PROPOSITION 1 (PROP 1) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE (TA) FUNDING PROGRAM
Q&A FOR DDW, LPA, AND DFA STAFF
***NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION***

If you have any questions regarding the following please contact Meghan Tosney at 916-341-5729 or
meghan.tosney@waterboards.ca.gov.

1) Who is administrating the Prop 1 TA Program?

2) Who may receive Prop 1 TA?

3) What types of Projects are eligible for Prop 1?

4) What types of TA services can be provided with Prop 1 TA?

5) How soon will Prop 1 TA be available?

6) Why roll out the universal TA Request Form now?

7) How is the universal TA Request Form changing the existing TA processes, and can Public Water
Systems continue to get help with TA needs that are not related to a potential Prop 1 capital project?
8) If a system is already in the queue to receive TA under the existing Capacity Development contracts,
does the new TA Request Form need to be submitted?

9) Which entities will be providing TA?

10) What happens after a TA request is submitted?

11) How will LPA/DDW staff be included in the process during TA implementation?

1) Who is administering the Prop 1 TA Funding Program?

Prop 1 TAis implemented by the State Water Resources Control Board’s Office of Sustainable Water
Solutions (Office) within the Division of Financial Assistance (DFA). The Office promotes permanent
and sustainable drinking water and wastewater treatment solutions to ensure effective and efficient
provision of safe, clean, affordable, and reliable drinking water and wastewater treatment services,
focusing on addressing financial and technical assistance needs.

2) Who may receive Prop 1 TA?

Prop 1 TAis available to help small (< 10,000 people) disadvantaged (median household income
[MHI] < 80% statewide MHI) communities (small DACs) develop, fund, and implement capital
improvement projects. This includes communities served by public water systems (PWS), state small
water systems, or private wells. For non-PWS, Prop 1 TA may be provided to evaluate options and
help develop a Prop 1-eligible project (to connect them to a PWS).

3) What types of projects are eligible for Prop 1?

Prop 1 TA efforts will be focused on development of projects for the following Prop 1 funding
programs:

e Drinking Water. Infrastructure improvements to correct system deficiencies & improve
drinking water quality:
o Treatment systems

Distribution systems & water storage

Interconnections, extension of service, consolidation

Water sources

Water meters
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e Wastewater. Infrastructure improvements to correct system deficiencies & prevent
pollution:
0 Wastewater treatment & discharge facilities
0 Replacement or rehabilitation of local sewers
O Septic to sewer projects

e Groundwater Quality. Projects that prevent or cleanup the contamination of groundwater
that serves or has served as a source of drinking water:
0 Wellhead treatment

Installation of extraction & treatment systems

Source removal

Groundwater recharge to prevent contamination of wells

Groundwater injection to prevent seawater intrusion
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- Storm Water. Multiple benefit projects designed to infiltrate, filter, store, evaporate, treat,
or retain storm water or dry weather runoff:
o0 Green infrastructure
0 Rainwater & storm water capture projects
o0 Storm water treatment facilities

4) What types of TA services can be provided with Prop 1 TA?

e Project coordination and development
0 Application assistance
O Rate studies
0 Income surveys
o Facilitate discussions with regulatory agencies, funding agencies, & between nearby
communities

e Legal assistance
0 Entity formation or ownership issues
0 Agreements for the transfer of facilities or provision of water supply sources
0 Review of existing debts & preparation of bond counsel opinions
0 Negotiations on behalf of small systems to consolidate into a nearby system, buy water,
purchase land, secure access agreements, etc.

e Engineering and environmental analysis
0 Preliminary engineering & project report preparation
0 Plans & specifications
0 Water quality testing
o California Environmental Quality Act documents

e Leak detection/water audits
0 Identify problems and complete funding applications to implement improvements
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How soon will Prop 1 TA be available?

Office staff is working with several potential TA providers, and agreements with most of those
entities should be executed by summer/fall of 2016.

Why roll out the universal TA Request Form now?

Office staff is working to develop a robust list of TA needs now, so that we can expeditiously move
forward with TA efforts as soon as the agreements are executed. The Office will continue to accept
TA Requests on an ongoing basis; however, if there is a high priority need that you would like
addressed, it is best to submit the request now.

How is the universal TA Request Form changing the existing TA processes, and can PWS continue
to get help with TA needs that are not related to a potential Prop 1 capital project?

The universal TA Request Form is submitted via email and can be completed by anyone, including,
but not limited to: local small DAC representatives, staff from DFA, Division of Drinking Water
(DDW), Local Primacy Agency (LPA), Regional Water Board, or entities providing TA.

The existing Capacity Development contracts with California Rural Water Association, Self Help
Enterprises, and Rural Community Assistance Corporation (for training), will remain in existence. The
Office will continue to assign TA needs that are not related to Prop 1 project development (such as
Technical Managerial and Financial [TMF] assessments for permitting purposes) to the existing
contractors.

Starting immediately, the new universal TA Request Form should be used for all new TA requests.
Office staff will evaluate each request to determine whether it should be funded through Prop 1 TA
or existing Capacity Development contracts.

If a system is already in the queue to receive TA under the existing Capacity Development
contracts, does the new TA Request Form need to be submitted?

No. The TA Request Form should only be used for NEW TA requests. Systems in the existing TA
gueue do not need to submit a new TA Request Form to be considered for Prop 1 TA. Leading up to
the execution of new Prop 1 TA agreements, the existing TA queue will be reviewed. Depending on
the system’s TA needs and the existing contractors’ workload, some of the existing TA assignments
will be moved to Prop 1 TA providers.
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9) Which entities will be providing Prop 1 TA?

Prop 1 TA will not be initiated until grant agreements with TA Providers are executed. The Office is
working with several non-profit entities and public universities, including the following:

o California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc.

o California Rural Water Association

o Community Water Center

e Environmental Justice Coalition for Water
e Pueblo Unido CDC

e Rural Community Assistance Corporation
e Self-Help Enterprises

o Leadership Council for Justice and Accountability
e CSU

e UC Davis

e UC Los Angeles

Additional TA providers may submit concept proposals by the June 30, 2016 deadline, and, if invited
to submit a full proposal, would be able to provide TA once an executed agreement is in place.

10) What happens after a TA request is submitted?

Once an assistance request (AR) is received, Office staff will review it for eligibility and will assign it
to the appropriate TA provider. If the AR is assigned to one of the Prop 1 TA Providers, the Office
Grant Manager (GM) will schedule a kick-off conference call with the TA Provider, the DFA Drinking
Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) Project Manager (if applicable), DDW/LPA staff, and water
system representative(s). Following the kick-off meeting, the TA Provider will submit a work plan for
TA GM approval.

11) How will DDW/LPA staff be included in the process during TA implementation?

During the kick-off meeting, DDW/LPA staff is encouraged to provide additional information about
TA needs, as well as input regarding the scope of TA efforts. The GM will periodically update status
notes in DFA’s Loans and Grant Tracking System, and the Office will produce status reports for
DDWY/LPA staff to stay up to date on TA efforts. DDW/LPA staff may also be included in periodic
project-specific status meetings as needed, and may contact the GM to discuss any concerns they
may have with a given AR or TA provider, as needed.

If the AR is assigned to one of the existing Capacity Development contractors, TA will be

implemented consistent with the current process, and status reports will continue to be posted on
the State Water Resources Control Board’s Wiki site, and emailed to DDW and LPA staff.
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