
 
 
 

 

 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 

TO:  Water Board Members 
 
 
 
FROM: Patty Z. Kouyoumdjian 
  Executive Officer 
  LAHONTAN REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 
 
DATE: July 17, 2015 
 
SUBJECT: EXEMPTION TO PROHIBITIONS WITHIN THE TRUCKEE RIVER 

HYDROLOGIC UNIT FOR THE TAHOE RESOURCE CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT’S AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES PLANT CONTROL 
PROJECT, PLACER COUNTY 

 
In ten days, I intend to sign the enclosed Order granting an exemption to the above-
cited discharge prohibition specified in the Water Quality Control Plan for the Lahontan 
Region (Basin Plan). The exemption will allow the project proponent to minimize the 
potential for AIS plants to spread throughout the Truckee River watershed. 
 
The project meets requirements for an exemption to the discharge prohibition. A public 
notice soliciting comments on the proposed Project will be posted on the Water Board’s 
website for 10 days.  
 
Enclosures: Draft Prohibition Exemption: TRCD Truckee River AIS Plant Control 

Project 
 
MFW/dk/T: TRCD_TruckeeRiver_AIS_Exemption Bd Notice_07.2015 
File Under: ECM- ECM-NPS. Voluntary compliance and investigations_project plans 



 
 
 

 

July 17, 2015 
 
Molly Hurt 
Tahoe Resource Conservation District 
870 Emerald Bay Rd, Ste 108 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 
 
EXEMPTION TO THE WASTE DISCHARGE PROHIBITION WITHIN THE TRUCKEE 
RIVER HYDROLOGIC UNIT, TRUCKEE RIVER AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES 
PLANT CONTROL PROJECT, PLACER COUNTY  
 
The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region (Water Board) 
has received information from the Tahoe Resource Conservation District (TRCD) to 
support granting an exemption to a waste discharge prohibition in the Water Board’s 
Water Quality Control Plan for the Lahontan Region (Basin Plan) for a proposed aquatic 
invasive species plant removal project within the Truckee River watershed. This Project 
involves placement of bottom barriers, diver-assisted suction dredging, and hand pulling 
to remove aquatic invasive plant species.  
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION  
The purpose of the proposed Project is to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive plants 
in the Truckee River watershed where AIS plants (i.e., Eurasian watermilfoil or EWM) 
are already established in the stream channel and impeding clarity and recreation.  
The Project will be implemented along an approximately three-mile section of the 
Truckee River from the dam at Lake Tahoe in Tahoe City to River Ranch restaurant at 
Alpine Meadows Road. 
 
The average width of the river along this three-mile segment is 40 feet along so the 
entire project area is an estimated 14.5 acres. Based on a survey conducted in 2014, 
the project area has 15-30% infestation coverage of EWM. Therefore, it is estimated 
that 4.5 acres of the project area is infested with EWM. TRCD intends to treat the entire 
infestation over 2-3 seasons. Timing of the seasonal work will depend on rafting, 
recreation, and water levels and AIS removal will span from June through October. 
  
Work will begin near Tahoe City, the most upstream location of aquatic weed 
infestation, and proceed downstream. Depending on the location of project activity, 
crews will deploy their equipment from public access points or the bike trail that runs 
near the river. Removal of AIS plants will be accomplished by diver-assisted hand 
removal and removal by trained volunteers. During low water years bottom barriers will 
also be used since this method allows treatment of a larger area in a controlled amount 
of time (8-12 weeks). 
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CEQA COMPLIANCE 
Water Board staff has determined that the Project will not have a significant impact and 
is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The 
applicable exemption is found in the California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 
15333 – Small Habitat Restoration Projects not to exceed five acres in size. A Notice of 
Exemption will be filed with the State Clearinghouse concurrently with issuing this 
prohibition exemption.  
 
BASIN PLAN DISCHARGE PROHIBITION 
In 2014, Lahontan Water Board made revisions to amend the Basin Plan for the 
purpose of clarification. The following discharge prohibition and exemption criteria apply 
to this Project due to discharges within the active channel of the Truckee River. 
 
“The discharge, attributable to human activities, of any waste or deleterious material to 
surface waters of the Truckee River HU or Little Truckee River HU is prohibited.” 

 
The Water Board may grant an exemption to this prohibition when the Water Board 
finds that all of the following criteria are met: 
 
a) The discharge of waste will not, individually or collectively, directly or indirectly, 

adversely affect beneficial uses 
 
The purpose of the Project is to improve water quality and native aquatic 
communities by removing infestations of EWM that are dominating portions of the 
Project area. The Project utilizes low impact methods to remove aquatic invasive 
plant species from the streambed and floodplain of the Truckee River. The Project is 
intended to have a net gain in beneficial uses; and therefore, will not individually or 
collectively, directly or indirectly, adversely affect beneficial uses.  
 

b) There is no reasonable alternative to the waste discharge 
 

The purpose of the Project is to remove AIS plant species that have established in 
the Truckee River, which will minimize the potential for AIS plants to spread 
throughout the Truckee River watershed. The Project is considered a habitat 
restoration project eligible for a prohibition exemption. There are no reasonable 
alternatives that would reduce the extent of encroachment within the river itself 
because the Project, by its very nature, must be located in this wet environment 
since this is the targeted cleanup area (the river reach) that has become infested. 
The AIS plants that are present in the project area are susceptible to spread if left in 
place. 

 
c) All applicable and practicable control and mitigation measures have been 

incorporated to minimize potential adverse impacts to water quality and beneficial 
uses. 
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Qualified snorkel crews are used for the diver-assisted suction dredging method. 
Hand removal will be completed by volunteers who are trained on how to identify 
invasive plant species through partnering with the League to Save Lake Tahoe’s 
Eyes on the Lake Program and the Truckee River Watershed Council’s Truckee 
River Days.  

 

To minimize impacts caused by loose and floating plant fragments or excessive 
turbidity, silt fencing or something similar will be used to prevent movement 
downstream during suction removal and installation and removal of barriers. 
Turbidity will be monitored before, during, and after project activities (diver-assisted 
suction dredging, hand-pulling, and installing and removing bottom barriers). 
Turbidity will be monitored before, during, and after removal methods (diver-assisted 
suction dredging, hand-pulling, and installing and removing bottom barriers). During 
suction dredging,  which is known to create the most noticeable turbidity of the three 
removal methods based on monitoring of similar projects, turbidity  will be monitored 
with a portable turbidimeter on a regular basis between 30-60 minute intervals or if 
noticeable increases in turbidity are visually observed. Activity will cease if turbidity 
is measured greater than 3 NTU (Nephelometric Turbidity Units), and not allowed to 
continue until turbidity is measured below 3 NTU. 
 
Hand pulled fragments escaping the diver-assisted collection method will be 
removed by hand, net, or vacuum hose as reasonably practical before the close of 
each day. Plant material will be stored in bins and disposed of off-site. 
 
The TRCD has prepared a general Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point 
(HACCP) Plan that will be adapted for the Project. Any equipment will be inspected 
and decontaminated prior to use on the river (boots, kayaks, small suction hose, 
hand tools, etc). 
 
Since the Project takes place along a highly visible reach of the Truckee River, the 
TRCD will conduct outreach for the Project by engaging the general public, 
stakeholders, and funders of the Project.  

 
EXEMPTION GRANTED 
Water Board staff has notified the Applicant and interested parties of its intent to adopt 
this prohibition exemption by posting a notice of the Project on its website and sending 
notices through its email notification system (lyris list). The TRCD has incorporated 
appropriate control measures into the Project. Water Board staff has determined that 
the Project satisfies the exemption criteria listed above. Therefore, an exemption to the 
Basin Plan prohibition cited above is hereby granted. 
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Please contact Mary Fiore-Wagner at mary.fiore-wagner@waterboards.ca.gov  or  
(530) 542-5425 if you have questions. 
 
 
 
PATTY Z. KOUYOUMDJIAN  
EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
 
 
cc: Nicole Cartwright, Tahoe Resource Conservation District ()  
 
 
MFW/dk/T: TRCD-Truckee River AIS Plant Control _07.2015 
File Under: ECM-NPS. Voluntary compliance and investigations_project plans  
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