Citation No. 03-12-14C-001

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

IN RE: WHEELER FARMS HEADQUARTERS

Water System No. 1502017

TO: Mr. Jay Reyna, Safety Director
Wheeler Farms Headquarters
4813 Calloway Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93312

CC: Seaco Technologies
Kern County Environmental Health Services Department

CITATION FOR NONCOMPLIANCE
TOTAL COLIFORM MAXIMUM CONTAMINANT LEVEL VIOLATION
November 2013

Issued on January 14,2014

Section 116650, Chapter 4, Part 12, Division 104 of the California Health and Safety Code
(CHSC), authorizes the issuance of a citation for failure to comply with a requirement of the
California Safe Drinking Water Act, or any regulation, standard, permit, or order issued

hereunder.

VIOLATION
The Drinking Water Field Operations Branch of the Department of Public Health
(hereinafter ‘Department’) hereby issues a Citation to Wheeler Farms Headquarters water

system (hereinafter ‘Water System’), for failure to comply with Section 116555(a)(1) of the
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CHSC and Section 64426.1(b)(2) of Title 22, California Code of Regulations (CCR).
Specifically, the Water System (mailing address: 4813 Calloway Drive, Bakersfield, CA
93312) failed to comply with the total coliform Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) for

the month of November 2013.

The Wheeler Farms Headquarters water system is on a farm, and serves the people living at
the farm and employees working at the headquarters facilities. The Water System is
classified as a community water system. According to the 2013 Annual Report to the
Drinking Water Program, the Water System has 10 active service connections and serves 25
year-round residents. The Water System is operating under Compliance Order 03-12-950-
004 for exceedance of the nitrate MCL. Due to this exceedance, the Water System delivers
customers with bottled water and provides the Department with quarterly bottled water

reports.

Section 64426.1(b)(2) specifies that a public water system collecting fewer than 40 samples
per month is in violation of the total coliform MCL when more than one sample collected

during any month is total coliform-positive.

The Water System is required to collect a minimum of one (1) distribution system
bacteriological sample per month. The bacteriological water analysis results submitted by
the Water System reported the presence of total coliform bacteria in four (4) of eight (®)
distribution samples collected by the Water System in November 2013. None of the

positive samples showed the presence of fecal coliform or E. coli bacteria.
Upon being informed of the presence of total coliform bacteria in the routine sample

collected on November 5, 2013, Water System staff collected three (3) repeat samples on

November 7, 2013. All three (3) repeat samples showed the presence of total coliform
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bacteria. At the direction of the Department, the Water System then batch chlorinated and
flushed the distribution system. When a chlorine residual was no longer detectable, a set of
four (4) additional repeat samples were collected on November 15, 2013. The additional

repeat samples were negative for total coliform bacteria.

Due to the above-mentioned total coliform positive samples, the Water System failed the

total coliform MCL for the month of November 2013. None of the positive samples
showed the presence of fecal coliform or E. coli bacteria. All distribution water samples for

coliform bacteria collected during November 2013 are summarized in Attachment A.

The cause of the contamination is unknown since no specific source of contamination has
been identified. The Water System indicated that algea growth on the Schrader valve near
the well head may have been a potential cause of contamination. The Water System does
not provide for continuous disinfection of the distribution system. Triggered source
monitoring was conducted from the only active well, and analytical results were negative
for both total coliform and E. coli bacteria. All source water samples for coliform bacteria

collected over the past 12 months are summarized in Attachment B.

The above violation is classified as a non-continuing violation.

NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

Section 64426.1(c) requires a public water system to notify the Department and the
consumers of the water system when a violation of the total coliform MCL occurs.
Notification to the Department shall be by the end of the business day on which the
violation has been determined. If the Department is closed, notification shall be within 24
hours of the determination. The Department was notified on November 6, 2013, in

accordance with the above-referenced section.
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A Tier 2 Public Notice for violations of paragraphs 64426.1(b)(2) shall typically be given
pursuant to Section 64463.4 [lists method, time-frame and delivery] and 64465 [content &
format]. Because customers are being provided bottled water for drinking, the Tier 2 Public

Notice was waived.

DIRECTIVES

The Water System is hereby directed to take the following actions:
1. Whenever the Water System has one or more total coliform-positive samples in a
given month, at least five (5) routine samples shall be collected the following month

as required by Section 64424(d).

2. By February 1, 2014, the Water System shall complete and submit the enclosed

“Positive Total Coliform Investigation” form to the Department that describes the
incident and all corrective actions taken, and the results of the investigation. The

appropriate investigation report is provided as Attachment C.
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CIVIL PENALTIES

Sections 116650(d) and 116650(¢) of the CHSC allow for the assessment of a civil penalty
for failure to comply with requirements of the California Safe Drinking Water Act. Failure

to comply with any provision of this Citation may result in the Department imposing an

administrative penalty of not less than $100 (one hundred dollars) per day as of the date of

~ violation of any provision of this Citation.

Muwwory 14,20 1+ v L. %&ﬁ)
Dét v Tricia A. Wathen, P.E.

Senior Sanitary Engineer, Visalia District
DRINKING WATER FIELD OPERATIONS BRANCH

TW/SF

Attachments:
Attachment A: Summary of Distribution Bacteriological Samples collected in November 2013
Attachment B: Summary of Source Bacteriological Samples collected over the past 12 months
Attachment C: Positive Total Coliform Investigation Report
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Attachment A

Bacteriological Distribution Monitoring Report

1502017  Wheeler Farms Headquarters Distribution System Freq: 1/M
Ci2 Viol, GWR
Sample Date Location TColi EColi FColii HPC Type c2 Avg Type satisfied? Comments
11/5/2013 8329 Sandrini Rd. P A Routine
11/7/2013 8329 Sandrini Rd. P A Repeat
11/7/2013 8357 Sandrini Rd. P A Repeat
11/7/2013 8329 Rd, Office P A Repeat MCL Cit 03-12-14C-001 issue
Sink Nov 2013 TCR MCL
11/14/2013 S. Side Maint. Bld. A A Repeat
(HB)
11/14/2013 8357, Front of A A Repeat
House
11/14/2013 Office Sink (SF) A A Repeat
11/14/2013 8367, Front of A A Repeat
House (HB)
Violation Key B ) B
McL ;Exceeds the maximum contaminant level ) ' IMR5 §|ncorrect number of repeat samples as follow-up to a positive sample
kMR1 §No monthly sample for the report month MR6 §No source sample
fMRZ ENo quarterly sample for the report month MR7 gNo summary report submitted
!MRS iIncorrect number of routine samples for the report month MR8  Other comments and/or info

%MR4 EDid not collect 5 routine samples for previous month's positive sample  [IMR9

}
i

14-Jan-14

i
|
i

CI2 not reported
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Attachment B

Source Bacteriological Monitoring Report

1502017 Wheeler Farms Headquarters

Sample Test
Sample Date  Time Source Type Method T Coli E Coli F Coli HPC Violation Comments
11/7/2013 11:30 Well Well P/A A A
11/14/2013 10:05 Well S.P. GWR Well i P/A A A

1/14/2014 Page 1 of 1
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