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MEETING OF JUNE 18-19, 2014 

BISHOP 
 

ITEM: 7 
 
SUBJECT: OVERVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE  
 
DISCUSSION: Environmental justice (or EJ) is defined in statute as “the fair treatment 

of all races, cultures, and incomes with respect to the development, 
adoption, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, 
regulations, and policies.”  (Gov. Code §65040.12.)  The California 
Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) has stated its commitment 
and obligation to see that its Boards, Departments and Offices respond 
to the state’s environmental challenges fairly and in a way that protects 
the rights of all Californians.  Fundamental principles of environmental 
justice require that our policies, programs, and actions are designed to 
ensure that every community in our Region has a safe, healthy 
environment, and that all segments of society have an opportunity to 
participate in our regulatory decisions and planning processes. 
Additionally, the California legislature enacted AB685, Human Right to 
Safe Water in 2012. This policy requires the Water Board to consider 
this right as part of its decisions (see Enclosure 5). 

 
In the vast Lahontan Region, stretching from the Oregon border 
through the Mojave Desert, our population is as diverse as the 
topography and environment.  Much of the Region is sparsely 
populated, and small, dispersed communities are typical.  The 
Region’s largest city, Lancaster, is only the 30th largest city in the state.  
The Region includes many Native American tribal communities and 
members, a large Hispanic or Latino population, and more than its 
share of economically disadvantaged communities and people.  
Enclosure 1 presents a list of nearly 50 economically disadvantaged 
communities in the Lahontan Region. 
 
The Water Board implements environmental justice in a number of 
ways.  First, our mission is to preserve, enhance, and restore the 
quality of California’s water resources for the benefit of present and 
future generations.  Protecting and restoring water quality benefits all 
people of the Region, including disadvantaged communities and 
visitors that use our waters.   
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The Water Board conducts its meetings in the areas most affected by 
its decisions to ease and encourage participation by community 
members, with items affecting the south typically heard in southern 
communities and affecting the north in northern communities.  The 
agenda announcements of all our meetings are now translated to 
Spanish, and both versions are available on our Internet web site 
(http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan/).  All the Water Board 
meeting materials and most information on conducting business with 
the Water Board is also available on the web.  Where Board items are 
of interest to a significant number of Spanish speakers, we have 
provided translation services at board meetings.  By having offices 
both in the north and south of the Region, in South Lake Tahoe and 
Victorville, access to staff of the Water Board is made easier, and we 
have an identified bilingual staff member in our Victorville office to 
assist Spanish speakers.   
 
The Water Board and its staff also implement environmental justice 
through support of Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) 
groups, participation in community advisory groups, support of Tribal 
water quality planning and restoration efforts (see Enclosure 2 for 
CalEPA Policy), support of watershed groups and environmental 
restoration, and through fair implementation of our enforcement 
program.  Highest among our enforcement and water quality 
implementation priorities are to ensure that residents have safe 
drinking water.  Many households in our small communities use 
individual domestic water wells that are vulnerable to pollution from 
waste discharges; protection of groundwater that supplies those wells 
is a primary function of the Water Board. In cases where pollution has 
affected domestic supplies, the Water Board requires responsible 
parties to provide replacement water.  
 
Water Board members and staff should consider environmental justice 
in all aspects of their work.  Fair treatment is not treating everyone 
equally, but treating everyone justly.  This requires consideration of 
how each aspect of the Water Board’s work and actions may be known 
and understood by the diverse population of the Region, that our 
actions are honorable and fair, and that we provide all affected persons 
opportunities to participate in the planning and decision making 
processes of the Board.   
 
The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment has a 
mapping tool that ranks the results of environmental pollution and other 
stressors, such as unemployment, by census tract that can be used to 
identify areas that can be targeted for programs and funding to 
address those stressors: http://www.oehha.ca.gov/ej/ces2.html 
(OEHHA CalEnviroScreen).  An example CalEnviroScreen map is 
included as Enclosure 3. 
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At the Water Board meeting, a series of presentations on 
environmental justice will be made: 
 

1. The State perspective – Gita Kapahi, State Water Board,  
Office of Public Participation 

2. The Lahontan Region perspective – Chuck Curtis,  
Lahontan Water Board 

3. Inyo-Mono IRWM tribal and disadvantaged communities  
project – Mark Drew, CalTrout/Inyo-Mono IRWM 

4. Mojave IRWM small water systems activities – Kirby Brill, 
Mojave Water Agency/Mojave IRWM 

 
Following the Board meeting, Water Board staff expect to report to the 
State Water Board the unique challenges of the Lahontan Region with 
respect to environmental justice, ensuring people have access to safe 
drinking water, and have the ability to protect water quality as they live, 
work and conduct business in the Region. 
 
Additional information on environmental justice may be accessed at 
these sites: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/outreach/educa
tion/justice.shtml (State Water Board environmental justice page also 
Enclosure 4) 
http://www.calepa.ca.gov/envjustice/ (CalEPA EJ page) 
http://www.epa.gov/compliance/environmentaljustice/ (USEPA EJ 
page) 
 

ENCLOSURE ITEM Bates Number
1 Disadvantaged Communities in the Lahontan 

Region 
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2 Working with California Indian Tribes 7-11 
3 CalEnviroScreen example results map 7-21 
4 Water Board Environmental Justice Program 7-25 
5 Human Right to Water – AB685  

Implementation Tool for State Agencies 
7-29 
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DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES IN THE LAHONTAN REGION 
 
 
(Census places with median household income (MHI) 80 percent or less of the statewide 
MHI.  Source: http://www.water.ca.gov/irwm/grants/resourceslinks.cfm, Map 1) 
 
 
Modoc County: 
Fort Bidwell, Lake City, Cedarville, Eagleville 
 
Lassen County: 
Spalding Tract, Susanville, Litchfield, Herlong, Doyle 
 
Nevada County: 
Floriston 
 
Placer County: 
Kings Beach, Carnelian Bay 
 
El Dorado County: 
South Lake Tahoe 
 
Alpine County: 
Alpine Village (Woodfords/Diamond Valley) 
 
Mono County: 
Topaz, Walker, McGee Creek, Aspen Springs (near Tom’s Place), Benton 
 
Inyo County: 
Dixon Lane-Meadow Creek (Bishop), Bishop, Wilkerson (Keough’s), Independence, Lone 
Pine, Keeler, Darwin, Furnace Creek, Pearsonville, Trona, Homewood Canyon (Trona), 
Valley Wells (Trona), Shoshone, Tecopa 
 
Kern County: 
Inyokern, China Lake Acres (Inyokern), Randsburg, Johannesburg, California City, North 
Edwards, Boron, Mojave 
 
San Bernardino County: 
Searles Valley, Adelanto, Pinon Hills, Hesperia, Lenwood, Barstow, Baker 
 
Los Angeles County: 
Lake Los Angeles 
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ENCLOSURE 2 
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ENCLOSURE 3 
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ENCLOSURE 4 
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ENCLOSURE 5 
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