
 
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 

LAHONTAN REGION 
MEETING OF MAY 11, 2011 

Victorville 
 

 
ITEM:   4 
 
SUBJECT:  CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENT OF A CEASE AND DESIST 

ORDER ISSUED TO THE ADELANTO PUBLIC UTILITY 
AUTHORITY, SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY IN MARCH 2011 TO 
RESTRICT OR PROHIBIT THE VOLUME, TYPE OR 
CONCENTRATION OF WASTE PURSUANT TO WATER CODE 
13301  AND SECTIONS 2244 – 2245 

 
CHRONOLOGY: September 11, 2002 – Waste Discharge Requirements adopted 
  August 29, 2007 – Cease and Desist Order adopted 
  June 10, 2009 – Waste Discharge Requirements adopted 
  August 2, 2010 - Investigative Order issued 
  November 1, 2010 – Cleanup and Abatement Order issued 
  March 10, 2011 – Cease and Desist Order adopted 
 
ISSUES:  Should the Water Board amend the cease and desist order issued 

March 10, 2011 to restrict or prohibit the volume, type, or 
concentration of waste that might be added to the system by 
dischargers who did not discharge into the system prior to the 
issuance of the cease and desist order in March?   

 
  If the Water Board believes that it is appropriate and can make the 

findings to support a prohibition on additional connections as part of an 
amendment to the cease and desist order, it must then determine the 
scope of application of the prohibition, including when it should take 
effect and to whom it should apply.  

 
DISCUSSION:  The Water Board, at its March 10, 2011 meeting, adopted a Cease 

and Desist Order (adopted CDO) (Enclosure 1) requiring the Adelanto 
Public Utility Authority (Authority) to meet several requirements. The 
Water Board also continued the hearing on the connection ban 
proposed by the prosecution team until its May 2011 meeting to 
consider additional evidence on the Authority’s compliance with the 
requirements of the adopted CDO.  

 
  The adopted CDO requires the Authority to submit a Percolation Pond 

Restoration Plan by April 15, 2011. The Authority submitted this Plan 
(Enclosure 2) on schedule. On April 22, 2011, the Prosecution Team 
issued a Notice of Violation (Enclosure 3) indicating that the Plan did 
not comply with the adopted CDO requirement. 
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On March 21, 2011, the Authority submitted a letter to the Prosecution 
Team transmitting construction drawings and a preliminary soils 
infiltration investigation draft report for the 5th percolation pond. The 
Authority indicated that this submittal was not intended to satisfy any 
reports required by the adopted CDO. In a March 28, 2011 letter 
(Enclosure 4), the Prosecution Team advised the Authority of its 
concerns regarding construction of this proposed percolation pond. 
 
The adopted CDO required the Authority to comply forthwith with a 
number of Water Board orders. On April 18, 2011, the Authority 
submitted a Spill Contingency Management Plan (Enclosure 5), which 
is being reviewed and has not yet been determined to be adequate by 
the Water Board Assistant Executive Officer. 
 
The Hearing Procedures for the May 11, 2011 hearing provide 
opportunities for both the Authority and the Prosecution Team to 
submit additional evidence by May 2, 2011, and May 6, 2011, 
respectively. Any evidence submitted by the due dates will become 
part of the hearing record.  

 
  The Prosecution Team, in proposing a restriction on additional 

connections puts forth the claim that the Authority “does not have a 
plan to immediately correct its ongoing effluent, inflow and freeboard 
limitation violations.” As a basis for its position that the Authority may 
not be able to implement appropriate actions in a timely manner, it 
points to the Authority’s record of delayed compliance with numerous 
Water Board orders and the Water Board having to take additional 
informal and formal enforcement. It takes the position that additional 
discharges will increase the potential for violations and the threat of 
additional violations due to the lack of plans for both treatment and 
disposal of wastewater. The Authority responds by reiterating its plans 
to achieve and maintain compliance with both the treatment and 
disposal requirements. It further states that a restriction on additional 
connections is “not legally warranted” and will have a severe economic 
impact on the City in that it would affect both construction and 
permanent jobs that would be created if a number of planned projects 
are not allowed to proceed.   

   
RECOMMENDA- At the close of the hearing, the Advisory Team will make a  
TION:  recommendation on the order the Prosecution Team had proposed at 

the Board’s March 10, 2011 hearing (Enclosure 6). 
   
Enclosure:  1. Adopted Cease and Desist Order No. R6V-2011-15 
  2. Percolation Pond Restoration Plan 
  3. Notice of Violation dated April 22, 2011 
  4. Letter dated March 28, 2011 
  5. Spill Contingency Management Plan 
 6. Proposed Cease and Desist Order 
 7. Applicable sections: CA Water Code and CA Code of Regulations 
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 CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 
LAHONTAN REGION 

 
CEASE AND DESIST ORDER NO. R6V-2011-15 

WDID NO. 6B369805001 
 

REQUIRING ADELANTO PUBLIC UTILITY AUTHORITY TO CEASE AND DESIST FROM 
DISCHARGING OR THREATENING TO DISCHARGE WASTE IN VIOLATION OF WASTE 

DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIED BY WATER 
BOARD ORDER NOS. R6V-2002-050 AND R6V-2009-0036 

AND IN VIOLATION OF  
CEASE AND DESIST ORDER NO. R6V-2007-24  

AND CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ORDER NO. R6V-2010-0054 
FOR 

ADELANTO DOMESTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY 
AND 

ADELANTO WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
 

  San Bernardino County   
 

This Cease and Desist Order for Adelanto Public Utility Authority institutes a ban for any 
new connections into the Adelanto Community Sewer System, Adelanto Domestic 
Wastewater Treatment Facility and Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Plant.  This 
connection ban is supported by more than a six-year history of violations of effluent 
limitations, influent flow limitations, and percolation pond freeboard limitations. 
 
The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region (Water Board) 
hereby finds: 
 
1. Discharger 
 
 The Adelanto Public Utility Authority owns and operates wastewater collection, 

treatment, and disposal facilities within the City of Adelanto.  The Adelanto Public 
Utility Authority is also identified as the “Discharger” in Waste Discharge 
Requirements (WDR) prescribed by Water Board Order Nos. R6V-2002-050 and 
R6V-2009-0036, Water Board Cease and Desist Order No. R6V-2007-24, and Water 
Board Cleanup and Abatement Order No. R6V-2010-0054.  For the purpose of this 
Water Board Cease and Desist Order (Order), the Adelanto Public Utility Authority is 
referred to as the “Discharger.” 

 
2. Facility 
 

a. The Discharger collects, treats and disposes of an average of 2.2 million gallons 
per day (mgd) of wastewater generated within the City of Adelanto.  The 
wastewater consists of both domestic wastewater and industrial wastewater, 
some of which receives pretreatment.  The Discharger has two wastewater 
treatment facilities authorized to discharge to four percolation ponds.   
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b. The older of the two treatment systems is the Adelanto Domestic Wastewater 
Treatment Facility, also known as the Biolac system.  The Biolac system is an 
activated sludge system that includes a septage receiving station (inactive as of 
March 10, 2011), headworks, lined activated sludge basins, secondary clarifiers, 
multi-media filtration system, and sludge dewatering system.  This treatment 
system is authorized to receive and treat up to 1.5 million gallons per 24-hour 
period and a maximum instantaneous flow rate of 2.5 mgd.  This facility is 
regulated by revised waste discharge requirements prescribed by Water Board 
Order No. R6V-2002-050.   

 
c. The newer of the two treatment facilities is the Adelanto Wastewater Treatment 

Plant, also know as the Micro-Media system.  The Micro-Media system includes 
primary clean screens, flow equalization pond (not in existence as of March 10, 
2011), “micro-media” sand filter biological treatment system, and solids 
dewatering system.  The Micro-Media system is authorized to receive and treat 
up to 4.0 million gallons per 24-hour period and a maximum instantaneous flow 
rate of 6.0 mgd.  This facility is regulated by waste discharge requirements 
prescribed by Water Board Order No. R6V-2009-0036.  The Micro-Media system 
has never been put into operation because the Discharger has not been able to 
successfully maintain the microorganism (animox bacteria) populations that are 
the Micro-Media system’s critical treatment element.   

  
d. Both the Biolac and Micro-Media treatment systems are designed to discharge 

un-disinfected secondary-treated wastewater effluent to four percolation ponds 
located within an 18-acre site owned by the Discharger.  Pond No. 4 is divided 
into Pond No. 4N and Pond No. 4S, but is considered as a single pond.  All four 
percolation ponds are designed to infiltrate un-disinfected secondary-treated 
wastewater effluent.  Groundwater in the uppermost aquifer is generally located 
at a depth of 90 to 170 feet below ground surface (bgs).  There is an aquitard 
(clayey soil layer) located 170 to 230 feet bgs separating the uppermost aquifer 
from the regional aquifer. 

 
e. For the purposes of this Order, the Biolac system, the Micro-Media system, and 

the four percolation ponds are referred to as the “Facility.”  The Facility is located 
on an 18-acre site at the northeast corner of the intersection of Jonathan Street 
and Auburn Avenue, in the City of Adelanto, San Bernardino County, California, 
as shown on Attachment A of this Order.  The Discharger has contracted with 
United Water to operate the Facility. 

 
f. Prior to July 28, 2010, the Discharger was routing all wastewater flows through 

the Biolac system; the Micro-Media system remained inoperable.  Beginning 
August 2009, the Discharger began diverting up to 1.2 mgd of secondary-treated 
wastewater flows to Victor Valley Wastewater Reclamation Authority’s (VVWRA) 
wastewater treatment facility with the remaining secondary-treated wastewater 
flows discharged to the Discharger’s percolation ponds.  Beginning July 28, 
2010, the Discharger temporarily ceased diverting secondary-treated wastewater 
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flows to VVWRA and began diverting 800,000 gallons per day (gpd) of untreated 
influent wastewater flows to VVWRA.    

 
g. At a November 18, 2010 meeting with Water Board staff, the Discharger 

described its plans to convert the Micro-Media system into a more traditional 
pure-oxygen activated sludge facility.  The Discharger verbally provided the 
following schedule for bringing the converted Micro-Media system on line.   

 

Date Action 

January 31, 2011 
Complete design for flow equalization 
unit. 

March 31, 2011 

Complete bid process for flow 
equalization unit and select a 
contractor. 

Spring, summer, and fall 2011 

Construct flow equalization unit and 
other project elements necessary to 
convert the Micro-Media system into a 
pure-oxygen activated sludge 
wastewater treatment system. 

November 30, 2011 
Converted Micro-Media system is 
operational and on line. 

 
Initially, the Discharger will use both the Biolac and converted Micro-Media 
systems to treat wastewater.  Eventually, all wastewater flows will be treated 
using the converted Micro-media system.  The Biolac system will subsequently 
become a reserve treatment system.   

 
3. Waste Discharge Requirements Permit History 
 

a. WDR Order No. 6-98-56A1: The Water Board initially established waste 
discharge requirements for the Biolac system and Percolation Pond Nos. 1, 2, 
and 3, covering a 4.9-acre area, under Water Board Waste Discharge 
Requirements (WDR) Order No. 6-98-56 on September 3, 1998.  Water Board 
WDR Order No. 6-98-56A1 was adopted on November 5, 1998 to allow the 
Facility to receive and treat septage.   

 
b. WDR Order No. R6V-2002-050: Water Board WDR Order No. R6V-2002-050 

was adopted on September 11, 2002 and remains in effect presently.  Water 
Board WDR Order No. R6V-2002-050 rescinds Water Board WDR Order No.6-
98-56, as amended, and provides the Discharger more flexibility in operating the 
Septage Receiving Station by increasing the septage flow limit for a 24-hour 
period from 0.020 to 0.028 million gallons. 
Finding No. 10 of Order No. R6V-2002-050 states that the percolation ponds’ 
disposal capacity had been reached at a 24-hour influent flow of approximately 
1.2 mgd.  The same finding also states that the facility’s treatment capacity (1.5 
million gallons per 24-hour period) may be reached within the next four years, if 
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wastewater flows continued to increase as they had since the facility became 
operational in September 1998.   
 
Water Board WDR Order No. R6V-2002-050, in part, contains the following 
Discharge Specifications: 

 
I.A.1.  “The total volume of flow to the Adelanto Treatment Facility, during a 24-
hour period, shall not exceed 1.5 million gallons.” 
 
I.A.5.  “All wastewater discharged to the authorized disposal sites shall not 
contain concentrations of parameter in excess of the following limits: 
 
Parameter  Units  30-Day Daily 
     Mean1  Maximum2 

 
BOD3   mg/L  15  30  
 
1  Compliance is determined by comparing the limit to the arithmetic mean of laboratory results 

for any 6-hour composite samples collected during a period of 30 days. 
2
  Compliance is determined by comparing the limit to the laboratory result for any 6-hour 

composite sample. 
3
  Biological Oxygen Demand (five-day, 20

0
C) of an unfiltered sample.” 

 
I.D.2.  “Surface flow or visible discharge of sewage or sewage effluent at/or from 
the authorized disposal sites to adjacent land areas or surface waters is 
prohibited.” 
 
I.D.3.  “The vertical distance between the liquid surface elevation and the lowest 
point of a pond dike or the invert of an overflow structure shall not be less than 
two feet.” 
 
I.D.5.  “…The discharge of wastewater except to the authorized disposal sites is 
prohibited.” 
 

c. WDR Order No. R6V-2009-0036: The Water Board adopted Water Board WDR 
Order No. R6V-2009-0036 on June 10, 2010, and remains in effect presently.  It 
established new waste discharge requirements for the Micro-Media system.  The 
WDR Order authorizes treated wastewater effluent discharges to Percolation 
Pond No. 4 (north and south)1, and authorizes constructing and discharging to a 
fifth percolation pond.  Water Board WDR Order No. R6V-2009-0036, in part, 
contains the following Discharge Specifications: 

 

                       
1

 Pond No. 4 was constructed and placed into operation in 2005 without prior Water Board authorization.  
The Discharger’s construction and operation of Pond No. 4 was not authorized by the Water Board until 
Water Board WDR Order No. R6V-2009-0036 was adopted on June 10, 2010, four years later. 
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i. I.C.2.  “Surface flow or visible discharge of sewage or sewage effluent at/or 
from the authorized disposal sites to adjacent land areas or surface waters is 
prohibited.” 

 
ii. I.C.3.  “The vertical distance between the liquid surface elevation and the 

lowest point of a pond dike or the invert of an overflow structure shall not be 
less than two feet.” 

 
iii. I.C.5.  “…The discharge of wastewater except to the authorized disposal sites 

is prohibited.” 
 
4. Formal Enforcement History 
 

a. 2007 Cease and Desist Order: The Water Board adopted Cease and Desist 
Order No. R6V-2007-24 on August 29, 2007, in response to continual influent 
flow limitation violations, BOD effluent limitation violations, and discharges of 
waste to an unauthorized disposal site.  Cease and Desist Order No. R6V-2007-
24 established compliance dates for submitting and implementing an Interim 
Action Plan to reduce BOD concentrations, submitting a Long Term Action Plan 
to prepare the Facility to provide adequate wastewater treatment, storage, and 
disposal capacity, and to comply with Water Board WDR Order No. R6V-2002-
050 by December 31, 2008.  The Discharger has failed to comply with both its 
Interim Action Plan and its Long Term Action Plan.  Attachment B, Table No. 1, 
lists ongoing effluent, flow, and freeboard limitation violations that have persisted 
beyond the compliance dates in the 2007 Cease and Desist Order.  Attachment 
B, Table No. 1 is hereby incorporated into this Order by reference.2 

 
b. 2010 Investigative Order: The Water Board adopted Investigative Order No. 

R6V-2010-0035 on August 2, 2010 in response to continuing violations of the 
influent flow and BOD effluent limitations and continuing violation of the final 
compliance date (December 31, 2008) specified by Cease and Desist Order No. 
R6V-2007-024.  The Investigative Order, in part, requires the Discharger to 
submit to the Water Board a Flow and Effluent Compliance Plan and 
Implementation Schedule by September 15, 2010.  The Discharger has since 
received a Notice of Violation for submitting a deficient Flow and Effluent 
Compliance Plan and Implementation Schedule. 

 
c. 2010 Cleanup and Abatement Order: The Water Board adopted Cleanup and 

Abatement Order No. R6V-2010-0054 on November 1, 2010 to address 
violations increasing in severity and frequency of percolation pond freeboard 
requirements specified Water Board WDR Order Nos. R6V-2002-050 and R6V-
2009-0036.  The Discharger has since received two Notices of Violation for 
submitting both a deficient Spill Contingency Management Plan and final report.  
The Discharger has not submitted amended reports as required by the Notices of 
Violation. 

                       
2

 Table No. 1 in Attachment B does not include all violations of the WDR orders.   
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5. Summary of Violations  
 

a. Based upon data provided in the Discharger’s self monitoring reports, the 
Discharger has been violating BOD effluent limitations specified by Water Board 
WDR Order No. R6V-2002-050 from February 2004 through August 30, 2010, as 
shown in Attachment B, Table No. 1.  The Discharger’s self monitoring reports 
state these violations were caused by influent flows consistently exceeding the 
Biolac system’s design capacity. 

 
b. Based upon data provided in the Discharger’s self monitoring reports, the 

Discharger has been violating influent flow limitations specified by Water Board 
WDR Order No. R6V-2002-050 from April 2004 through August 5, 2010, as 
shown in Attachment B, Table No. 1. 

 
c. Based upon data provided in the Discharger’s self monitoring reports and weekly 

status reports, the Discharger most recently started violating freeboard 
requirements specified by Water Board WDR Order Nos. R6V-2002-050 and 
R6V-2009-0036 on September 29, 2010.  The Discharger’s December 10, 2010 
weekly status report states that freeboard levels had returned to two feet or 
greater for all four percolation ponds.  The Discharger again violated freeboard 
requirements on or before December 23, 2010, when Percolation Pond No. 4S 
discharged to adjacent land areas.  The Discharger has continued violating 
freeboard requirements through January 10, 20113. 

 
d. In addition to the violations of effluent, flow, and freeboard limitations, the 

Discharger has been violating additional discharge requirements and authorized 
disposal site requirements specified by Water Board WDR Order Nos. R6V-
2002-050 and R6V-2009-0036 beginning no later than November 2, 2010 and 
continuing through January 10, 20114.  Based upon Water Board staff’s phone 
conversations and the Discharger’s weekly status reports, the Discharger has 
been continuously violating these requirements as a result of constructing 
approximately 13 trenches through Percolation Pond No. 4’s berm, as part of the 
Discharger’s efforts to prevent an uncontrolled and unauthorized release from the 
percolation ponds.  The trenches originally extended approximately 20 feet 
outward through the pond’s berm into land areas adjacent to the pond, creating 
additional pond capacity and possibly increasing pond percolation rates.  These 
trenches are not identified as authorized disposal sites by Water Board WDR 
Order Nos. R6V-2002-050 and R6V-2009-0036, and constitute sewage effluent 
discharges from the authorized disposal sites to adjacent land areas.  

 
e.  On December 23, 2010 at approximately 2:00 a.m., the Discharger began an 

uncontrolled and unauthorized wastewater discharge from Percolation Pond No. 
4S to adjacent open desert lands located south of the percolation pond.  Water 

                       
3
 Based upon January 10, 2011 Weekly Status Report provided by the Discharger. 

4
 Based upon January 10, 2011 Weekly Status Report provided by the Discharger. 
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Board staff inspected the discharge area later in the day and observed that the 
wastewater discharged from Percolation Pond No. 4S had migrated to an 
adjacent land area under different ownership, and covered an area 
approximately 200 feet by 200 feet to an approximate average depth of eight 
inches (approximately 200,000 gallons).  Water Board staff observed the 
Discharger further extending the trenches to increase Percolation Pond No. 4S 
capacity.  This discharge and the additional trench extensions were not 
authorized by Water Board WDR Order Nos. R6V-2002-0050 and R6V-2009-
0036, and constitute sewage effluent discharges from the authorized disposal 
sites to adjacent land areas.  

 
6. Threatened Discharges from the Facility 
 

a. The Discharger has a contract with VVWRA that allows the Discharger to divert 
up to 800,000 gpd of wastewater to VVWRA’s facility for a 15-month period.  On 
August 4, 2010, VVWRA indicated the Discharger could increase the diversion to 
1.3 mgd of wastewater (800,000 gpd of untreated influent, and 500,000 gpd of 
secondary treated effluent) when a diversion pump temporarily failed.  This 
agreement for additional discharge to VVWRA was reiterated after the 
Discharger reported violations of its pond freeboard requirements on September 
29, 2010.   

 
 Beginning August 2009, the Discharger began diverting up to 1.2 mgd of 

secondary-treated wastewater flows to VVWRA’s wastewater treatment facility.  
On July 28, 2010, the Discharger began diverting a portion (800,000 gpd) of its 
wastewater influent to VVWRA’s wastewater treatment facility and temporarily 
halted the diversion of the secondary-treated effluent.  The Discharger began 
violating freeboard requirements on September 29, 2010, and yet, did not 
substantially increase wastewater flow diversions until Water Board staff 
identified and strongly recommended such action.  On November 10, 2010, the 
Discharger increased wastewater flow diversions up to 1.081 mgd, and on 
November 26, 2010, the Discharger obtained and installed adequate pumps to 
increase wastewater flow diversions up to approximately 1.3 mgd, the maximum 
diversion amount identified in the Discharger’s agreement with VVWRA.   
 
The diversion system implemented on July 28, 2010 allowed the Discharger to 
eliminate violations of the influent flow limitation beginning August 6, 2010, which 
in turn also allowed the Discharger to comply with the BOD effluent limitations 
contained in the WDR Orders beginning in the month of September 2010.  
However, this recent compliance with influent flow and effluent BOD limitations is 
currently temporary.  The Discharger will again violate the influent flow and BOD 
effluent limitations at the end of October 2011 when its contract/agreement with 
VVWRA ends, unless the Discharger expands its treatment capacity by bringing 
the converted Micro-Media system on line.  This situation constitutes an ongoing 
threatened violation of waste discharge requirements related to influent flow and 
effluent BOD.  

04-0009



ADELANTO PUBLIC UTILITY AUTHORITY -8- CEASE AND DESIST 
San Bernardino County  ORDER NO. R6V-2011-15  

 

 
b. Based upon data provided in the Discharger’s December 10, 2010 weekly status 

report, the Discharger stated it was meeting freeboard requirements specified by 
the WDR Orders.  This situation is likely the result of the Discharger’s 
constructed trenches through Pond No. 4’s berm, beginning percolation pond 
dredging operations, and increased diversions to VVWRA up to approximately 
1.3 mgd.  This situation is also temporary under current conditions, and 
dependent in part upon an unauthorized discharge to land areas adjacent to 
Percolation Pond No. 4 and ongoing, but temporary, diversions of wastewater 
flows to VVWRA.  The Discharger has not provided information indicating 
whether the infiltration rates in the percolation ponds will increase as a result of 
dredging operations or for how long,5 or whether the four percolation ponds will 
be able to effectively percolate the flow currently diverted to VVWRA.  This 
situation constitutes an ongoing threatened violation of waste discharge 
requirements related to freeboard requirements.   

 
7. Water Board Authority 
 

a. California Water Code section 13301 states, in part: 
 
“When a Regional Board finds that a discharge of waste is taking place, or 
threatening to take place, in violation of requirements or discharge prohibitions 
prescribed by the regional board or the state board, the [regional] board may 
issue an order to cease and desist and direct that those persons not complying 
with the requirements or discharge prohibitions (a) comply forthwith, (b) comply 
in accordance with a time schedule set by the [regional] board, or (c) in the event 
of a threatened violation, take appropriate remedial or preventive action.  In the 
event of an existing or threatened violation of waste discharge requirements in 
the operation of a community sewer system, cease and desist orders may restrict 
or prohibit the volume, type, or concentrations of waste that might be added to 
that system by dischargers who did not discharge into the system prior to the 
issuance of the cease and desist order.” 
 

b. Title 23, section 2244 of the California Code of Regulations authorizes 
prohibitions or appropriate restrictions on additional discharges to community 
sewer systems (also known as a connection ban) in cease and desist orders if 
the additional discharge volume, type, or concentration entering the sewer 
system would cause an increase in or increase the likelihood of WDR violations.  
The prohibitions or restrictions are for when WDR violations are not immediately 
corrected, are not used as a punitive measure, and the Water Board sends 
written notification to all appropriate local agencies.  The prohibitions or 
restrictions should include, but not be limited to, new residential, commercial, 
industrial, and/or governmental connections as deemed appropriate by the Water 
Board.  Pursuant to Title 23, section 2244.3 of the California Code of 
Regulations, additional discharge prohibitions shall not be removed until the 

                       
5

 Percolation Pond Nos. 1, 2, and 3 are scheduled to be dredged over a nine to twelve-week period. 
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WDR violations have ceased and consistent compliance with requirements in the 
WDR Orders is reached. 
 

c. Title 23, section 2244.1(a) of the California Code of Regulations authorizes the 
Water Board to include in its prohibitions or restrictions on additional discharges 
to community sewer systems those structures with building permits (or equivalent 
final approval of construction or occupancy) already issued when special 
circumstances justify including these structures.  The prohibition or restrictions on 
additional discharges shall apply to building permits (or equivalent final approval 
of construction or occupancy) dating back to the date when this Order was 
noticed for hearing (January 14, 2011). 
 
The special circumstances in this matter that justify applying a connection ban to 
structures with building permits (or equivalent final approval of construction or 
occupancy) already issued are: 

 
i. The violations, discharges, and threatened discharges listed in Findings Nos. 

5 and 6 of this Order.   
 
ii. The Discharger is allowing constant unauthorized discharges from 

Percolation Pond No. 4S to trenches, and at least one unauthorized 
discharge off the Discharger’s property at the present flow rate with no 
adequate Spill Contingency Management Plan.  As long as the unauthorized 
trenches are in use, the present flow rate causes a constant unauthorized 
discharge; any additional flow from any sewer hookup not already in use 
will increase the Discharger’s unauthorized discharge to the trenches and 
likely cause a new unauthorized discharge off its property.   

 
iii. The Discharger’s failure to comply with prior Water Board Orders intended to 

address the Facility’s chronically inadequate capacity has resulted in 
catastrophic Facility failure and continues to create conditions where similar 
future catastrophic failures are likely to occur with increasing severity without 
imposing the strict prohibitions contained in this Order. 
 

d. The Discharger has been discharging and continues to threaten to discharge 
waste in violation of both WDR Orders and subsequent informal and formal 
enforcement actions.  The Discharger does not have a plan to immediately 
correct its ongoing effluent, inflow, and freeboard limitation violations, and the 
Water Board is not using the prohibition on additional discharges as a punitive 
measure.  An increase in inflow from additional dischargers to the sewer system 
would cause additional effluent, inflow, and freeboard limitation violations and 
unauthorized discharges.  A connection ban for additional discharges would 
assist in preventing additional violations by limiting the amount of wastewater the 
Discharger receives.  Therefore, the Water Board is authorized to issue a Cease 
and Desist Order for the above-referenced violations and threatened violations 
and to institute a connection ban for additional discharges into the Discharger’s 
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sewer system pursuant to Water Code section 13301, and sections 2244 and 
2244.3 of the California Code of Regulations. 

 
8. Water Code Section 13267 Justification 
 
 Water Code section 13267 authorizes the Water Board to require from the 

Dischargers technical or monitoring program reports submitted under penalty of 
perjury.  Section 13267 requires that the Water Board explain why reports are 
required, and to identify the evidence that supports requirement the reports. See 
Attachment C of this Order, Water Code Section 13267 Fact Sheet. 

 
 The technical reports required by this Order are necessary to measure and ensure 

the Discharger’s compliance with this Cease and Desist Order, in efforts to ensure 
protection of waters of the state, and to protect public health and the environment.  
Attachment B, Table No. 1 lists the numerous violations of effluent limitations, 
influent flow limitations, and minimum freeboard levels that evidence supporting 
requiring the reports.  The burden, including costs, of the reports required by this 
Order bear a reasonable relationship to the need for the reports and the benefits to 
be obtained from them.   

 
9. California Environmental Quality Act 
 
 Issuance of this Order is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 

Quality Act (Public Resources Code, section 21000, et seq.), in accordance with 
section 15321(a)(2), title 14, California Code of Regulations. 

 
10. Notification of Interested Parties 
 
 The Water Board sent written notification to the Discharger, the City of Adelanto, the 

County of San Bernardino, and other affected and interested parties of its intent to 
consider adoption of this Cease and Desist Order, and provided an opportunity to 
submit written comments and appear at a public hearing.  The Water Board, in a 
public hearing, heard and considered all comments. 

 
11. Requesting Administrative Review by the State Water Board.   

 
Any person aggrieved by an action of the Water Board that is subject to review as 
set forth in Water Code section 13320, subdivision (a), may petition the State Water 
Resources Control Board (State Water Board) to review the action.  Any petition 
must be made in accordance with Water Code section 13320 and California Code of 
Regulations, title 23, section 2050 and following.  The State Water Board must 
receive the petition within 30 days of the date the action was taken, except that if the 
thirtieth day following the date the action was taken falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or 
state holiday, then the State Water Board must receive the petition by 5:00 p.m. on 
the next business day.  Copies of the law and regulation applicable to filing petitions 
may be found on the internet at: 
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http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/publicnotices/petitions/waterquality or will be 
provided upon request. 

 
 
THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that, pursuant to Water Code sections 13301 
and 13267, the Discharger shall cease and desist from discharging wastes or 
threatening to discharge wastes, in violation of provisions specified in Water Board 
WDR Order Nos. R6V-2002-050 and R6V-2009-0036, and shall comply with the other 
provisions of this Order:  
 
I. ORDERS 
 

A. Comply forthwith with all requirements, including reporting requirements, 
specified by WDR Order Nos. R6V-2002-050 and R6V-2009-0036, Cease and 
Desist Order No. R6V-2007-0024, Investigative Order No. R6V-2010-0035, and 
Cleanup and Abatement Order No. R6V-2010-0054.   
 
Pursuant to title 23, section 2245 of the California Code of Regulations, the 
Discharger is expected to construct emergency facilities or modify the existing 
plant operation to achieve rapid compliance.  Such emergency facilities include 
chemical treatment, ponding with or without aeration, and any other steps that 
can be immediately implemented.   

 
The Discharger must complete construction of Pond 5, as described in Water 
Board WDR Order No. R6V-2009-0036, no later than May 31, 2011. 

 
B. By April 15, 2011, the Discharger shall provide a Percolation Pond Restoration 

Plan that, at a minimum, provides the following: 
 

i. Design plans with a description and illustration of the measures the 
Discharger proposes to implement to restore the integrity of Percolation Pond 
No. 4 from having its berm breached and trenches installed.  The design 
plans must identify materials, and design specifications regarding pond berm 
stability including, but not limited to, compaction specifications, materials 
gradation specifications, and soil moisture content during compaction 
activities.  The design plans are to be stamped and signed by a California 
Registered Professional Engineer pursuant to California Business and 
Professions Code section 6735. 

ii. A project schedule, including, but not limited to, completion dates for design, 
contracts, permits, and for completing the measures identified in this Order’s 
Requirement No. I.D.i, above.   

 
C. No later than October 15, 2011, the Discharger shall complete its restoring 

Percolation Pond No. 4 as described in its Percolation Pond Restoration Plan. 
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D. By April 30, 2011, the Discharger shall provide a Wastewater Disposal Facilities 
Work Plan that, at a minimum, provides the following: 
 
i. Final design plans for wastewater disposal facilities that can adequately 

dispose of all Facility wastewater flows projected through at least December 
31, 2016.  The final design plans shall include all design parameters and 
specifications.  The final design plans shall include all supporting technical 
information (e.g., flow projections and supporting documentation; disposal 
site(s) assessments/characterizations/data; calculations and/or modeling 
results, including all assumptions) used to demonstrate that the wastewater 
disposal facilities will have adequate capacity for all Facility wastewater flows 
projected through at least December 31, 2016.  The final design plans shall 
also identify final disposal locations and stabilization measures for all 
currently stockpiled excavated soil from Pond No. 4, and any additional soils 
excavated during construction of additional wastewater disposal facilities.  
The final design plans are to be stamped and signed by a California 
Registered Professional Engineer pursuant to California Business and 
Professions Code section 6735. 
 

ii. A project schedule, including, but not limited to, completion dates for 
contracts, CEQA process (e.g., draft CEQA document, public comment 
period, final CEQA document approval, Notice of Determination submission, 
end of appeal period), permits, and construction period.   
 

E. By October 15, 2011, the Discharger shall complete implementation of the 
Wastewater Disposal Facilities Work Plan to provide adequate disposal capacity 
for all wastewater flows, including those diverted to VVWRA, and maintain 
compliance with freeboard requirements. 

 
F. The hearing on the connection ban will be continued until May 11-12, 2011, or as 

further noticed in the Regional Board’s agenda. During the time until the hearing 
on the connection ban, the Regional Board expects the Discharger to comply 
with the terms of Cease and Desist Order No. R6V-2011-15 and the Hearing 
Notice issued on January 14, 2011.  The Regional Board preserves its ability, 
should it issue a connection ban in May, to have the connection ban apply back 
to January 14, 2011, consistent with the Hearing Notice.  No further evidence will 
be taken at the hearing, except as to the Discharger’s progress on compliance 
with Orders A, B, and D, of Cease and Desist Order No. R6V-2011-15. 
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II. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. Signatory Requirements.  All reports required under this Cease and Desist 
Order shall be signed and certified by a duly authorized representative of the 
Discharger and submitted to the Water Board.  A person is a duly authorized 
representative of the Discharger only if: (1) the authorization is made in writing by 
the Discharger and (2) the authorization specifies either an individual or a 
position having responsibility for the overall operation of the regulated facility or 
activity.  A duly authorized representative may thus be either a named individual 
or any individual occupying a named position. 
 

B. Certification. Include the following signed certification with all reports submitted 
pursuant to this Order: 

 
“I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that 
this document and all attachments were prepared under my direction or 
supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified 
personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted.  Based on 
my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or those 
persons directly responsible for gathering the information submitted, the 
document and all attachments are, to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
true, accurate, and complete.  I am aware that there are significant penalties 
for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and 
imprisonment for knowing violations.”  
 

C. Report Submittals. All monitoring and technical reports required under this 
Order shall be submitted via electronic e-mail and/or hard copy to: 

 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board-Lahontan Region 
2501 South Lake Tahoe Blvd. 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 
Attn: Eric Taxer 
Email: etaxer@waterboards.ca.gov  
 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board-Lahontan Region 
14440 Civic Drive, Suite 200 
Victorville, CA 92392 
Attn: John Morales 
Email:  jmmorales@waterboards.ca.gov 
 

III. NOTIFICATION 
 
Enforcement Notification.  Failure to comply with the terms or conditions of this 
Cease and Desist Order may result in additional enforcement action, which may 
include the imposition of administrative civil liability pursuant to California Water 
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Code section 13350 for up to $5,000 a day for each violation or $10 per gallon 
discharged; and/or section 13268 for up to $1,000 a day for each violation; and/or 
referral to the Attorney General of the State of California for injunctive relief or civil or 
criminal liability.  The Water Board reserves its right to take any further enforcement 
action authorized by law. 

 
 
I, Douglas F. Smith, Board Advisor, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, 
and correct copy of an Order adopted by the California Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, Lahontan Region on March 10, 2011.   
 
 
 
 
______________________    
DOUGLAS F. SMITH 
BOARD ADVISOR 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
A. Location Map 
B. Table No. 1 Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations 
C. Water Code Section 13267 Fact Sheet 
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

February-04

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation two 

days during the month. Daily 2

February-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

February-04

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

March-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation three 

days during the month. Weekly 3

March-04

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

April-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

May-04

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation one 

day during the month. Daily 1

May-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

May-04

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

June-04

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation six 

days during the month. Daily 6

June-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation three 

days during the month. Weekly 3
1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 1 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

June-04

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

July-04

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation one 

day during the month. Daily 1

July-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

July-04

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

August-04

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 12 

days during the month. Daily 12

August-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

August-04

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

September-04

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 21 

days during the month. Daily 21

September-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

September-04

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

October-04

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 28 

days during the month. Daily 28

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 2 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

October-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

October-04

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

November-04

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 26 

days during the month. Daily 26

November-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

November-04

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

December-04

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

January-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 29 

days during the month. Daily 29

January-05

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

January-05

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

seven days. Daily 7

February-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 28 

days during the month. Daily 28

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 3 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

February-05

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

February-05

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

February-05

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

seven days. Daily 7

March-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 28 

days during the month. Daily 31

March-05

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

March-05

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

March-05

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

10 days. Daily 10

April-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 29 

days during the month. Daily 29

April-05

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

April-05

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 4 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

April-05

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

seven days. Daily 7

May-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 29 

days during the month. Daily 29

May-05

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

May-05

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

June-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 29 

days during the month. Daily 29

June-05

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

June-05

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

July-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

July-05

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

August-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 11 

days during the month. Daily 11

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 5 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

September-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

October-05

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

October-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 26 

days during the month. Daily 26

November-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

November-05

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

November-05

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

December-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

January-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 29 

days during the month. Daily 29

February-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 28 

days during the month. Daily 28

February-06

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 6 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

February-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation N/A 1

March-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

March-06

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

March-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

April-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

April-06

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

April-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

May-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

May-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

June-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

June-06

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation three 

days during the month. Weekly 3

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 7 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

June-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

July-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

July-06

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

July-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

August-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

August-06

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

August-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

September-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

September-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

September-06

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

two days. Daily 2

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 8 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

October-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 29 

days during the month. Daily 29

October-06

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

October-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

November-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

November-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

December-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

December-06

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

December-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

December-06

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

one day. Daily 1

January-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 9 of 22

04-00027



Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

January-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

February-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 28 

days during the month. Daily 28

March-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

March-07

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

March-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation N/A 1

March-07

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

three days. Daily 3

April-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

April-07

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

three days. Daily 3

May-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

May-07

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

May-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

May-07

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

six days. Daily 6

June-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

June-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

June-07

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

four days. Daily 4

July-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

July-07

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

July-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

July-07

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

two days. Daily 2

August-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

August-07

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation five 

days during the month. Weekly 5

August-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

September-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

September-07

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

September-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

October-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

October-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

November-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

1
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

November-07

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation three 

days during the month. Weekly 3

November-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

December-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

December-07

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation three 

days during the month. Weekly 3

December-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

January-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

January-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

February-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 29 

days during the month. Daily 29

February-08

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

February-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

March-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

March-08

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

March-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

April-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

April-08

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation five 

days during the month. Weekly 5

April-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

May-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

May-08

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

May-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

June-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

June-08

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

June-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  
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BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 14 of 22

04-00032



Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

July-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

July-08

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

July-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

August-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

August-08

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

August-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

September-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

October-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

November-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

November-08

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

1
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

November-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

December-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

December-08

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation five 

days during the month. Weekly 5

December-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

January-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

January-09

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

January-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

February-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 28 

days during the month. Daily 28

February-09

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

February-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

March-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

1
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

March-09

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation three 

days during the month. Weekly 3

March-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

April-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

April-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

May-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

May-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

June-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

June-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

July-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

July-09

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

July-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

August-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

August-09

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

August-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

September-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

September-09

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation three 

days during the month. Weekly 3

September-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

October-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

October-09

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

October-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

November-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

November-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

1
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

December-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

December-09

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

December-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

January-10

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

January-10

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

February-10

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 28 

days during the month. Daily 28

February-10

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

February-10

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

March-10

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

March-10

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

March-10

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

1
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

April-10

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

April-10

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

April-10

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

May-10

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

May-10

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

May-10

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

June-10

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

June-10

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation five 

days during the month. Weekly 5

June-10

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

July-10

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

1
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

July-10

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

July-10

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

August-10

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation one 

day during the month. Daily 1

August-10

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

August-10

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

September-10

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

one day. Daily 1

October-10

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

nine days. Daily 9

1
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

November-10

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

30 days. Daily 30

December-10

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 7 

days. (*) Daily 7

Total Violations 2418

(*)This violation count includes the 12/23/2010 freeboard violation that occurred when 

Percolation Pond No. 4S discharged to open desert lands located south of the percolation 

pond.

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 22 of 22
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California Environmental Protection Agency – Ca. Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region 

Fact Sheet – Requirements for Submitting Technical Reports  
Under Section 13267 of the California Water Code  

October 8, 2008 
 
What does it mean when the regional water 
board requires a technical report? 

Section 132671 of the California Water Code 
provides that “…the regional board may require that 
any person who has discharged, discharges, or 
who is suspected of having discharged…waste that 
could affect the quality of waters...shall furnish, 
under penalty of perjury, technical or monitoring 
program reports which the regional board requires”.   

This requirement for a technical report seems to 
mean that I am guilty of something, or at least 
responsible for cleaning something up.  What if 
that is not so? 

Providing the required information in a technical 
report is not an admission of guilt or responsibility. 
However, the information provided can be used by 
the regional water board to clarify whether a given 
party has responsibility. 

Are there limits to what the regional water board 
can ask for? 

Yes.  The information required must relate to an 
actual or suspected discharge of waste, and the 
burden of compliance must bear a reasonable 
relationship to the need for the report and the 
benefits obtained. The regional water board is 
required to explain the reasons for its request. 

What if I can provide the information, but not by 
the date specified? 

A time extension can be given for good cause. Your 
request should be submitted in writing, giving 
reasons. A request for a time extension should be 
made as soon as it is apparent that additional time 
will be needed and preferably before the due date 
for the information. 

Are there penalties if I don’t comply? 

Depending on the situation, the regional water 
board can impose a fine of up to $1,000 per day, 
and a court can impose fines of up to $25,000 per 
day as well as criminal penalties. A person who 
submits false information is guilty of a misdemeanor 
and may be fined as well. 

                                                 
1
 All code sections referenced herein can be found by going to 

www.leginfo.ca.gov . Copies of the regulations cited are available 

from the Regional Board upon request. 

What if I disagree with the 13267 requirement 
and the regional water board staff will not 
change the requirement and/or date to comply? 

Any person aggrieved by this action of the Regional 
Water Board may petition the State Water Board to 
review the action in accordance with Water Code 
section 13320 and California Code of Regulations, 
title 23, sections 2050 and following.  The State 
Water Board must receive the petition by 5:00 p.m., 
30 days after the date of the Order, except that if 
the thirtieth day following the date of this Order falls 
on a Saturday, Sunday, or state holiday, the petition 
must be received by the State Water Board by 5:00 
p.m. on the next business day.  Copies of the law 
and regulations applicable to filing petitions may be 
found on the Internet at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petiti
ons/water_quality or will be provided upon request. 

Claim of Copyright or other Protection 

Any and all reports and other documents submitted 
to the Regional Board pursuant to this request will 
need to be copied for some or all of the following 
reasons: 1) normal internal use of the document, 
including staff copies, record copies, copies for 
Board members and agenda packets, 2) any further 
proceedings of the Regional Board and the State 
Water Resources Control Board, 3) any court 
proceeding that may involve the document, and 4) 
any copies requested by members of the public 
pursuant to the Public Records Act or other legal 
proceeding. 
 
If the discharger or its contractor claims any 
copyright or other protection, the submittal must 
include a notice, and the notice will accompany all 
documents copied for the reasons stated above. If 
copyright protection for a submitted document is 
claimed, failure to expressly grant permission for 
the copying stated above will render the document 
unusable for the Regional Board's purposes, and 
will result in the document being returned to the 
discharger as if the task had not been completed. 
 
If I have more questions, who do I ask? 

Requirements for technical reports normally 
indicate the name, telephone number, and email 
address of the regional water board staff person 
involved at the end of the letter. 
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From: 	 Wilson So [WilsonSo©saeinc.org ] 
Sent: 	 Friday, April 15, 2011 1:55 PM 
To: 	 'John Morales'; 'Eric Taxer' 
Cc: 	 'Scott Ferguson'; 'James Hart'; Litfin, Todd; 'John Sponsler' 
Subject: 	 CDO R6V-2011-15 Percolation Pond #4 Restoration Plan 
Attachments: 	 Adelanto - WWRP Pond #4 Restoration Plan #2.pdf; Copy of COA Percolation Pond #4 

Restoration Plan.pdf; Copy of COA Percolation Pond #5 Construction.pdf; COA Pond #9 
SWPPP.pdf 

To John & Eric and others: 

When I submitted the Percolation Pond #4 Restoration Plan report this morning, I missed the insertion of the "certification 
language" required by the RWQCB. It has been added and that's why F am resending the documents. If you have already 
printed out the report, the only page changed is the last signature page. Sorry for the inconvenience. 

Wilson F. So, PE 
City Engineer 

1 
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Cari Thomas 
Mayor 

Ed Camargo 
Mayor Pro Tern 

April 15, 2011 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board-Lahontan Region 
2501 South Lake Tahoe Blvd. 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 
Attn: Mr. Eric Taxer, PE 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board-Lahontan Region 
14440 Civic Drive, Suite 200 
Victorville, CA 92392-2306 
Attn: Mr, John Morales, PE 

Steven R. Baisden 
Council Member 

Trinidad Perez 
Council Member 

Charles S. Valvo 
Council Member 

RE: CEASE AND DESIST ORDER NO. R6V-2011-15, ADELANTO PUBLIC UTILITY 
AUTHORITY WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AND PERCOLATION PONDS, 
ADELANTO, SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY 
PERCOLATION POND #4 RESTORATION PLAN 

Gentlemen: 

As a follow up to the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board's (hereinafter referred to as RWQCB) 
Order No. R6V-2011-15, Adelanto Public Utility Authority (APUA) is pleased to submit this letter report and 
accompanying construction plans (reduced to about half-size) to demonstrate APUA's proposal to restore 
existing Percolation Pond #4 due to the addition of temporary percolation/seepage trenches (commencing and 
completed from about November 4 th  to about early December 2010) that were installed to increase the 
percolation capability of Pond #4. 

Attached is a drawing (C-1 entitled Percolation Pond #4 restoration plan) showing the limits of the seepage 
trench affected area inside the future Pond #5 site. Majority of the areas affected by the seepage trenches (within 
Pond #5 limits) will be backfilled during the construction of Pond #5. For the Board's information, attached 
hereto is also a set of construction plans to add Pond #5 at location as mandated by RWQCB staff per our recent 
April 11 pre-hearing conference call. 

A. 	Construction Plans and Activity to Complete the Restoration of Pond #4: As shown on the Restoration 
plan (Drawing C-1), the percolation/seepage trenches that extended into the limits of proposed Pond #5 will be 
backfilled during construction of Pond #5. This restoration approach is based on APUA completing the 
construction of Pond #5 first (at the site already approved by RWQCB). Pond #4 will be restored pursuant to the 
following steps: 

(1) One new percolation pond (Pond #5) will be placed into operation in order to take Pond #4 out of 
service. The APUA has also requested that the Board approve its plans to place Pond #9 into operation 
so that Pond #9 will also be available to provide additional percolation in the event that Pond #5 may 
be taken out of service during the restoration of Pond #4 because of its immediate proximity. 

1 
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(2) Pond #4 will be allowed to dry-up such that a maintenance access-ramp can be added. This will permit 
proper compaction of the embankment slopes from the bottom up, and ease of future maintenance. 

(3) The limits affected by each seepage trench will be backfilled with previously stock-piled clean-soils 
(soils removed from Pond #4, #5, and #9), one trench at a time. 

(4) The restoration operation will be based on the construction schedule and approach as submitted by the 
successful contractor and reviewed by APUA staff. 

(5) The inlet piping to Pond #4 will also be checked; additional grouted rip-rap plus a 2-inch stilling-well 
(for measuring pond water level) will be added and installed. 

B. 	Response to Questions Submitted by RWQCB:  The following are responses to the specific information 
requested by Board staff about the Percolation Pond Restoration Plan: 

(1) Seepage trench and embankment slope back-fill material — Backfill material, as referenced above, will 
come from previously excavated clean soils. 

(2) Soils gradation issue — Fill material is from soils originally removed from Pond #4, #5, and #9 and will 
be suitable for backfill without any special gradation issue. Caliche type or clayey soils will be 
removed during the initial excavation and set aside for disposal as these type of soils will not be 
suitable for backfill. 

(3) Pond berm/embankment slope stability — All existing and proposed ponds will have embankment 
slopes at 2-horizontal to 1-vertical. This should provide a stable slope (since the ponds are located 
generally in flat-land) and will enable the earth —moving machines to perform excavation and 
maintenance on these slopes. 

(4) Soils moisture content — Moisture content for the optimum soil-density will be determined in the 
laboratory from the optimum-density curve established per ASTM D-1556 and D-1557 procedures. 
Water application will likely be required during the seepage trench restoration backfill operations. 

(5) Earthwork specifications — The Standard Specifications for Public Works Construction (Green Book) 
will be referenced. These requirements will be incorporated into the construction contract documents 
before a contract for pond restoration is awarded. 

C. 	Preliminary Project Design/Bidding and Construction Schedule:  The following is a projected simple 
time-line schedule to complete Pond #4 Restoration work on or before October 15, 2011: 

• APUA expects to complete the addition of 5 th  Percolation pond by 5-31-2011. The APUA has entered 
into a contract with the contractor to complete such work. 

• APUA expects to complete the addition of 6 th  Percolation pond by July or early August of 2011 (at Pond 
#9 location) to provide standby percolation capacity. The APUA has already entered into a contract with 
a contractor to complete this work. 

• APUA will complete an invited bidding process for Pond #4 restoration by August, 2011 or handle this 
work via a change order with the same contractor engaged in constructing Percolation Pond #5. 
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• APUA to award a restoration construction contract by mid-August, 2011; the APUA expects to 
complete the Pond #4 restoration on or before 10-15-2011 as mandated by RWQCB. 

Certification:  "I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that this document 
and all attachments were prepared under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to 
assure that qualtfied personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of 
the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the 
information submitted, the document and all attachments are, to the best of my knowledge and belief true, 
accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, 
including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations." 

We trust that this letter report with the accompanying plan has adequately addressed the concerns raised by 
RWQCB and we look forward to completing this project in a mutually agreeable manner. 

Very truly yours, 

Wilson F. So, PE 
City Engineer 

Cc:: City Manager and Council Members (APUA Board) 
Todd Litfin, City Attorney 
John Sponsler, APUA Director 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

John Sponsler [jsponsler©ci.adelanto.caus] 
Monday, April 18, 2011 5:03 PM 
Taxer, Eric; 'John Morales' 
James Hart; Wilson So (External); Litfin, Todd; 'hisarn baqai' 
Spill Contingency Management Plan 
Spill Contingency Management Plan, 4-18-11.docx 

Good afternoon Gentlemen, 

Please find attached the APUA's updated Spill Contingency Management Plan. Please let me know if you have 
any questions. Thanks, 

JOHN R. SPONSLER 
Director of Public Utilities 
City of Adelanto 
11600 Air Expressway 
Adelanto, CA 92311 
(760)246-2300 x 3006 
(760)578-4297 cell 
(760)246-3242 fax 

City Hall is open Monday - Thursday from 7:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. City Hall is closed every Friday and 
Holidays. 
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Cari Thomas 
Mayor 

April 18, 2011 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board-Lahontan Region 
2501 South Lake Tahoe Blvd. 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 
Attn: Mr. Eric Taxer 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board-Lahontan Region 
14440 Civic Drive, Suite 200 
Victorville, CA 92392-2306 
Attn: Mr. John Morales 

Ed Camargo 
Mayor Pro Tem 

Steven R. Baisden 
Council Member 

Trinidad Perez 
Council Member 

Charles S. Valvo 
Council Member 

RE: CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ORDER NO. R6V-2010-0054, ADELANTO PUBLIC 
UTILITY AUTHORITY WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AND PERCOLATION 
PONDS, ADELANTO, SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, WDID NO. 6B369805001: SPILL 
CONTINGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Gentlemen: 

As a follow up to the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board's (hereinafter referred to as 
RWQCB) Order No. R6V-2010-0054, Adelanto Public Utility Authority (APUA) is pleased to submit 
this Spill Contingency Management Plan as required by Section I-D of the Order, and Board Order 
R6V-2011-15, Section 1.A. The following is an update of APUA' s actions and proposed actions to 
Section I of the Order. 

a. Evaluation: 

i. Water conservation: 

The APUA has an active water conservation program aimed at reducing water consumption 
and waste. Our programs of "Cash for Grass," providing low-flow toilet replacements, hose 
nozzles, low flow shower heads and public workshops, have helped to reduce water 
consumption, and therefore improved conservation by over 57 acre feet since February 1, 2008 
(totals provided by Mojave Water Agency). Per capita water usage (excluding landscape 
irrigation) is approximately 70 gallons per day (October — December 2010 period). In 2009, 
the City of Adelanto approved a 3 tier water rate system in which lower tier users pay a lower 
rate than the upper 2 tiers. These 3-tier higher water rates have also contributed towards 
reducing resident's water usage. 
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As per the APUA's Emergency Response Procedure Manual, APUA has utilized local radio 
stations (e.g., KZXY 102.3 FM and KFROG 103.1 FM) to promote water conservation 
measures. These stations will also be used to broadcast a Public Service Announcement (PSA) 
in the event this type of public notice becomes necessary. 

As addressed in previous correspondence with the "RWQCB", the use of a "Reverse 9-1-1 
System" was considered. However, according to literature released by the County of San 
Bernardino, the use of this system is only in the cases of potentially life-threatening incidents 
such as an evacuation during a wildfire or earthquake. Additionally, the City is not enrolled in 
the Reverse 9-1-1 System and at this present time, is not ready to do so. 

Increased wastewater diversions or transfers: 

The APUA currently has an agreement with Victor Valley Wastewater Reclamation Authority 
(VVWRA) through October 28, 2011 to divert flows up to 1.3 million gallons per day (MGD) 
to their facility in Victorville through the 15-inch existing Adelanto interceptor sewer. Per 
APUA's discussions with VVWRA, this diversion can be extended if the need should arise. 
The average carrying capacity of the Adelanto interceptor sewer is about 1.6 MGD (see 
condensed profile attached). 

The APUA currently diverts influent flow at a rate of approximately 825,600 gallons per 16 
hours (860 gpm on the average) and effluent at a rate of approximately 81,900 gallons per 6.5 
hours (210 gpm on the average). During the week of March 22, 2011 the APUA brought on an 
additional pump which increased effluent diversion by approximately 150 gpm over an 8 hour 
day (72,000 gpd). Our estimated total diversion at present is approximately 979,500 gpd. 
Therefore, APUA is meeting the flow requirement of its waste discharge permit and if needed, 
still has adequate room in the interceptor if additional flow diversion was necessary. 

The APUA has recently also requested a 3 year extension of its Diversion Agreement with 
VVWRA beyond October 28, 2011. This is designed to reduce the need to enter into annual, 
more tenuous agreements. This arrangement also enables APUA to complete construction of 
all components of its plant expansion (such as equalization basin) and full testing of the various 
treatment process components. 

Engineered pond modifications: 

APUA has completed modifying Percolation Ponds (PP) #1, #3 and #4 through dredging to 
enhance percolation rate and prevent an overflow of effluent. APUA has added clean fill soils 
to the existing embankments to increase freeboard (based on available hydraulic head)and 
prevent freeboard violations. This additional fill over the embankment area was compacted 
using both a D-7 bulldozer and backhoe tractor. Riprap was applied to the easterly 
embankment slopes of PP #1 to protect against wave erosion. 

The clean soils previously excavated from the trenches at Pond #4 were deposited at the 
treatment plant (Pond #5 site). The excavator operator began excavating from about 20-ft 
outside the pond limit towards the top of the pond embankment before making a final cut into 
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the pond itself. This trenching approach minimized contact with the effluent. Vehicle 
pathways are on the North and South sides of PP #4 which channels such traffic away from the 
trenches. 

iv. Alternative on-site and off-site disposal areas and associated water quality effects: 

On November 4th , 2010, APUA received permission from the RWQCB to begin constructing 
temporary percolation/seepage trenches. A total of thirteen trenches (approximately 18 ft 
deep by 20 ft long have been cut into and from the eastside of PP #4 in order to enhance the 
percolation rate in this pond. These trenches have proven to be successful in that the 
freeboards in all the ponds are being met. 

It is imperative to note that the use of these trenches is for the duration of the emergency 
situation and not a permanent fixture. Percolation pond #4 will be restored to near its 
original "design condition" per directive from the RWQCB and will be addressed in a separate 
letter report covering the restoration plan 

The APUA's wastewater treatment plant is located in the northeast sector of Adelanto city 
limits and approximately 1/2 miles north of populated areas. The area surrounding the plant is 
unpopulated, open desert, and designated for airport development. With the continued 
diversion of wastewater flow to VVWRA, APUA does not anticipate any further overflows/ 
spill (similar to the incident caused by major storm events during December of 2010) to occur. 
If an unfortunate treated effluent  overflow/spill should occur (extremely unlikely) over the 
embankments, it will likely flow towards the north end of a 10-acre undeveloped parcel 
directly south of percolation ponds #4 and #5; this parcel is currently being acquired by APUA 
for the purpose of constructing additional future ponds. 

As APUA disposes its treated effluent via percolation ponds, no disinfectant (such as sodium 
hypo-chlorite) is added to limit formation of THMs (trihalomethanes). However, if a spill 
should occur (due to unexpected emergencies), the affected spill-site will be disinfected with 
calcium hypochlorite or sodium hypochlorite solutions. With the APUA planning/proceeding 
to construct a 5 th  percolation pond and possibly the 6 th  and 7th  ponds, there should be adequate 
effluent disposal capacity. Therefore, the concern over off-site effluent disposal (except via the 
VVWRA facilities) will be greatly diminished or eliminated. 

b. Evaluation of Transport Methods: 

Effluent from both the Biolac activated sludge treatment plant and the Micromedia treatment plant 
(or equivalent: which are not yet fully tested and operational) will flow via gravity to the existing 
and future percolation ponds. The treated effluent will also be pumped into a hydro-pneumatic 
storage tank (pressurized) to provide plant-water (for flushing and lubricating) for equipment and 
machinery used at the treatment plant. As the existing percolation ponds are taken out of service (on 
a temporary basis when there is sufficient additional new ponds), City staff will ensure that each 
pond has functioning gravity feed inlet piping and the need for any transfer pumping (using portable 
pumps) will be discontinued. 
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In the future, after all treatment process trains under the expansion are fully evaluated and tested, 
effluent meeting the California Title 22 requirements could be disinfected and reused for park 
irrigation to reduce the total reliance on percolation ponds to dispose of APUA effluent. However, 
such usage will not be considered until after the APUA has submitted a Title 22 engineering report 
to the RWQCB and the State Department of Health Services. 

c. Structural Integrity of the Pond Modifications: 

i. Design details on pond construction: 

Percolation ponds #1 to #3 were constructed back in about 1997 using the design plans prepared 
by Urban Logic Consultant. Ponds #2 and #3 were about equal to the surface area of Pond #1. 
They were adequate for many years to handle up to the 1.5 MGD average design plant flow. 
Pond #4 was added at the recommendation of current city engineer in 2005 after experiencing a 
major storm event that year. All of these existing and proposed future percolation ponds will 
utilize the same side slope design at 2 horizontal to 1-vertical, suitable for earth moving 
equipment. The side slopes of the embankments will be compacted to about 90 percent optimum 
density to maintain a stable slope. Since all of the ponds were excavated below existing ground 
surface, compaction of the bottom will be avoided to optimize the percolation capability. These 
same criteria will apply during future pond maintenance and resting-restoration period when 
APUA has sufficient ponds to operate the pond system on a rotational basis. 

ii. Design details for bonding: 

All of the existing and future percolation ponds will be connected to the effluent outlet 
structure(s). All effluent flows to the percolation ponds will be via gravity. The existing and 
future percolation ponds will be separated by a common embankment with an adjacent pond 
which will measure about 25 ft at the top between each group of 2-ponds. At 14 ft pond depth, 
the bottom of the embankment will be about 80 ft. With the pond inside embankment slopes at 2 
horizontal to 1-vertical, this should provide stability and bonding to separate the ponds as shown 
in the exiting ponds. 

On the basis of hydraulic gradient from the effluent control structure, each two nearby adjacent 
percolation ponds will be paired to operate as one unit to avoid an imbalance of available 
hydraulic heads (such as between Pond #4 and Pond #9) which will require extensive day to day 
operation of the pond influent valves. The pairing avoids such extensive observations. 

d. Additional Report Requirements: This Section covers both the percolation ponds (when 
applicable) and the temporary basin to place the dredged bottom sand from existing ponds before 
disposal. 

i. Design details to protect against piping failure: 

The effluent supply piping to the percolation ponds are located in the common embankments 
separating the ponds. The main effluent supply piping for ponds #5, #6, #7, #8, #9, #10 and #11 
is located in a wider embankment (about 60 ft wide). Therefore, there is adequate protection for 
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the effluent piping. In the future, as adequate standby percolation ponds are constructed and 
pond-rotation is maintained, the effluent piping together with embankment slopes can be 
checked during each rotation-maintenance cycle. During pipe installation, trench backfill will be 
adequately compacted to safeguard against settlement. 

Crest details - (applies to added embankment height on the north side of percolation ponds #3 
and #4; refer to pond location map attached with report) to provide additional protection 
against effluent spilling and flowing outside of APUA plant property to the north) 

The crest of the deposited clean sandy soil is approximately 3 ft to 4 ft wide and about 3-ft in 
height. The berm is not designed to support any motor vehicle. Six (6) mils thick plastic sheeting 
is placed over the insides of the temporary berm to prevent it from being collapsed during a 
storm event. The small amount of water present in the dredged sand will percolate back into the 
upper ground-water basin as it was supposed to do so inside the percolation ponds. 

iii. Drainage design of the crest: 

The slope of the added embankment is approximately 60 degrees (2:1 slope) downward, 
consistent with the original design slopes. Sand bags were available in the event erosion control 
was required; however, this was not the case. The opposite side of the added embankment 
(north-side of percolation ponds #3 and #4 was appropriately compacted to provide stability. 

iv. Slope protection methods: 

Plastic sheets were placed along the embankment slopes at the temporary dredged material 
holding pond; held down by sand-bags and native soil. At this time, freeboard levels in the 
percolation ponds are greater than 2'; slope protection is not an issue. Should freeboard levels 
rise to less than 2' plastic sheeting may be applied to the pond-side slopes and held in place by 
sandbags, concrete blocks or native rock material to reduce the chances of a spill. 

v. Spillway design details: 

No spillway design was necessitated for the existing and future percolation ponds. The feed 
piping the outlet will be protected via a grouted rock rip-rap. 

vi. Design details in the event of an earthquake: 

In the event of an earthquake, waves may develop and some damages to the embankments could 
occur. However, there are no special design provisions to deal with earthquake for the 
percolation ponds. Similar to all facilities at the APUA wastewater treatment plant, each process 
unit will be inspected for damage after an earthquake event, and appropriate steps will be taken 
to conduct the repairs. 

Such repairs for the percolation ponds will likely be backfill of embankment cracks and fixing 
pipe and valve leaks. These actions fall within normal maintenance and plant staff are adequately 
trained to conduct such repairs. 
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Summary of Above Facts on Spill Contingency Management: APUA has adequately addressed the 
contingency measures to prevent treated effluent overflows/spills from occurring. APUA has shown that 
since the December 2010 major storm event, it has taken all appropriate steps to prevent excess 
overflows and spills from happening. However, if overflows/spills should occur during a major 
catastrophic event, all damages to plant facility will be timely repaired. 

E. Certification. 

"I certib) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that this document and 
all attachments were prepared under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed 
to assure that qualified personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my 
inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for 
gathering the information submitted, the document and all attachments are, to the best f my knowledge 
and belief true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting 
false information, including the possibility offine and imprisonment for knowing violations. " 

We appreciate the continued advice and cooperation of the RWQCB staff. We will continue to provide 
information to the Regional Board as requested and look forward to the correction of this freeboard 
violation. 

Sincerely, 

John R. Sponsler 
APUA Director 

Report reviewed and input provided by: 

Wilson F. So, PE 
City Engineer 

Cc: 	City Manager and Council Members 
Todd Litfin, City Attorney 
Wilson So, PE City Engineer 

Adelanto City Hall — 11600 Air Expressway, Adelanto, CA 92301 — (760) 246-2300 — Fax (760) 246-8421 
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 CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 
LAHONTAN REGION 

 
CEASE AND DESIST ORDER NO. R6V-2011-(PROPOSED)(January 11, 2011) 

WDID NO. 6B369805001 
 

REQUIRING ADELANTO PUBLIC UTILITY AUTHORITY TO CEASE AND DESIST 
FROM DISCHARGING OR THREATENING TO DISCHARGE WASTE IN VIOLATION 

OF WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIED BY WATER 
BOARD ORDER NOS. R6V-2002-050 AND R6V-2009-0036 

AND IN VIOLATION OF  
CEASE AND DESIST ORDER NO. R6V-2007-24  

AND CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ORDER NO. R6V-2010-0054 
FOR 

ADELANTO DOMESTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY 
AND 

ADELANTO WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
 

  San Bernardino County   
 
This Cease and Desist Order for Adelanto Public Utility Authority institutes a ban 
for any new connections into the Adelanto Community Sewer System, Adelanto 
Domestic Wastewater Treatment Facility and Adelanto Wastewater Treatment 
Plant.  This connection ban is supported by more than a six-year history of 
violations of effluent limitations, influent flow limitations, and percolation pond 
freeboard limitations. 
 
The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region (Water 
Board) hereby finds: 
 
1. Discharger 
 
 The Adelanto Public Utility Authority owns and operates wastewater 

collection, treatment, and disposal facilities within the City of Adelanto.  The 
Adelanto Public Utility Authority is also identified as the “Discharger” in Waste 
Discharge Requirements (WDR) prescribed by Water Board Order Nos. R6V-
2002-050 and R6V-2009-0036, Water Board Cease and Desist Order No. 
R6V-2007-24, and Water Board Cleanup and Abatement Order No. R6V-
2010-0054.  For the purpose of this Water Board Cease and Desist Order 
(Order), the Adelanto Public Utility Authority is referred to as the “Discharger.” 

 
2. Facility 
 

a. The Discharger collects, treats and disposes of an average of 2.2 million 
gallons per day (mgd) of wastewater generated within the City of 
Adelanto.  The wastewater consists of both domestic wastewater and 
industrial wastewater, some of which receives pretreatment.  The 
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Discharger has two wastewater treatment facilities authorized to discharge 
to four percolation ponds.   

 
b. The older of the two treatment systems is the Adelanto Domestic 

Wastewater Treatment Facility, also known as the Biolac system.  The 
Biolac system is an activated sludge system that includes a septage 
receiving station (inactive), headworks, lined activated sludge basins, 
secondary clarifiers, multi-media filtration system, and sludge dewatering 
system.  This treatment system is authorized to receive and treat up to 1.5 
million gallons per 24-hour period and a maximum instantaneous flow rate 
of 2.5 mgd.  This facility is regulated by revised waste discharge 
requirements prescribed by Water Board Order No. R6V-2002-050.   

 
c. The newer of the two treatment facilities is the Adelanto Wastewater 

Treatment Plant, also know as the Micro-Media system.  The Micro-Media 
system includes primary clean screens, flow equalization pond (not yet 
existing), “micro-media” sand filter biological treatment system, and solids 
dewatering system.  The Micro-Media system is authorized to receive and 
treat up to 4.0 million gallons per 24-hour period and a maximum 
instantaneous flow rate of 6.0 mgd.  This facility is regulated by waste 
discharge requirements prescribed by Water Board Order No. R6V-2009-
0036.  The Micro-Media system has never been put into operation 
because the Discharger has not been able to successfully maintain the 
microorganism (animox bacteria) populations that are the Micro-Media 
system’s critical treatment element.   

  
d. Both the Biolac and Micro-Media treatment systems are designed to 

discharge un-disinfected secondary-treated wastewater effluent to four 
percolation ponds located within an 18-acre site owned by the Discharger.  
Pond No. 4 is divided into Pond No. 4N and Pond No. 4S, but is 
considered as a single pond.  All four percolation ponds are designed to 
infiltrate un-disinfected secondary-treated wastewater effluent.  
Groundwater in the uppermost aquifer is generally located at a depth of 90 
to 170 feet below ground surface (bgs).  There is an aquitard (clayey soil 
layer) located 170 to 230 feet bgs separating the uppermost aquifer from 
the regional aquifer. 

 
e. For the purposes of this Order, the Biolac system, the Micro-Media 

system, and the four percolation ponds are referred to as the “Facility.”  
The Facility is located on an 18-acre site at the northeast corner of the 
intersection of Jonathan Street and Auburn Avenue, in the City of 
Adelanto, San Bernardino County, California, as shown on Attachment A 
of this Order.  The Discharger has contracted with United Water to operate 
the Facility. 
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f. Prior to July 28, 2010, the Discharger was routing all wastewater flows 

through the Biolac system; the Micro-Media system remained inoperable.  
Beginning August 2009, the Discharger began diverting up to 1.2 mgd of 
secondary-treated wastewater flows to Victor Valley Wastewater 
Reclamation Authority’s (VVWRA) wastewater treatment facility with the 
remaining secondary-treated wastewater flows discharged to the 
Discharger’s percolation ponds.  Beginning July 28, 2010, the Discharger 
temporarily ceased diverting secondary-treated wastewater flows to 
VVWRA and began diverting 800,000 gallons per day (gpd) of untreated 
influent wastewater flows to VVWRA.    

 
g. At a November 18, 2010 meeting with Water Board staff, the Discharger 

described its plans to convert the Micro-Media system into a more 
traditional pure-oxygen activated sludge facility.  The Discharger verbally 
provided the following schedule for bringing the converted Micro-Media 
system on line.   

 
Date Action 

January 31, 2011 
Complete design for flow equalization 
unit. 

March 31, 2011 

Complete bid process for flow 
equalization unit and select a 
contractor. 

Spring, summer, and fall 2011 

Construct flow equalization unit and 
other project elements necessary to 
convert the Micro-Media system into a 
pure-oxygen activated sludge 
wastewater treatment system. 

November 30, 2011 
Converted Micro-Media system is 
operational and on line. 

 
Initially, the Discharger will use both the Biolac and converted Micro-Media 
systems to treat wastewater.  Eventually, all wastewater flows will be 
treated using the converted Micro-media system.  The Biolac system will 
subsequently become a reserve treatment system.   

 
3. Waste Discharge Requirements Permit History 
 

a. WDR Order No. 6-98-56A1: The Water Board initially established waste 
discharge requirements for the Biolac system and Percolation Pond Nos. 
1, 2, and 3, covering a 4.9-acre area, under Water Board Waste 
Discharge Requirements (WDR) Order No. 6-98-56 on September 3, 
1998.  Water Board WDR Order No. 6-98-56A1 was adopted on 
November 5, 1998 to allow the Facility to receive and treat septage.   
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b. WDR Order No. R6V-2002-050: Water Board WDR Order No. R6V-2002-

050 was adopted on September 11, 2002 and remains in effect presently.  
Water Board WDR Order No. R6V-2002-050 rescinds Water Board WDR 
Order No.6-98-56, as amended, and provides the Discharger more 
flexibility in operating the Septage Receiving Station by increasing the 
septage flow limit for a 24-hour period from 0.020 to 0.028 million gallons. 
Finding No. 10 of Order No. R6V-2002-050 states that the percolation 
ponds’ disposal capacity had been reached at a 24-hour influent flow of 
approximately 1.2 mgd.  The same finding also states that the facility’s 
treatment capacity (1.5 million gallons per 24-hour period) may be 
reached within the next four years, if wastewater flows continued to 
increase as they had since the facility became operational in September 
1998.   
 
Water Board WDR Order No. R6V-2002-050, in part, contains the 
following Discharge Specifications: 

 
I.A.1.  “The total volume of flow to the Adelanto Treatment Facility, during 
a 24-hour period, shall not exceed 1.5 million gallons.” 
 
I.A.5.  “All wastewater discharged to the authorized disposal sites shall not 
contain concentrations of parameter in excess of the following limits: 
 
Parameter  Units  30-Day Daily 
     Mean1  Maximum2 

 
BOD3   mg/L  15  30  
 
1  Compliance is determined by comparing the limit to the arithmetic mean of laboratory 
results for any 6-hour composite samples collected during a period of 30 days. 
2  Compliance is determined by comparing the limit to the laboratory result for any 6-hour 
composite sample. 
3  Biological Oxygen Demand (five-day, 200C) of an unfiltered sample.” 
 
I.D.2.  “Surface flow or visible discharge of sewage or sewage effluent 
at/or from the authorized disposal sites to adjacent land areas or surface 
waters is prohibited.” 
 
I.D.3.  “The vertical distance between the liquid surface elevation and the 
lowest point of a pond dike or the invert of an overflow structure shall not 
be less than two feet.” 
 
I.D.5.  “…The discharge of wastewater except to the authorized disposal 
sites is prohibited.” 
 

c. WDR Order No. R6V-2009-0036: The Water Board adopted Water Board 
WDR Order No. R6V-2009-0036 on June 10, 2010, and remains in effect 
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presently.  It established new waste discharge requirements for the Micro-
Media system.  The WDR Order authorizes treated wastewater effluent 
discharges to Percolation Pond No. 4 (north and south)1, and authorizes 
constructing and discharging to a fifth percolation pond.  Water Board 
WDR Order No. R6V-2009-0036, in part, contains the following Discharge 
Specifications: 

 
i. I.C.2.  “Surface flow or visible discharge of sewage or sewage effluent 

at/or from the authorized disposal sites to adjacent land areas or 
surface waters is prohibited.” 

 
ii. I.C.3.  “The vertical distance between the liquid surface elevation and 

the lowest point of a pond dike or the invert of an overflow structure 
shall not be less than two feet.” 

 
iii. I.C.5.  “…The discharge of wastewater except to the authorized 

disposal sites is prohibited.” 
 
4. Formal Enforcement History 
 

a. 2007 Cease and Desist Order: The Water Board adopted Cease and 
Desist Order No. R6V-2007-24 on August 29, 2007, in response to 
continual influent flow limitation violations, BOD effluent limitation 
violations, and discharges of waste to an unauthorized disposal site.  
Cease and Desist Order No. R6V-2007-24 established compliance dates 
for submitting and implementing an Interim Action Plan to reduce BOD 
concentrations, submitting a Long Term Action Plan to prepare the Facility 
to provide adequate wastewater treatment, storage, and disposal capacity, 
and to comply with Water Board WDR Order No. R6V-2002-050 by 
December 31, 2008.  The Discharger has failed to comply with both its 
Interim Action Plan and its Long Term Action Plan.  Attachment B, Table 
No. 1, lists ongoing effluent, flow, and freeboard limitation violations that 
have persisted beyond the compliance dates in the 2007 Cease and 
Desist Order.  Attachment B, Table No. 1 is hereby incorporated into this 
Order by reference.2 

 
b. 2010 Investigative Order: The Water Board adopted Investigative Order 

No. R6V-2010-0035 on August 2, 2010 in response to continuing 
violations of the influent flow and BOD effluent limitations and continuing 
violation of the final compliance date (December 31, 2008) specified by 
Cease and Desist Order No. R6V-2007-024.  The Investigative Order, in 

                       
1 Pond No. 4 was constructed and placed into operation in 2005 without prior Water Board 
authorization.  The Discharger’s construction and operation of Pond No. 4 was not authorized by 
the Water Board until Water Board WDR Order No. R6V-2009-0036 was adopted on June 10, 
2010, four years later. 
2 Table No. 1 in Attachment B does not include all violations of the WDR orders.   
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part, requires the Discharger to submit to the Water Board a Flow and 
Effluent Compliance Plan and Implementation Schedule by September 15, 
2010.  The Discharger has since received a Notice of Violation for 
submitting a deficient Flow and Effluent Compliance Plan and 
Implementation Schedule. 

 
c. 2010 Cleanup and Abatement Order: The Water Board adopted 

Cleanup and Abatement Order No. R6V-2010-0054 on November 1, 2010 
to address violations increasing in severity and frequency of percolation 
pond freeboard requirements specified Water Board WDR Order Nos. 
R6V-2002-050 and R6V-2009-0036.  The Discharger has since received 
two Notices of Violation for submitting both a deficient Spill Contingency 
Management Plan and final report.  The Discharger has not submitted 
amended reports as required by the Notices of Violation. 

 
5. Summary of Violations  
 

a. Based upon data provided in the Discharger’s self monitoring reports, the 
Discharger has been violating BOD effluent limitations specified by Water 
Board WDR Order No. R6V-2002-050 from February 2004 through August 
30, 2010, as shown in Attachment B, Table No. 1.  The Discharger’s self 
monitoring reports state these violations were caused by influent flows 
consistently exceeding the Biolac system’s design capacity. 

 
b. Based upon data provided in the Discharger’s self monitoring reports, the 

Discharger has been violating influent flow limitations specified by Water 
Board WDR Order No. R6V-2002-050 from April 2004 through August 5, 
2010, as shown in Attachment B, Table No. 1. 

 
c. Based upon data provided in the Discharger’s self monitoring reports and 

weekly status reports, the Discharger most recently started violating 
freeboard requirements specified by Water Board WDR Order Nos. R6V-
2002-050 and R6V-2009-0036 on September 29, 2010.  The Discharger’s 
December 10, 2010 weekly status report states that freeboard levels had 
returned to two feet or greater for all four percolation ponds.  The 
Discharger again violated freeboard requirements on or before December 
23, 2010, when Percolation Pond No. 4S discharged to adjacent land 
areas.  The Discharger has continued violating freeboard requirements 
through January 10, 20113. 

 
d. In addition to the violations of effluent, flow, and freeboard limitations, the 

Discharger has been violating additional discharge requirements and 
authorized disposal site requirements specified by Water Board WDR 
Order Nos. R6V-2002-050 and R6V-2009-0036 beginning no later than 

                       
3 Based upon January 10, 2011 Weekly Status Report provided by the Discharger. 
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November 2, 2010 and continuing through January 10, 20114.  Based 
upon Water Board staff’s phone conversations and the Discharger’s 
weekly status reports, the Discharger has been continuously violating 
these requirements as a result of constructing approximately 13 trenches 
through Percolation Pond No. 4’s berm, as part of the Discharger’s efforts 
to prevent an uncontrolled and unauthorized release from the percolation 
ponds.  The trenches originally extended approximately 20 feet outward 
through the pond’s berm into land areas adjacent to the pond, creating 
additional pond capacity and possibly increasing pond percolation rates.  
These trenches are not identified as authorized disposal sites by Water 
Board WDR Order Nos. R6V-2002-050 and R6V-2009-0036, and 
constitute sewage effluent discharges from the authorized disposal sites to 
adjacent land areas.  

 
e.  On December 23, 2010 at approximately 2:00 a.m., the Discharger began 

an uncontrolled and unauthorized wastewater discharge from Percolation 
Pond No. 4S to adjacent open desert lands located south of the 
percolation pond.  Water Board staff inspected the discharge area later in 
the day and observed that the wastewater discharged from Percolation 
Pond No. 4S had migrated to an adjacent land area under different 
ownership, and covered an area approximately 200 feet by 200 feet to an 
approximate average depth of eight inches (approximately 200,000 
gallons).  Water Board staff observed the Discharger further extending the 
trenches to increase Percolation Pond No. 4S capacity.  This discharge 
and the additional trench extensions were not authorized by Water Board 
WDR Order Nos. R6V-2002-0050 and R6V-2009-0036, and constitute 
sewage effluent discharges from the authorized disposal sites to adjacent 
land areas.  

 
6. Threatened Discharges from the Facility 
 

a. The Discharger has a contract with VVWRA that allows the Discharger to 
divert up to 800,000 gpd of wastewater to VVWRA’s facility for a 15-month 
period.  On August 4, 2010, VVWRA indicated the Discharger could 
increase the diversion to 1.3 mgd of wastewater (800,000 gpd of untreated 
influent, and 500,000 gpd of secondary treated effluent) when a diversion 
pump temporarily failed.  This agreement for additional discharge to 
VVWRA was reiterated after the Discharger reported violations of its pond 
freeboard requirements on September 29, 2010.   

 
 Beginning August 2009, the Discharger began diverting up to 1.2 mgd of 

secondary-treated wastewater flows to VVWRA’s wastewater treatment 
facility.  On July 28, 2010, the Discharger began diverting a portion 
(800,000 gpd) of its wastewater influent to VVWRA’s wastewater 
treatment facility and temporarily halted the diversion of the secondary-

                       
4 Based upon January 10, 2011 Weekly Status Report provided by the Discharger. 
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treated effluent.  The Discharger began violating freeboard requirements 
on September 29, 2010, and yet, did not substantially increase 
wastewater flow diversions until Water Board staff identified and strongly 
recommended such action.  On November 10, 2010, the Discharger 
increased wastewater flow diversions up to 1.081 mgd, and on November 
26, 2010, the Discharger obtained and installed adequate pumps to 
increase wastewater flow diversions up to approximately 1.3 mgd, the 
maximum diversion amount identified in the Discharger’s agreement with 
VVWRA.   
 
The diversion system implemented on July 28, 2010 allowed the 
Discharger to eliminate violations of the influent flow limitation beginning 
August 6, 2010, which in turn also allowed the Discharger to comply with 
the BOD effluent limitations contained in the WDR Orders beginning in the 
month of September 2010.  However, this recent compliance with influent 
flow and effluent BOD limitations is currently temporary.  The Discharger 
will again violate the influent flow and BOD effluent limitations at the end 
of October 2011 when its contract/agreement with VVWRA ends, unless 
the Discharger expands its treatment capacity by bringing the converted 
Micro-Media system on line.  This situation constitutes an ongoing 
threatened violation of waste discharge requirements related to influent 
flow and effluent BOD.  

 
b. Based upon data provided in the Discharger’s December 10, 2010 weekly 

status report, the Discharger stated it was meeting freeboard requirements 
specified by the WDR Orders.  This situation is likely the result of the 
Discharger’s constructed trenches through Pond No. 4’s berm, beginning 
percolation pond dredging operations, and increased diversions to 
VVWRA up to approximately 1.3 mgd.  This situation is also temporary 
under current conditions, and dependent in part upon an unauthorized 
discharge to land areas adjacent to Percolation Pond No. 4 and ongoing, 
but temporary, diversions of wastewater flows to VVWRA.  The Discharger 
has not provided information indicating whether the infiltration rates in the 
percolation ponds will increase as a result of dredging operations or for 
how long,5 or whether the four percolation ponds will be able to effectively 
percolate the flow currently diverted to VVWRA.  This situation constitutes 
an ongoing threatened violation of waste discharge requirements related 
to freeboard requirements.   

 
7. Water Board Authority 
 

a. California Water Code section 13301 states, in part: 
 
“When a Regional Board finds that a discharge of waste is taking place, or 

                       
5 Percolation Pond Nos. 1, 2, and 3 are scheduled to be dredged over a nine to twelve-week 
period. 
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threatening to take place, in violation of requirements or discharge 
prohibitions prescribed by the regional board or the state board, the 
[regional] board may issue an order to cease and desist and direct that 
those persons not complying with the requirements or discharge 
prohibitions (a) comply forthwith, (b) comply in accordance with a time 
schedule set by the [regional] board, or (c) in the event of a threatened 
violation, take appropriate remedial or preventive action.  In the event of 
an existing or threatened violation of waste discharge requirements in the 
operation of a community sewer system, cease and desist orders may 
restrict or prohibit the volume, type, or concentrations of waste that might 
be added to that system by dischargers who did not discharge into the 
system prior to the issuance of the cease and desist order.” 
 

b. Title 23, section 2244 of the California Code of Regulations authorizes 
prohibitions or appropriate restrictions on additional discharges to 
community sewer systems (also known as a connection ban) in cease and 
desist orders if the additional discharge volume, type, or concentration 
entering the sewer system would cause an increase in or increase the 
likelihood of WDR violations.  The prohibitions or restrictions are for when 
WDR violations are not immediately corrected, are not used as a punitive 
measure, and the Water Board sends written notification to all appropriate 
local agencies.  The prohibitions or restrictions should include, but not be 
limited to, new residential, commercial, industrial, and/or governmental 
connections as deemed appropriate by the Water Board.  Pursuant to Title 
23, section 2244.3 of the California Code of Regulations, additional 
discharge prohibitions shall not be removed until the WDR violations have 
ceased and consistent compliance with requirements in the WDR Orders 
is reached. 
 

c. Title 23, section 2244.1(a) of the California Code of Regulations 
authorizes the Water Board to include in its prohibitions or restrictions on 
additional discharges to community sewer systems those structures with 
building permits (or equivalent final approval of construction or occupancy) 
already issued when special circumstances justify including these 
structures.  The prohibition or restrictions on additional discharges shall 
apply to building permits (or equivalent final approval of construction or 
occupancy) dating back to the date when this Order was noticed for 
hearing (January 14, 2011). 
 
The special circumstances in this matter that justify applying a connection 
ban to structures with building permits (or equivalent final approval of 
construction or occupancy) already issued are: 

 
i. The violations, discharges, and threatened discharges listed in 

Findings Nos. 5 and 6 of this Order.   
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ii. The Discharger is allowing constant unauthorized discharges from 

Percolation Pond No. 4S to trenches, and at least one unauthorized 
discharge off the Discharger’s property at the present flow rate with no 
adequate Spill Contingency Management Plan.  As long as the 
unauthorized trenches are in use, the present flow rate causes a 
constant unauthorized discharge; any additional flow from any 
sewer hookup not already in use will increase the Discharger’s 
unauthorized discharge to the trenches and likely cause a new 
unauthorized discharge off its property.   

 
iii. The Discharger’s failure to comply with prior Water Board Orders 

intended to address the Facility’s chronically inadequate capacity has 
resulted in catastrophic Facility failure and continues to create 
conditions where similar future catastrophic failures are likely to occur 
with increasing severity without imposing the strict prohibitions 
contained in this Order. 
 

d. The Discharger has been discharging and continues to threaten to 
discharge waste in violation of both WDR Orders and subsequent informal 
and formal enforcement actions.  The Discharger does not have a plan to 
immediately correct its ongoing effluent, inflow, and freeboard limitation 
violations, and the Water Board is not using the prohibition on additional 
discharges as a punitive measure.  An increase in inflow from additional 
dischargers to the sewer system would cause additional effluent, inflow, 
and freeboard limitation violations and unauthorized discharges.  A 
connection ban for additional discharges would assist in preventing 
additional violations by limiting the amount of wastewater the Discharger 
receives.  Therefore, the Water Board is authorized to issue a Cease and 
Desist Order for the above-referenced violations and threatened violations 
and to institute a connection ban for additional discharges into the 
Discharger’s sewer system pursuant to Water Code section 13301, and 
sections 2244 and 2244.3 of the California Code of Regulations. 

 
8. Additional Discharges Defined 
 

a. For the purpose of this Order, additional discharges are defined as 
wastewater flows that are not already flowing to the Facility at the time of 
notice of hearing for this Order (January 14, 2011).  Additional discharges 
include wastewater flows from all existing, proposed, or modified 
structures including, but not limited to, new residential, commercial, 
industrial, or governmental structures: 

 
i. that have not received any building permit, final approval, will-serve 

letter, or any other type of approval for construction; 
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ii. that have received a building permit, final approval, will-serve letter, or 

any other type of approval for construction but have not commenced 
and/or completed construction; 
 

iii. where construction has been completed but the structures are not 
occupied at the time the notice of hearing for this Order (January 14, 
2011); or  
 

iv. where construction has been completed and the structures become 
vacant after the time the notice of hearing for this Order (January 14, 
2011). 
 

9. Water Code Section 13267 Justification 
 
 Water Code section 13267 authorizes the Water Board to require from the 

Dischargers technical or monitoring program reports submitted under penalty 
of perjury.  Section 13267 requires that the Water Board explain why reports 
are required, and to identify the evidence that supports requirement the 
reports. See Attachment C of this Order, Water Code Section 13267 Fact 
Sheet. 

 
 The technical reports required by this Order are necessary to measure and 

ensure the Discharger’s compliance with this Cease and Desist Order, in 
efforts to ensure protection of waters of the state, and to protect public health 
and the environment.  Attachment B, Table No. 1 lists the numerous 
violations of effluent limitations, influent flow limitations, and minimum 
freeboard levels that evidence supporting requiring the reports.  The burden, 
including costs, of the reports required by this Order bear a reasonable 
relationship to the need for the reports and the benefits to be obtained from 
them.   

 
10. California Environmental Quality Act 
 
 Issuance of this Order is exempt from the provisions of the California 

Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code, section 21000, et seq.), 
in accordance with section 15321(a)(2), title 14, California Code of 
Regulations. 

 
11. Notification of Interested Parties 
 
 The Water Board sent written notification to the Discharger, the City of 

Adelanto, the County of San Bernardino, and other affected and interested 
parties of its intent to consider adoption of this Cease and Desist Order, and 
provided an opportunity to submit written comments and appear at a public 
hearing.  The Water Board, in a public hearing, heard and considered all 
comments. 
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12. Requesting Administrative Review by the State Water Board.   

 
Any person aggrieved by an action of the Water Board that is subject to 
review as set forth in Water Code section 13320, subdivision (a), may petition 
the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) to review the 
action.  Any petition must be made in accordance with Water Code section 
13320 and California Code of Regulations, title 23, section 2050 and 
following.  The State Water Board must receive the petition within 30 days of 
the date the action was taken, except that if the thirtieth day following the date 
the action was taken falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or state holiday, then the 
State Water Board must receive the petition by 5:00 p.m. on the next 
business day.  Copies of the law and regulation applicable to filing petitions 
may be found on the internet at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/publicnotices/petitions/waterquality or will be 
provided upon request. 

 
THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that, pursuant to Water Code sections 
13301 and 13267, the Discharger shall cease and desist from discharging 
wastes or threatening to discharge wastes, in violation of provisions specified in 
Water Board WDR Order Nos. R6V-2002-050 and R6V-2009-0036, and shall 
comply with the other provisions of this Order:  
 
I. ORDERS 
 

A. Effective immediately and continuing until the Discharger can 
demonstrate its ability to consistently maintain compliance with the waste 
discharge requirements described in WDR Order Nos. R6V-2002-050 and 
R6V-2009-0036, the Discharger shall not permit nor allow additional 
discharges (as defined in Finding No. 8 of this Order) to its Facility or its 
community sewer system (also known as a connection ban).  The 
Discharger’s ability to consistently maintain compliance with the above-
referenced waste discharge requirements will be demonstrated by the 
Discharger maintaining compliance with the waste discharge requirements 
for six consecutive months.   
 

B. Comply forthwith with all requirements, including reporting requirements, 
specified by WDR Order Nos. R6V-2002-050 and R6V-2009-0036, Cease 
and Desist Order No. R6V-2007-0024, Investigative Order No. R6V-2010-
0035, and Cleanup and Abatement Order No. R6V-2010-0054.   
 
Pursuant to title 23, section 2245 of the California Code of Regulations, 
the Discharger is expected to construct emergency facilities or modify the 
existing plant operation to achieve rapid compliance.  Such emergency 
facilities include chemical treatment, ponding with or without aeration, and 
any other steps that can be immediately implemented.   
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The Discharger must plan and complete construction of emergency 
facilities forthwith.  If the Discharger constructs Pond 5, as described in 
Water Board WDR Order No. R6V-2009-0036, as an emergency facility, 
then Pond 5 must be completed no later than May 1, 2011.    

 
C. Beginning April 7, 2011, and quarterly thereafter (July 7, October 7, 

January 7, and April 7) the Discharger shall provide written verification to 
the Water Board, under penalty of perjury, that no additional discharges 
(as defined in Finding No. 8 of this Order) to the Facility or its community 
sewer system have been permitted or allowed.  Verification must include a 
list of all discharge sources to the Facility that are planned, proposed, 
active, and/or inactive.  

 
D. By April 15, 2011, the Discharger shall provide a Percolation Pond 

Restoration Plan that, at a minimum, provides the following: 
 

i. Design plans with a description and illustration of the measures the 
Discharger proposes to implement to restore the integrity of 
Percolation Pond No. 4 from having its berm breached and trenches 
installed.  The design plans must identify materials, and design 
specifications regarding pond berm stability including, but not limited 
to, compaction specifications, materials gradation specifications, and 
soil moisture content during compaction activities.  The design plans 
are to be stamped and signed by a California Registered Professional 
Engineer pursuant to California Business and Professions Code 
section 6735. 

 
ii. A project schedule, including, but not limited to, completion dates for 

design, contracts, permits, and for completing the measures identified 
in this Order’s Requirement No. I.D.i, above.   

 
E. No later than October 15, 2011, the Discharger shall complete its 

restoring Percolation Pond No. 4 as described in its Percolation Pond 
Restoration Plan. 

 
F. By April 30, 2011, the Discharger shall provide a Wastewater Disposal 

Facilities Work Plan that, at a minimum, provides the following: 
 
i. Final design plans for wastewater disposal facilities that can 

adequately dispose of all Facility wastewater flows projected through at 
least December 31, 2016.  The final design plans shall include all 
design parameters and specifications.  The final design plans shall 
include all supporting technical information (e.g., flow projections and 
supporting documentation; disposal site(s) 
assessments/characterizations/data; calculations and/or modeling 
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results, including all assumptions) used to demonstrate that the 
wastewater disposal facilities will have adequate capacity for all Facility 
wastewater flows projected through at least December 31, 2016.  The 
final design plans shall also identify final disposal locations and 
stabilization measures for all currently stockpiled excavated soil from 
Pond No. 4, and any additional soils excavated during construction of 
additional wastewater disposal facilities.  The final design plans are to 
be stamped and signed by a California Registered Professional 
Engineer pursuant to California Business and Professions Code 
section 6735. 
 

ii. A project schedule, including, but not limited to, completion dates for 
contracts, CEQA process (e.g., draft CEQA document, public comment 
period, final CEQA document approval, Notice of Determination 
submission, end of appeal period), permits, and construction period.   
 

G. By October 15, 2011, the Discharger shall complete implementation of 
the Wastewater Disposal Facilities Work Plan to provide adequate 
disposal capacity for all wastewater flows, including those diverted to 
VVWRA, and maintain compliance with freeboard requirements. 

 
II. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. Signatory Requirements.  All reports required under this Cease and 
Desist Order shall be signed and certified by a duly authorized 
representative of the Discharger and submitted to the Water Board.  A 
person is a duly authorized representative of the Discharger only if: (1) the 
authorization is made in writing by the Discharger and (2) the authorization 
specifies either an individual or a position having responsibility for the 
overall operation of the regulated facility or activity.  A duly authorized 
representative may thus be either a named individual or any individual 
occupying a named position. 
 

B. Certification. Include the following signed certification with all reports 
submitted pursuant to this Order: 

 
“I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 
California that this document and all attachments were prepared under 
my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to 
assure that qualified personnel properly gather and evaluate the 
information submitted.  Based on my inquiry of the person or persons 
who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for 
gathering the information submitted, the document and all attachments 
are, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and 
complete.  I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting 
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false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for 
knowing violations.”  
 

C. Report Submittals. All monitoring and technical reports required under 
this Order shall be submitted via electronic e-mail and/or hard copy to: 

 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board-Lahontan Region 
2501 South Lake Tahoe Blvd. 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 
Attn: Eric Taxer 
Email: etaxer@waterboards.ca.gov  
 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board-Lahontan Region 
14440 Civic Drive, Suite 200 
Victorville, CA 92392 
Attn: John Morales 
Email:  jmmorales@waterboards.ca.gov 
 

III. NOTIFICATION 
 
Enforcement Notification.  Failure to comply with the terms or conditions of 
this Cease and Desist Order may result in additional enforcement action, 
which may include the imposition of administrative civil liability pursuant to 
California Water Code section 13350 for up to $5,000 a day for each violation 
or $10 per gallon discharged; and/or section 13268 for up to $1,000 a day for 
each violation; and/or referral to the Attorney General of the State of 
California for injunctive relief or civil or criminal liability.  The Water Board 
reserves its right to take any further enforcement action authorized by law. 

 
 
I, Harold J. Singer, Executive Officer, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, 
true, and correct copy of an Order adopted by the California Regional Water 
Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region on March 10, 2011.   
 
 
_____________________    
HAROLD J. SINGER 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
A. Location Map 
B. Table No. 1 Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations 
C. Water Code Section 13267 Fact Sheet 
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

February-04

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation two 

days during the month. Daily 2

February-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

February-04

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

March-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation three 

days during the month. Weekly 3

March-04

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

April-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

May-04

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation one 

day during the month. Daily 1

May-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

May-04

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

June-04

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation six 

days during the month. Daily 6

June-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation three 

days during the month. Weekly 3
1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 1 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

June-04

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

July-04

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation one 

day during the month. Daily 1

July-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

July-04

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

August-04

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 12 

days during the month. Daily 12

August-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

August-04

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

September-04

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 21 

days during the month. Daily 21

September-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

September-04

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

October-04

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 28 

days during the month. Daily 28

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 2 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

October-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

October-04

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

November-04

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 26 

days during the month. Daily 26

November-04

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

November-04

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

December-04

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

January-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 29 

days during the month. Daily 29

January-05

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

January-05

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

seven days. Daily 7

February-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 28 

days during the month. Daily 28

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 3 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

February-05

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

February-05

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

February-05

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

seven days. Daily 7

March-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 28 

days during the month. Daily 31

March-05

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

March-05

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

March-05

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

10 days. Daily 10

April-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 29 

days during the month. Daily 29

April-05

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

April-05

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 4 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

April-05

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

seven days. Daily 7

May-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 29 

days during the month. Daily 29

May-05

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

May-05

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

June-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 29 

days during the month. Daily 29

June-05

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

June-05

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

July-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

July-05

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

August-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 11 

days during the month. Daily 11

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 5 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

September-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

October-05

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

October-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 26 

days during the month. Daily 26

November-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

November-05

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

November-05

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

December-05

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

January-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 29 

days during the month. Daily 29

February-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 28 

days during the month. Daily 28

February-06

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 6 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

February-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation N/A 1

March-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

March-06

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

March-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

April-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

April-06

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

April-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

May-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

May-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

June-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

June-06

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation three 

days during the month. Weekly 3

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 7 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

June-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

July-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

July-06

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

July-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

August-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

August-06

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

August-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

September-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

September-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

September-06

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

two days. Daily 2

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 8 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

October-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 29 

days during the month. Daily 29

October-06

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

October-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

November-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

November-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

December-06

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

December-06

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

December-06

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

December-06

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

one day. Daily 1

January-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 9 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

January-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

February-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 28 

days during the month. Daily 28

March-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

March-07

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

March-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation N/A 1

March-07

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

three days. Daily 3

April-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

April-07

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

three days. Daily 3

May-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 10 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

May-07

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

May-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

May-07

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

six days. Daily 6

June-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

June-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

June-07

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

four days. Daily 4

July-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

July-07

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

July-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 11 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

July-07

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

two days. Daily 2

August-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

August-07

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation five 

days during the month. Weekly 5

August-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

September-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

September-07

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

September-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

October-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

October-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

November-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 12 of 22

04-000104



Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

November-07

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation three 

days during the month. Weekly 3

November-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

December-07

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

December-07

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation three 

days during the month. Weekly 3

December-07

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

January-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

January-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

February-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 29 

days during the month. Daily 29

February-08

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

February-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

March-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 13 of 22

04-000105



Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

March-08

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

March-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

April-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

April-08

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation five 

days during the month. Weekly 5

April-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

May-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

May-08

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

May-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

June-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

June-08

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

June-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 14 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

July-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

July-08

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

July-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

August-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

August-08

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

August-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

September-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

October-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

November-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

November-08

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 15 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

November-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

December-08

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

December-08

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation five 

days during the month. Weekly 5

December-08

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

January-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

January-09

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

January-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

February-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 28 

days during the month. Daily 28

February-09

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

February-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

March-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

March-09

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation three 

days during the month. Weekly 3

March-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

April-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

April-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

May-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

May-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

June-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

June-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

July-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

July-09

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

July-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 17 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

August-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

August-09

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

August-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

September-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

September-09

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation three 

days during the month. Weekly 3

September-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

October-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

October-09

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

October-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

November-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

November-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

December-09

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

December-09

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation two 

days during the month. Weekly 2

December-09

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

January-10

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

January-10

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

February-10

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 28 

days during the month. Daily 28

February-10

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

February-10

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

March-10

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

March-10

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

March-10

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  

It only identifies violations of influent flow limitations, 

BOD effluent limitations, and minimum freeboard levels. Page 19 of 22
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

April-10

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

April-10

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

April-10

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

May-10

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

May-10

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

May-10

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

June-10

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 30 

days during the month. Daily 30

June-10

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation five 

days during the month. Weekly 5

June-10

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

July-10

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation 31 

days during the month. Daily 31

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

July-10

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation four 

days during the month. Weekly 4

July-10

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

August-10

Influent Flow Limitation -   Daily 

Maximum - 1.5 million gallons 

per 24 hours

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

Influent Flow Limitation one 

day during the month. Daily 1

August-10

BOD Effluent Limitation -   

Daily Maximum - 30 mg/L

Exceeded Daily Maximum 

BOD Effluent Limitation one 

day during the month. Weekly 1

August-10

BOD Effluent Limitation - 

Monthly Average - 15 mg/L

Exceeded Monthly Average 

BOD Effluent Limitation. N/A 1

September-10

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

one day. Daily 1

October-10

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

nine days. Daily 9

1
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Table No. 1 

Adelanto Wastewater Treatment Facility Violations (Feb. 1, 2004 - Dec. 23, 2010)
1

Month/Year Violation Type  Violation Description Sampling Frequency

Number of 

Violations

November-10

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 

30 days. Daily 30

December-10

Freeboard Level Req. -  

Minimum of 2 feet

Failed to maintain minimum 

freeboard levels in one or 

more percolation ponds for 7 

days. (*) Daily 7

Total Violations 2418

(*)This violation count includes the 12/23/2010 freeboard violation that occurred when 

Percolation Pond No. 4S discharged to open desert lands located south of the percolation 

pond.

1
This table does not identify all facility violations.  
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California Environmental Protection Agency – Ca. Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region 

Fact Sheet – Requirements for Submitting Technical Reports  
Under Section 13267 of the California Water Code  

October 8, 2008 
 
What does it mean when the regional water 
board requires a technical report? 

Section 132671 of the California Water Code 
provides that “…the regional board may require that 
any person who has discharged, discharges, or 
who is suspected of having discharged…waste that 
could affect the quality of waters...shall furnish, 
under penalty of perjury, technical or monitoring 
program reports which the regional board requires”.   

This requirement for a technical report seems to 
mean that I am guilty of something, or at least 
responsible for cleaning something up.  What if 
that is not so? 

Providing the required information in a technical 
report is not an admission of guilt or responsibility. 
However, the information provided can be used by 
the regional water board to clarify whether a given 
party has responsibility. 

Are there limits to what the regional water board 
can ask for? 

Yes.  The information required must relate to an 
actual or suspected discharge of waste, and the 
burden of compliance must bear a reasonable 
relationship to the need for the report and the 
benefits obtained. The regional water board is 
required to explain the reasons for its request. 

What if I can provide the information, but not by 
the date specified? 

A time extension can be given for good cause. Your 
request should be submitted in writing, giving 
reasons. A request for a time extension should be 
made as soon as it is apparent that additional time 
will be needed and preferably before the due date 
for the information. 

Are there penalties if I don’t comply? 

Depending on the situation, the regional water 
board can impose a fine of up to $1,000 per day, 
and a court can impose fines of up to $25,000 per 
day as well as criminal penalties. A person who 
submits false information is guilty of a misdemeanor 
and may be fined as well. 

                                                 
1
 All code sections referenced herein can be found by going to 

www.leginfo.ca.gov . Copies of the regulations cited are available 

from the Regional Board upon request. 

What if I disagree with the 13267 requirement 
and the regional water board staff will not 
change the requirement and/or date to comply? 

Any person aggrieved by this action of the Regional 
Water Board may petition the State Water Board to 
review the action in accordance with Water Code 
section 13320 and California Code of Regulations, 
title 23, sections 2050 and following.  The State 
Water Board must receive the petition by 5:00 p.m., 
30 days after the date of the Order, except that if 
the thirtieth day following the date of this Order falls 
on a Saturday, Sunday, or state holiday, the petition 
must be received by the State Water Board by 5:00 
p.m. on the next business day.  Copies of the law 
and regulations applicable to filing petitions may be 
found on the Internet at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petiti
ons/water_quality or will be provided upon request. 

Claim of Copyright or other Protection 

Any and all reports and other documents submitted 
to the Regional Board pursuant to this request will 
need to be copied for some or all of the following 
reasons: 1) normal internal use of the document, 
including staff copies, record copies, copies for 
Board members and agenda packets, 2) any further 
proceedings of the Regional Board and the State 
Water Resources Control Board, 3) any court 
proceeding that may involve the document, and 4) 
any copies requested by members of the public 
pursuant to the Public Records Act or other legal 
proceeding. 
 
If the discharger or its contractor claims any 
copyright or other protection, the submittal must 
include a notice, and the notice will accompany all 
documents copied for the reasons stated above. If 
copyright protection for a submitted document is 
claimed, failure to expressly grant permission for 
the copying stated above will render the document 
unusable for the Regional Board's purposes, and 
will result in the document being returned to the 
discharger as if the task had not been completed. 
 
If I have more questions, who do I ask? 

Requirements for technical reports normally 
indicate the name, telephone number, and email 
address of the regional water board staff person 
involved at the end of the letter. 
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CALIFORNIA WATER CODE 
 
§ 13301. Cease and Desist Order. 
When a regional board finds that a discharge of waste is taking place, or 
threatening to take place, in violation of requirements or discharge prohibitions 
prescribed by the regional board or the state board, the board may issue an 
order to cease and desist and direct that those persons not complying with the 
requirements or discharge prohibitions (a) comply forthwith, (b) comply in 
accordance with a time schedule set by the board, or (c) in the event of a 
threatened violation, take appropriate remedial or preventive action. In the event 
of an existing or threatened violation of waste discharge requirements in the 
operation of a community sewer system, cease and desist orders may restrict or 
prohibit the volume, type, or concentration of waste that might be added to that 
system by dischargers who did not discharge into the system prior to the 
issuance of the cease and desist order. Cease and desist orders may be issued 
directly by a board, after notice and hearing. 
 
CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 
TITLE 23 
DIVISION 3 
CHAPTER 9.1 
 
§ 2243. Time Schedules. 
 
(a) A time schedule should always be included in a cease and desist order 
unless there is a lack of information upon which to base a schedule in which case 
the discharger should be instructed to comply forthwith. “Forthwith” means as 
soon as is reasonably possible. 
 
(b) Time schedules should be periodically reviewed and updated to assure 
compliance at the earliest possible date. 
 
§ 2244. Prohibitions or Restrictions on Additional Discharges to 
Community Sewer Systems. 
 
(a) The purpose of prohibitions or restrictions on additional discharges is to 
prevent an increase in violation or likelihood of violation of waste discharge 
requirements during a period of violation or threatened violation of requirements 
and thereby prevent an increase in unreasonable impairment of water quality or 
an increase in nuisance. 
 
(b) Prohibitions or appropriate restrictions on additional discharges should be 
included in a cease and desist order if the further addition in volume, type, or 
concentration of waste entering the sewer system would cause an increase in 
violation of waste discharge requirements or increase the likelihood of violation of 
requirements. 
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(c) Additional discharges should not be restricted or prohibited when violation of 
requirements can be immediately corrected. 
 
(d) Prohibitions or restrictions are not to be used as a punitive measure for past 
failure to comply. 
 
(e) Prohibitions or restrictions, when adopted, should include but not be limited to 
new residential, commercial, industrial, and/or governmental connections as 
deemed appropriate. 
 
(f) Upon adoption of any cease and desist order which contains a prohibition or 
restriction on additional discharges, the regional board shall send written 
notification to all appropriate local agencies. 
 
§ 2244.1. Exclusions from Prohibitions and Restrictions on Additional 
Discharges to Community Sewer Systems. 

(a) Orders prohibiting or restricting additional discharges should expressly 
exclude structures with building permits already issued at the time the notice of 
the cease and desist hearing to consider the proposed prohibition or restriction 
was given unless special circumstances justify inclusion of such structures. 
 
Where the governmental entity with jurisdiction normally does not issue a 
document called a “building permit” but uses another term to refer to the 
document which constitutes its final approval of construction, an order prohibiting 
or restricting additional discharges should expressly exclude such structure if this 
document has been issued. In the event a structure does not normally require a 
building permit (e.g., where a government building is exempted from the permit 
process) an order prohibiting or restricting additional discharges should expressly 
exclude such structures if construction has commenced. 
 
(b) The following should also be excluded from prohibitions and restrictions: 
 
(1) Discharges from existing dwellings not connected to the sewer system which 
have methods of waste disposal which are causing more severe water quality 
problems than those caused by the community sewer system.  
 
(2) Discharges which, by reason of special circumstances, if not allowed to 
connect to the community sewer system would result in extreme public hardship 
or a public health hazard. This is not intended to mean that economic loss to a 
community as a whole or to any public agency or private person within the 
community is by itself cause for not prohibiting additional connections because 
such loss is the rule rather than the exception and cannot outweigh the need to 
prevent an increase in water quality impairment which is the basic reason for the 
prohibition.  
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§ 2244.2. Means of Obtaining Exclusions Provided for by Section 2244.1(b). 

(a) Persons wishing to obtain an exclusion from a prohibition or restriction as 
provided for in Section 2244.1(b) shall make such request, in writing, to the 
regional board. 
 
(b) A request for exclusion under Section 2244.1(b) may be made by any person 
or public agency. 
 
(c) The board or the executive officer shall act promptly upon all requests for an 
exclusion and in any event within sixty (60) days of its receipt. 
 
(d) Exclusions may be determined by the executive officer under an appropriate 
delegation order adopted by the regional board pursuant to Water Code Section 
13223. 
 
§ 2244.3. Removal of Prohibitions and Restrictions on Additional 
Discharges to Community Sewer Systems. 

 (a) Prohibitions or restrictions on additional discharges shall not be removed 
until the violations of requirements which were the basis for imposing the 
prohibitions or restrictions have ceased and consistent compliance with those 
requirements has been achieved. 
 
(b) As an exception to (a), prohibitions or restrictions on additional discharges 
may be removed, at the discretion of the Board, if the Board finds (1) that 
consistent compliance with requirements can be achieved only by construction of 
a facility which will take a substantial period of time to complete, and (2) that the 
discharger has the capacity, authority, and financial resources to complete the 
corrective measures necessary to achieve compliance and is currently 
proceeding with such corrective measures, and (3) that the corrective measures 
necessary to achieve compliance with requirements will be completed and 
placed into operation by the discharger in the shortest practicable time, and (4) 
that all practicable interim repairs and improvements to the treatment process of 
the discharges which can be made have been made, and (5) that during the 
interim period of time until compliance with requirements can be fully achieved 
the treatment process of the discharges will be so managed, operated, 
maintained and repaired as to reduce to a minimum the violations which resulted 
in the imposition of the prohibitions or restrictions, and that such minimum 
violations for the interim period of time involved will not significantly impair water 
quality or beneficial uses. 
 
(c) Prohibitions or restrictions, if removed under subsection (b) hereof, shall be 
reimposed if the Board finds that the discharger is in violation of any of the 
conditions of subsection (b) hereof prior to the time that consistent compliance 
with requirements has been achieved. 
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(d) Removal of the prohibition or restriction may be total or by volume, type, or 
concentration of waste as improvements to the treatment and disposal facilities 
are placed in operation. 
 
§ 2245. Immediate Corrective Measures. 

 (a) Each discharger should be expected to construct emergency facilities or 
modify existing plant operation to achieve rapid compliance. 
 
(b) Emergency facilities which should be constructed immediately include 
chemical treatment, additional disinfection, ponding with or without aeration, 
receiving water mixing, aeration, and any other steps which can be immediately 
implemented. 
 
(c) Extra cost of such facilities is not a reasonable excuse for failure to construct 
them. 
 
(d) If necessary emergency facilities are not immediately provided, the board 
should consider further action against the discharger. 
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