
 
 

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 
LAHONTAN REGION 

 
MEETING OF JANUARY 16 AND 17, 2013 

BARSTOW, CA 
ITEM:    12 
 
SUBJECT: RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS SOUTHERN LAHONTAN 

REGION, PART 2 
 
CHRONOLOGY:  2002 California Senate Bill 1078 (Chapter 516, Statutes of 

year 2002) establishes California’s Renewable 
Portfolio Standards.   

 
    2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act – federal 

loan guarantee for renewable energy projects with 
permits in-place and “shovel ready” by December 31, 
2010. 

 
    2011 California Senate Bill 2 (Chapter 1, Statutes of year 

2011) requires energy providers to acquire at least 33 
percent of their energy from renewable resources by 
2020.  

 
DISCUSSION:  At Board member request, Water Board staff will present the 

second part of a two-part presentation regarding permitting 
renewable energy projects in the Lahontan Region.  Staff presented 
Part 1 at the September 2012 Board Meeting in Barstow.  That 
presentation focused on thermal solar projects in the region and 
Water Board coordination with the California Energy Commission. 
In Part 2, staff will describe wind and photovoltaic renewable 
energy projects, their distribution throughout the region and the 
water quality challenges they present such as hydromodification 
and changes to wildlife habitat.  The potential water quality and 
beneficial use impacts from these projects require effective 
planning, design and implementation of water quality controls.  Staff 
will share some examples of Water Board influence on project 
design and implementation to improve water quality and beneficial 
use protection. Staff will present some recommendations, including 
improved interagency coordination to effectively leverage biological 
assessment skills to support improved project mitigation and ideas 
to better manage or increase staff resources to address ongoing 
and future project permitting and regulatory oversight. Board 
member discussion on the presentation is encouraged.    

 
RECOMMENDATION: This is an informational item only.  Water Board members may 

provide direction to staff. 
 
ENCLOSURE:  None. 
 


