Collision Cell Memo for CWA

On March 12, 2007 (72 FR 11200), we amended the analytical methods regulations at 40 CFR Part 136 for wastewater. The following information responds to questions you may have about these regulatory changes. In general where there is ambiguity in the regulations or analytical methods, try working mutual solutions with your accreditation or regulatory authority.

May one use collision cell technology with EPA Method 200.8 for CWA uses? 

Yes, provided that you document that the method performance specifications relevant to ICP/MS measurements in the collision mode are met. To answer this question, we considered our experience with CWA methods and problems with matrix interferences, and information that use of a collision cell improved the accuracy of analyses in some wastewater samples. Thus, use of collision cells with EPA Method 200.8 for CWA purposes falls within the scope of the explicit flexibility described at 40 CFR Part 136.6. This regulation, which was promulgated on March 12, 2007, allows, without EPA review, many modifications that improve the performance of CWA (Part 136) methods.

