
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Water Board Members 

FROM: rl«&i/A~ 
Acting Executive·~~icer 

~ EoMu~o G BROWN J R. 
~GOYEANOit 

LAHONTAN REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 

DATE: JUL'3 1 2013 

SUBJECT: EXEMPTION TO THE 100-YEAR FLOOD PLAIN PROHIBITION WITHIN 
THE TRUCKEE RIVER HYDROLOGIC UNIT FOR THE BULL 
DRIVEWAY AND BRIDGE RELOCATION PROJECT, PLACER 
COUNTY 

In ten days, I intend to sign the enclosed Notice of Appl icability granting an exemption to 
the above-cited discharge prohibition specified in the Water Quality Control Plan for the 
Lahontan Region (Basin Plan)'. The exemption will allow the Project proponent to 
relocate and replace an existing deteriorating bridge across Deer Creek and realign the 
approach road to the bridge. 

The Project meets requirements for an exemption to the discharge prohibition. A public 
notice soliciting comments on the proposed Project will be posted on the Water Board's 
website for 1 0 days. 

Please contact me at (530) 542-5412, or Dale Payne, Environmental Scientist, at 
(530) 542-5464, if you have any questions or comments regarding this matter. 

Enclosure: Draft Notice of Applicability 

DYP/adwfT:/ Bull Driveway and Bridge Relocation Project Board Notice_6A291302004.docx 

P ETER C. P UMPHREY, CHAIR I P ATTY Z. K OUYOUMOJIAN , EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

2501 Lake Tahoe Blvd .. So. Lake Tahoe. CA 96150 I www.waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan 

0 RECYCLED PAPER 
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2. The required annual fee (as specified in the annual billing you will receive from the 
State Water Resources Control Board) shall be submitted until the Notice of 
Applicability is officially revoked. Revocation procedures are specified in Section 
IV.C. of the General Permit. 

 
3. Failure to abide by the conditions of the General Permit could result in an 

enforcement action as authorized by provisions of the Porter-Cologne Water Quality 
Control Act. 

 
WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN WASTE DISCHARGE PROHIBITION 
 
The Water Quality Control Plan for the Lahontan Region (Basin Plan) specifies the 
following waste discharge prohibition in Chapter 4 that applies to the Truckee River 
Hydrologic Unit (HU No. 635): 
 

“4(c) The discharge or threatened discharge, attributable to human activities, or 
solid or liquid waste materials, including soil, slit, clay, sand, and other organic 
and earthen materials to lands within the 100-year floodplain of the Truckee 
River or any tributary to the Truckee River is prohibited.”  

 
The Project involves the threatened discharge of earthen materials to Deer Creek, a 
tributary to the Truckee River, that could violate the above-cited prohibition.  
 
100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN WASTE DISCHARGE PROHIBITION EXEMPTION 
 
In accordance with provisions in the Basin Plan, the Water Board may grant exemptions 
to prohibition 4(c), above, for the repair or replacement of existing structures, provided 
that the repair or replacement does not involve the loss of floodplain area or volume, 
and best management practices (BMPs) are incorporated to minimize soil erosion and 
surface runoff issues. The Project will replace an existing deteriorated bridge structure 
with a new bridge at the same site but in a different physical location along Deer Creek. 
The Project will relocate the bridge and new abutments at a higher elevation above the 
100-year floodplain which will provide greater water quality protection and reduce the 
bridge and roadway footprint, therefore minimizing floodplain impacts. The existing 
bridge will be removed and previously impacted floodplain areas at the existing bridge 
and approaches will be restored to a natural state. The Project will enhance floodplain 
volume, provide stormwater runoff protection, and restore disturbed areas with 
revegetation. All work will occur outside of the ordinary high water mark of Deer Creek. 
The Project meets the criteria for granting an exemption.  
 
EXEMPTION AUTHORITY 
 
In accordance with Resolution No. R6T-2008-0031, the Water Board has delegated 
authority to the Executive Officer to grant exemptions to prohibition 4(c) where the 
Executive Officer has the authority to authorize the project under an existing general 
permit and the Project is a repair or replacement of existing facilities.  
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EXEMPTION GRANTED 
 
The Project will be regulated under a Small Construction General Permit  
(R6T-2003-0004), and will replace an existing bridge and driveway. The Project is 
hereby granted an exemption to the above-cited waste discharge prohibition.  
 
Except in emergency situations, the Executive Officer shall notify the Water Board and 
interested members of the public of the intent to issue an exemption at least ten (10) 
days before the exemption is issued. A notice of exemption will also be posted on the 
Water Board website and distributed through an interested persons mailing list, allowing 
at least ten (10) days for any comments to be submitted.  
 
AMENDMENT TO MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM R6T-2003-0004 
 
With this NOA, I am amending Monitoring and Reporting Program R6T-2003-0004 of 
the General Permit to include additional monitoring and reporting requirements pursuant 
to California Water Code section 13267. This revised order for technical report submittal 
is necessary to verify compliance with the proposed restoration and monitoring as 
provided in your application materials.  
 
By June 1 of each year, beginning June 1, 2014, the Applicant must submit to the 
Water Board an annual report describing and documenting the implementation and 
success of revegetation and/or other efforts associated with restoration at the Project 
site. The reports must describe the restoration activities completed since June 1 of the 
prior year, until the final success criteria have been met as determined by the Executive 
Officer. Each report must compare the restoration activities to the success criteria 
specified in the restoration and monitoring plan as provided in your application 
materials, and provide corrective actions, if needed, and a timeline for completion.   
 
If you have any questions regarding permit requirements, please contact Dale Payne, 
Environmental Scientist, at (530) 542-5464 (dpayne@waterboards.ca.gov), or Alan 
Miller, Chief, North Basin Regulatory Unit, at (530) 542-5430 
(AEMiller@waterboards.ca.gov). Please use the above-referenced WDID and Board 
Order numbers in any future communications regarding this Project. 
 
 
 
 
LAURI KEMPER, P.E. 
ACTING EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
cc: Gary Davis Group  
 
DYP/adw/T: Bull Driveway and Bridge Relocation Project NOA_FPE 7_26_13.docx 
File Under: Bull Driveway and Bridge Relocation Project / WDID No. 6A291302004 / Board Order No. R6T-2003-0004-202 
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