
ARE THERE ANY NON-
RESIDENTIAL SERVICE 

CONNECTIONS?

DOES THE WATER SYSTEM 
SERVE 25 PEOPLE PER DAY 

AT LEAST 60 DAYS PER 
YEAR?

DOES THE PWS HAVE AT 
LEAST 15 SERVICE 

CONNECTIONS USED BY 
YEARLONG RESIDENTS 
OR SERVE AT LEAST 25 
YEARLONG RESIDENTS?

DOES THE PWS SERVE 25 
OR MORE OF THE SAME 

PEOPLE AT LEAST 6 
MONTHS OUT OF A YEAR? 

DECISION TREE FOR CLASSIFICATION OF WATER SYSTEMS

15 OR MORE 5-14 LESS THAN 5

WATER SYSTEM 
IS A PUBLIC 

WATER SYSTEM

CLASSIFIED AS A 
NON-TRANSIENT 

NON-
COMMUNITY WS 

(NTNCWS)

CLASSIFIED AS A 
TRANSIENT NON-
COMMUNITY WS 

(TNCWS)

CLASSIFIED 
AS A 

COMMUNITY 
WS (CWS)

DOES THE WATER 
SYSTEM SERVE 25 
OR MORE PEOPLE 
PER DAY AT LEAST 

60 DAYS PER YEAR?

UNREGULATED 

CLASSIFIED AS A 
TRANSIENT NON-
COMMUNITY WS 

(TNCWS)

CLASSIFIED AS A NON-
TRANSIENT NON-
COMMUNITY WS 

(NTNCWS)

YES NO

HOW MANY SERVICE CONNECTIONS DOES THE WATER SYSTEM HAVE?
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DOES THE WATER 
SYSTEM SERVE 25 OR 

MORE YEARLONG 
RESIDENTS?

CLASSIFIED 
AS A STATE 
SMALL WS

CLASSIFIED 
AS A 

COMMUNITY 
WS (CWS)WATER SYSTEM 

IS A PUBLIC 
WATER SYSTEM

YES NO

YES NO

YES

YES NO

YESNO

YES NO

DOES THE PWS SERVE 25 
OR MORE OF THE SAME 

PEOPLE AT LEAST 6 
MONTHS OUT OF A YEAR? 

DOES THE WATER 
SYSTEM SERVE 25 

OR MORE 
YEARLONG 
RESIDENTS?

YES
NO

CLASSIFIED 
AS A 

COMMUNITY 
WS (CWS)

· PUBLIC WATER SYSTEMS WITH 200 OR LESS 
SERVICE CONNECTIONS MAY BE REGULATED BY A 
LOCAL PRIMACY AGENCY (COUNTY).

· STATE SMALL WATER SYSTEMS ARE NOT PUBLIC
WATER SYSTEMS (Refer to CCR Sections 64211-
64217).

· YEARLONG RESIDENT à  >=183 DAYS/YEAR

NO

CLASSIFIED 
AS A STATE 
SMALL WS
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