BASIC CRITERIA FOR BIOLOGICAL EVALUATIONS AND BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENTS REPORTS
FOR SECTION 7 AND SECTION 10 CONSULTATION WITH THE UNITED STATES FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE (USFWS) AND NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE (NMFS) UNDER THE FEDERAL ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT (ESA) – 50 CFR PART 402
PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS

· Applicants must provide a detailed project description and identify the area of potential effects (APE).  Include multiple views (maps & photos) of the project area and the surrounding environment.  NOTE:  The APE also includes project staging areas.
· The APE is three-dimensional and includes all areas that may be affected directly or indirectly by the project.  The APE includes the surface area and extends below ground to the depth of any project excavations, soil borings, &/or groundwater wells.  If trenching is involved, the applicant must outline trenching depths and linear feet involved. 
CURRENT SPECIES LIST(S)
· A current Federal species list must be obtained from your local USFWS office.  The species list must include all endangered, threatened, &/or special status species in the project area.  
· The species list should be made for an area larger than the APE.  The appropriate area varies for different projects but must be drawn large enough to provide information on what types of species may exist in the vicinity.  Sometimes a species may occur in the larger regional area near the project, but the habitat necessary to support the species is not in the project area (including areas that may be beyond the immediate project boundaries, but within the APE of the project).  If you know that the specific habitat type used by a species does not occur in the APE, documentation (biological field survey) may be required.
SURVEYS
· Submit any biological surveys have been completed in the project APE.

· Adequate surveys include a clear description of the survey methods and will include the following information:

· How intensive was the survey?  Did the survey cover the entire project area or only part of it?  Include maps of areas surveyed if appropriate.

· Who did the survey and when?  Was the survey done during the time of year/day when the plan is growing or during the species active period?  Did the survey follow accepted protocols?

REPORT TERMINOLOGY

· A cultural resources report used for Section 106 should use terminology consistent with the NHPA.

· The “not known to occur here” approach to BA/BEs are not acceptable.  The operative word is “known”.  Unless adequate surveys have been conducted or adequate information sources have been referenced, this statement is not appropriate.  Always reference your information sources.
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NOTE:	If “Decision’s” are made, they must be one of the three “Decision’s” listed below.





These include:





“No effect” (Means there are absolutely no biological effects of the project, positive or negative).





“May affect – is not likely to adversely affect” (Means all biological effects are beneficial, insignificant, or discountable).





“May affect – is likely to adversely affect” (Means that all adverse effects can not be avoided).





Environmental Impact Reports, Environmental Impact Statements, and other environmental documents (CEQA) cannot be used in lieu of a biological evaluation or biological assessment.  Environmental documents are not acceptable for the purposes of Section 7 or Section 10 consultation.








