
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board 

August 8, 2013 

Marilyn Linkem 
California Department of Parks and Recreation 
Sierra District Resource Office 
P.O. Box266 
Tahoma, CA 96142 

ORDER NO. RGT-2013..0066, TO AMEND CLEAN WATER ACT SECTION 401 
WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION AND PROHIBITION EXEMPTION FOR 
COLDSTREAM LOWER FLOODPLAIN ENHANCEMENT PROJECT, NEVADA 
COUNTY, WOlD 6A291203001 

On June 20, 2012, the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region 
(Water Board) issued the enclosed Order for Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification (WQC) and 100-year floodplain exemption for the Coldstream Lower 
Floodplain Project (Project) in Nevada County. The Order authorized fill and dredging 
activity to restore an incised and actively eroding reach of Cold Creek. During the storm 
events in late 2012, two previously stable headcuts in the stream began to migrate and 
additional fill is required to prevent further instream erosion. On June 28, 2013, the 
California Department of Park and Recreation (Applicant) requested an amendment to 
the wac to place additional fill material within the Project area for the purpose of 
halting the migration of the two headcuts and preventing further erosion. This 
amendment authorizes placing a maximum of 230 cubic yards of rock in approximately 
2,340 square feet of active channel along two sections that are approximately 80 feet 
and 50 feet in length. 

The reference number previously assigned, Waste Discharger Identification (WOlD) 
No. 6A291203001, is retained for this amendment to the Order for wac. Please use 
this reference number in all future correspondence regarding this Project. 

Any person aggrieved by this action of the Water Board may petition the State Water 
Resources Control Board (State Water Board) to review the action in accordance with 
Water Code section 13320 and California Code of Regulations, title 23, sections 2050 
and following. The State Water Board must receive the petition by 5:00p.m., 30 days 
after the date of this Order, except that if the thirtieth day following the date of this Order 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or state holiday, the petition must be received by the State 
Water Board by 5:00p.m. on the next business day. Copies of the law and regulations 
applicable to filing petitions may be found on the Internet at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public notices/petitions/water quality or will be provided 
upon request. 

P ETE!l C. P UMPHREY, CHAIR I P ATTY Z. K OUYOUMOJIAN, EKECUTIVE OFFICER 
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The following sections of the Order for WQC are modified according to the strike-out 
(for deletions) and underline (for additions) as follows: 

Project Purpose Restore natural geomorphic and ecological processes along an incised 
and Description and actively eroding reach of Cold Creek and reduce the creek's 

sediment discharge to the Truckee River. The Project objectives include 
decreasing erosive force and stream bank erosion, reducing sediment 
delivery from Cold Creek to the Truckee river, expanding floodplain area, 
and increasing riparian habitat. The Project addresses roughly 1000 feet 
of Cold Creek. The Project involves excavating the steep banks back to 
create additional floodplain area, installing barbs to deflect flows from the 
toe of the excavated bank, creating toe protection with embedded logs 
surrounded by boulders, protecting existing riparian vegetation, treating 
two headcuts in tributary swales, and revegetating excavated areas. 
limited cables will be installed to hold the log/rock structures together and 
logs, dirt hummocks, and riparian vegetation (primarily willows) will be 
placed on the newly created floodplain to help trap suspended sediment 
during high flows by creating roughness. Due to erosion from storm 
~vents during late 2012 that caused two in-stream h~adcuts to form, 
additional fill of rock is needed to be Qlaced in the active channel to 
Qrevent further migration of the headcuts. This rock will function as riffle 
habitat and be Qlaced in two areas: 80 feet long ang SO feet, each 15 to 
20 feet wide. 

Project Impacts Waterbody Permanent Temporar v 
(Fill) to Waters of Type Acres I Linear Cubic Acres I Linear Cubic 
the State, including SQ. Ft. Feet Yards Sq. Ft. Feet Yard 

Waters of the U.S. Lake 
(WOUS) Riparian 0.02 ac. 470ft. 

Stream 2,540 
~50 2956S aoo 0.09 ac. 345ft. 

sq. ft. ft. cy 

Wetland 

Additional Conditions 

1. The Applicant must provide a report to the Water Board documenting revised 
Project implementation no later than November 1, 20132. The report must 
include an "as-built" plan and must describe any problems encountered or 
variances from the approved design. The report must also include photographs 
showing the sites before and after construction. Annual reports, due on the first 
of November In 2013, 2014, and-2015, and 2016, must summarize monitoring 
findings and evaluate the success in restoring water quality, floodplain function, 
and biological resources relative to the restoration plan, and indicate whether 
performance criteria have been met. The monitoring period may be modified in 
writing by the Executive Officer. 
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The above changes are the only changes authorized by this amendment. All other 
requirements in the June 20, 2012, Order remain in effect. If you have questions, please 
contact Tobi Tyler, Water Resources Control Engineer, at (530) 542-5435, or Alan Miller, 
Chief, North Basin Regulatory Unit, at (530) 542-5430. Please use the WDID in the subject 
line for future correspondence concerning this Project. 

tf~ 
CHUCK CURTIS 
ACTING EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Enclosure: Order for CWA section 401 WQC, dated June 20, 2012 

Cc: Cyndie Walck 
Beth Christman, Truckee River Watershed Council 
Jason Brush, Wetlands Regulatory Office (WTR-8), US EPA, Region 9 

(via email at R9·WTRS·Maj!box@eoa.aov) 
Krystel Bell, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District, Sacramento 
Bill Orme, State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Quality 

(via email at Stateboard401 ®waterboards.ca.gov) 
Tanya Sheya, California Department of Fish and Game 

TI/adwfT: R6T·2013·00XX_Coldstream Restoration amendment 401 WQC_6A291203001 .doc 
[File: Goldstream lower Floodplain Enhancement Project I WOlD 6A291203001) 


























