. 

 
6. Wrap-up and close workshop 

 
 
Water Board Workshop Panel:  Clint Snyder (Assistant Executive Officer), Angela Wilson (Forest 
Activities Program Manager), Jacqueline Matthews (Forest Activities Staff), Andrew Deeringer (State 
Water Board Office of Chief Counsel) 


