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July 26, 2013 

 

Via U.S. Mail and Email: Lisa.scoralle@waterboards.ca.gov  

 

Ms. Lisa Scoralle 

Regional Water Quality Control Board 

Lahontan Region 

2501 Lake Tahoe Blvd. 

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 

 

Re:  Arimol CAO Comments 

Request for Comments – Proposed Cleanup and Abatement Order, 

Arimol Group, Inc. and Meadowbrook Cedar, Inc., Lake Arrowhead, 

San Bernardino County, WDID No. 6B36C363433 

 

Dear Ms. Scoralle: 

 

On behalf of the Save Our Forest Association (SOFA), the San Bernardino 

Mountains Group of the Sierra Club (Sierra Club), and Citizens of Crest Park (together, 

“SOFA et al.”), we write in support of the proposed Cleanup and Abatement Order 

requiring Arimol Group, Inc. and Meadowbrook Cedar, Inc. to restore surface waters 

damaged by unpermitted fill activities during the expansion of the Serenity Lodge alcohol 

and drug treatment facility in the Crest Park community of Lake Arrowhead.  SOFA is a 

California non-profit corporation that since 1987 has fought on behalf of thousands of 

mountain residents to preserve the unique mountain quality of life and sought to prevent 

the type of watershed damage that occurred during the Serenity Lodge expansion.  Since 

1892, the Sierra Club has advocated to protect America’s wild creatures and places, 

including those in the San Bernardino Mountains.  The Citizens of Crest Park organized to 

protect the quality of life in Crest Park and the surrounding mountain communities that are 

affected by the Serenity Lodge facility.   

 

SOFA et al. have monitored the expansion of the Serenity Lodge facility and its 

unpermitted damage to surface waters, water quality, and wildlife habitat.  Throughout 

the Serenity Lodge expansion, SOFA et al. advocated for treatment of the multi-parcel 

expansion as a single project for purposes of local permitting and environmental review, 

without success.  Accordingly, SOFA et al. were heartened by the Regional Board’s 

approval of Administrative Civil Liability Order No. R6V-2013-0007 in January of this 

year, which assessed civil penalties for the facility’s violations of the Water Code and the 
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Clean Water Act on three parcels of land.  The Order specifically found, “All of the 

disturbance was done by a common owner on contiguous properties as part of the expansion 

of the Serenity Lodge development.”  SOFA, the Sierra Club, and Citizens of Crest Park 

appreciate the Regional Board’s holistic and accurate treatment of the Serenity Lodge 

expansion project, as well as its continuing efforts to restore the onsite watercourses though 

the proposed Cleanup and Abatement Order.    

  

  At this time, SOFA et al. wish to notify the Board of recent changes to the 

Serenity Lodge’s ownership and management that may impact the enforceability of the 

Cleanup and Abatement Order.  In November 2012, Serenity Lodge, Inc. was acquired by 

Rock Ridge Resources, Inc. in November 2012.  (Attachment A, Press Release from 

Rock Ridge Resources.)  KC Hollmer, President of Serenity Lodge, Inc., has been 

appointed President and Chairman of Rock Ridge Resources.  (Ibid.)  Additionally, as of 

April 4, 2013, Rock Ridge Resources, Inc. is named as the Department of Alcohol and Drug 

Programs licensee for the Serenity Lodge facility.  For these reasons, SOFA et al would also 

support revising the proposed Order to add Rock Ridge Resources, Inc. as a named 

discharger, along with Arimol Group, Inc. and Meadowbrook Cedar, Inc.   

 

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment on this important Cleanup and 

Abatement Order.  SOFA, the Sierra Club, and Citizens for Crest Park support the 

Regional Board’s efforts to bring the Serenity Lodge facility into compliance.  We 

request notice of any future proceedings regarding this matter.      

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

                                                         

Douglas P. Carstens 

Michelle N. Black, 

 

 

Attachment A: Press Release, Rock Ridge Resources, Inc. 
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