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Ground Rules 
 Clarifying questions are 

welcome  
 “Slow down!”  
 “Can you Repeat?” 
 Hold other requests until the 

end 
 Send chat to the host 
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Agenda 
 US EPA Electronic Reporting Rule Overview 
 Discharge Monitoring Report Overview 
 Navigating the DMR Dashboard/Demo 
 How to enter DMR data 

 Web entry form 
 Uploading data points 

 Linking and Unlinking DMRs 
 Submittal  
 Withdraw / Correction 
 More Information 
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US EPA Electronic Reporting 
Rule Overview 
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 US EPA requires electronic submittal of Discharge 
Monitoring Reports (DMRs) for entry into their 
information system.   
 

 All NPDES Minor facilities will be required to 
submit electronic DMRs by December 2016. 



Discharge Monitoring Report 
(DMR) Overview 
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What is a DMR?  
 DMRs are summarized results of your reporting 

requirements and are based on you NPDES permit. 
 DMRs are similar but NOT exactly the same as 

SMRs (Self-Monitoring Reports). 
 DMRs are for reporting to US EPA, while SMRs are 

for reporting to the State.  



DMR Overview 
• Copies of adopted orders are sent to EPA and 

associated requirements are entered into USEPA’s 
database, thus creating USEPA DMRs 

• EPA’s DMR requirements are copied into CIWQS/eSMR 
• DMRs are associated to eSMRs  
• Accessing an eSMR allows access to DMR(s) 
• When an eSMR is submitted, the associated DMRs are 

also submitted 
• The DMR data is then automatically transferred to 

USEPA’s database system 
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DMR Example  
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DMR Example  
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DMR Example  
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DMR Example  
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Commonly used reporting frequency designators: 
A – Monthly  
Q – Quarterly 
S – Semi-Annual 
Y – Annually or Yearly 
R – Special Reporting Frequency 

Feature Limit Set 



DMR Example  
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DMR Example  
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DMR Example  
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DMR Example  
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Commonly used frequency of 
analysis: 
• Daily 
• Weekly 
• Monthly 
• Quarterly 
• Semi-Annually 
• Annually 
• Continuous 

 
 

Commonly used sample types: 
• Grab 
• 24 hour Composite 
• Continuous  
• Calculated 



Navigating the DMR Dashboard 
using CIWQS  
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Navigating the DMR Dashboard 
using CIWQS 
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Navigating the DMR Dashboard 
using CIWQS 
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Navigating the DMR Dashboard 
using CIWQS 
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Navigating the DMR Dashboard 
using CIWQS  
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Navigating the DMR Dashboard 
using CIWQS   
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How to enter DMR data 
Manual Entry: Web form 
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How to enter DMR data 
Uploading data points: Formatted text file 
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How to revise DMR data  
 
Web entry form – use web entry to make 
corrections 

 
Uploading data points – delete old file, make 
changes  and re-upload. 
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Linking and Unlinking DMRs 
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Submittal 
Create a pdf report  
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Submittal 
If your linked DMR is not completed, you will not be able to submit the eSMR.  
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Corrections after Certification 
and Submittal 

 
eSMR must be withdrawn by Water Board staff, 
corrections made, and report recertified and 
resubmitted. 
 
Only data points with different values than the 
original submitted values will be resubmitted to EPA.  
 
The date of the resubmittal will be recorded for those 
data points. 
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DEMO 
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Typical Discharger DMR Issues 
 
 DMR has incorrect monitoring period. 

 
 Incorrect monitoring requirements, incorrect 

limits, or missing monitoring requirements in 
DMR form (Most common after Permit 
renewal). 
 

 What No-Discharge Indicator (NODI) code to 
use. 
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Typical Discharger DMR Issues  
DMR has incorrect monitoring period. 
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Typical Discharger DMR Issues  

Incorrect monitoring requirements, incorrect limits, or missing monitoring 
requirements in DMR form. 
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Permit limits 

 

DMR w/ incorrect limits 



Typical Discharger DMR Issues 
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No-Discharger Indicator (NODI) Codes 



Typical Discharger DMR Issues 
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Terminology: 
•Minimum level (ML) represents the lowest quantifiable concentration in a 
sample based on the proper application of method-specific analytical procedures 
and the absence of matrix interferences. 
•Reporting limits (RL) represents the ML chosen by the Discharger for reporting 
and compliance determination from the MLs including an additional factor to 
account for matrix-specific sample preparation that varies from standard sample 
preparation procedures. 
•Method Detection Limit (MDL) based on the ability of a measurement method 
to detect an analyte in the absence of a matrix. 
 



Questions? 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
CIWQS related Questions: 
Rassam Zarghami  (916) 341-5516 
Rassam.Zarghami @waterboards.ca.gov 
 

Permit-DMR related Questions: 
DMR Help Desk  (916) 319-9152  
DMR@waterboards.ca.gov 
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