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ADMINISTRATIVE CIVIL LIABILITY COMPLAINT NO. R6T·2009·0047 

TAHOE TOM'S GAS STATION, 4029 LAKE TAHOE BOULEVARD, SOUTH LAKE 
TAHOE, EL DORADO COUNTY 

Enclosed please find Administrative Civil Liability Complaint (Complaint) No. R6T-200!3­
0047 against Mr. Mohammad Ahmad and the Thomas E. Erickson Trust (together 
"Dischargers") for failure to comply with requirements of Cleanup and Abatement OrdElr 
No. R6T-2007-0038. The Complaint recommends the Water Board impose a civil 
liability of $248,400 for these violations. 

Waiver of Hearing 

Pursuant to Water Code section 13323, the Water Board will hold a hearing on the 
Complaint no later than 90 days after it is served. The Dischargers may elect to waive 
their right to a hearing before the Water Board and agree to pay the proposed liability. 
Waiver of the hearing constitutes admission of the validity of the allegations of violation 
in the Complaint and acceptance of the assessment of civil liability in the amount of 
$248,400 as set forth in the Complaint. If the Dischargers wish to exercise this option, 
it must complete the following: 

1.	 By 5:00 p.m., August 27,2009, an authorized agent must sign the enclosed 
waiver and submit it to the Water Board, along with cashier's checks in the 
amount of $119,900 made payable to the "State Water Pollution Cleanup and 
Abatement Account" and $128,500 made payable to the "State Waste Discharge 
Permit Fund"; 

2.	 By September 1, 2009, the Dischargers must publish the enclosed public notice 
in the Tahoe Daily Tribune; and 
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Mohammad Ahmad - 2 ­
Thomas E. Erickson Trust 

3	 By 5:00 p.m., September 4, 2009, the Dischargers must submit verification to 
the Water Board that the enclosed public notice has been published. 

Please note that the Dischargers' waiver and agreement to pay the proposed liability 
constitutes a proposed settlement that will not become final until after a 30-day 
public comment period, as provided by the State Water Resources Control Board 
Water Quality Enforcement Policy (version dated February 12, 2002). As described 
in the enclosed waiver, Water Board staff may withdraw the Complaint, return 
payment and issue a new complaint should new information be received during the 
comment period. If no information is received which causes Water Board staff to 
withdraw the Complaint, the settlement will be brought before the full Water Board 
for approval at a future meeting. The settlement will not be effective until 
approved by the Water Board. 

Public	 Hearing 

Alternatively, if the Dischargers elect to proceed to a public hearing, a hearing is 
tentatively scheduled to be held at the Water Board meeting on October 14-15, 2009. 
The meeting is scheduled to convene at a time and location as announced in the Water 
Board meeting agenda. The agenda will be issued at least ten days before the meeting 
and will be posted on the Water Board web page at http://waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan 
At that time, the Water Board Will accept testimony and public comment and decide 
whether to affirm, reject, or modify the proposed liability, or whether to refer the matter 
for judicial civil action. 

Please contact State Water Resources Control Board Office of Enforcement Attorney 
David Boyers at (916) 341-5276 or Ms. Lisa Dernbach at (530) 542-5424 or via e-mail 
at Idernbach waterboards.ca. ov if you have any questions concerning this matter. 

~ 
Chu k Curtis, Supervising Engineer 
Cleanup and Enforcement Division 

Enclosures: 1. Complaint No. R6T-2009-0047 
2. Waiver of Public Hearing Form 
3. Public Notice of Waiver 

cc:	 Harold J. Singer, Executive OfficerIWater Board 
David Boyers, Senior Staff CounseI/SWRCB, Enforcement 
David Coupe. Staff Counsel/SWRCB 
Tahoe Tom mailing list 

LSD/clhT: Tahoe Tom ACL Complaint Transmittal Let 7-21-09
 
[File: UGT, EI Dorado County. 6T0297AJ
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David Coupe 
Office of Chief Counsel 
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P.O. Box 100
 
Sacramento, CA 95812-0100
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Office of Enforcement 
P. O. Box 100
 
Sacramento, CA 95812-0100
 

SWRCB, Div. of Water Quality 
UST Cleanup Fund 
P.O. Box 100
 
Sacramento, CA 95812-0100
 

Mike Plaziak
 
Lahontan Water Board
 
14440 Civic Center Dr., Ste. 200
 
Victorville, CA 92392
 

Harold J. Singer
 
Lahontan Water Board
 
2501 Lake Tahoe Blvd.
 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
 
REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
 

LAHONTAN REGION
 

In the Matter of Mohammad Ahmad and ) COMPLAINT NO. 
The Thomas E. Erickson Trust: Violation of ) R6T-2009-0047 
Cleanup and Abatement Order (CAO) ) FOR ADMINISTRATIVE 
No. R6T-2007-0038, 4029 Lake Tahoe ) CIVIL LIABILITY 
Boulevard, South Lake Tahoe, EI Dorado County 

MOHAMMAD AHMAD AND THE THOMAS E. ERICKSON TRUST, YOU ARE 
HEREBY GIVEN NOTICE THAT: 

1.	 You are charged with violating provisions of law and regulations for which the 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region (Water Board) 
may impose administrative civil liability pursuant to Water Code section 13350, 
subdivision (a)(1) and Water Code section 13268, subdivision (a)(1) . 

2.	 Unless waived, a hearing on this matter will be held before the Water Board within 
90 days following the issuance of this Complaint: Mohammad Ahmad and The 
Thomas E. Erickson Trust, or their representatives, will have an opportunity to 
address and contest the allegations in this Complaint and the imposition of civil 
liability by the Water'Board. 

3.	 At the hearing, the Water Board will consider whether to affirm, reject, or modify 
(either increase or decrease) the proposed civil liability, or whether to refer the 
matter to the Attorney General for assessment of judicial civil liability. 

ALLEGATIONS 

4.	 The Tahoe Tom's Gas Station ("Facility") is located at 4029 Lake Tahoe Boulevard 
in the Cily of South Lake Tahoe, EI Dorado County, as shown in Attachment A of 
this Complaint: 

5.	 The Thomas E. Erickson Trust was the property owner of the Facility, on record with 
EI Dorado County in 2007, with Mr. Thomas E. Erickson listed as the agent for 
service of process. Mohammad Ahmad is the operator of the underground storage 
tanks at Ihe Facility, according 10 EI Dorado County Department of Environmental 
Management: Bolh Mohammad Ahmad and The Thomas E. Erickson Trust are 
identified in CAO No. R6T-2007 -0038 as the parties responsible for complying with 
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the Order. For the purposes of this Complaint, these two parties will be hereinafter 
referred to as the "Dischargers." 

6.	 Thomas E. Erickson and other parties were the subject of CAO No 6-98-42 issued 
in 1998 and amendments issued in 1999 and 2000 for petroleum releases at the 
Facility adversely affecting groundwater quality and threatening water wells in the 
area. Between 1999 and 2007, Thomas E. Erickson and the other parties had a 
sporadic record of compliance with CAO 6-98-42A1 and the amendments. Five 
Notices of Violation were issued to the responsible parties for failing to continuously 
operate the remediation system and/or conduct quarterly groundwater monitoring 
and reporting. 

7.	 On October 11,2002, EI Dorado County Superior Court issued an Order of 
Stipulation against Thomas E. Erickson for failure to comply with directives in 
amended GAO No. 6-98-42A2. The Order required corrective action be immediately 
taken to come into compliance with directives in the amended GAO. Mr. Erickson 
implemented corrective actions and came into compliance with the amended GAO 
in November 2002. 

8.	 In July 2006, Mr. Erickson and the other parties ceased all corrective actions at the 
site; lack of funds was identified as the reason for the work stoppage. The Attorney 
General's Office, acting on behalf of the Water Board, requested copies of financial 
documents to support the claim of lack of funds. No financial documents were ever 
submitted. 

9.	 In December 2006, the Attorney General's Office filed a motion in EI Dorado County 
Superior Gourt to find Mr. Erickson in contempt of the 2002 Stipulated Order. The 
motion was approved on January 12,2007, and the court ordered JI;1r. Erickson to 
resume the operation of remediation systems at the site and groundwater 
monitoring activities. In February 2007, Mr. Erickson resumed operation of the 
remediation systems and conducted groundwater monitoring. 

10. The First Quarter 2007 Groundwater Monitoring Report contains results of 
monitoring wells sampled at the site during February 2007. The report shows 
petroleum hydrocarbons concentrations, with the exception of MTBE, increasing in 
groundwater compared to previous sampling events. The highest levels of 
hydrocarbons were detected in a water sample from recovery well RW-10: 

Benzene 2,600 }Jg/L 
Toluene 10,000 fJg/L 
Ethylbenzene 1,200 fJg/L 
Xylenes 9,400 I-lgfL 
Methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) 230 I-lg/L 

11. On June 11,2007, the Water Board Executive Officer issued an order to Mr. 
Erickson and Mr. Ahmad to submit a technical report documenting an investigation 
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of potential discharges of gasoline to groundwater at the Facility. The order stated 
that monitoring data in the First Quarter 2007 Groundwater Sampling Results 
Report shows petroleum hydrocarbons concentrations increasing in groundwater 
beneath the site. Such information was consistentwith a new release at the site. 
A technical report describing the investigation and results was due to the Water 
Board by July 11,2007. When a technical report was not received by the deadline, 
the Water Board Executive Officer issued a Notice of Violation, dated July 25, 
2007, to the same two parties. 

12. On September 14, 2007, the Water Board received a document, prepared by 
CalClean on behalf of Mr. Ahmad, describing a tracer test investigation undert.aken 
to determine the source of the additional petroleum discharge to groundwater. The 
report stated that three fill and turbine sumps and all four dispenser nozzles failed 
the tracer test. The results indicated that these areas were the source of releases 
at the site affecting water quality. The document stated that equipment failures 
would be corrected shortly. 

13. Based on water sample results listed in Finding NO.1 0 and the tracer test results 
listed in Finding No. 12, a new unauthorized release of petroleum hydrocarbons is 
indicated at the Facility. The indication of a new release is supported by the 
increase in concentration of volatile organic compounds by two or more orders of 
magnitude compared to water samples from 2005. The lack of increase in MTBE 
concentrations in water samples suggests that the release occurred after the 2003 
phase-out of MTBE in gasoline. 

14. On December 14, 2007, the Water Board Executive Officer issued CAO No. R6T­
2007-0038 to Mohammad Ahmad and The Thomas E. Erickson Trust for the 
unauthorized release of petroleum products to a drinking water aquifer (Attachment 
B). The CAO required the Dischargers to take the following cleanup actions: (1) 
report actions to stop the source of the release, (2) conduct groundwater 
monitoring and submit technical reports, (3) operate the on-site pump and treat 
system to contain plume migration, (4) investigate the extent 01 the discharge, and 
(5) propose clean up of contamination in soil and groundwater. Specifically, the 
CAO provided, in relevant part: 

"4. Corrective Actions for the Release. 

4.2 By January 3, 2008, submit a technical report to the Water Board 
describing corrective actions taken to stop the release at the Facility. 

4.3 Continue to operate the existing remediation systems (pump and treat 
system and soil vapor extraction system) until an alternate 
remediation system is proposed and implemented or it is determined 
by the Water Board ... that the operation of the remediation system is 
no longer necessary to address the problem. 
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5. Groundwater Monitoring and Reporting 

5.1.	 Beginning April 15, 2008, and every three months thereafter, submi1 
a technical report to the Water Board describing groundwater 
monitoring results for the prior quarter. 

6. Contaminant Investigation 

6.1. By February 1, 2008, submit a workplan to the Water Board that is 
designed to determine the lateral and vertical extent of petroleum 
hydrocarbons in soil and groundwater due to the release at the 
Facility. 

6.2. By February 22,2008, implement the site investigation workplan, as 
accepted by Water Board staff, for determining the extent of 
contamination in soil and groundwater. Notify the Water Board within 
one working day of implementing the investigation. 

6.3. By April 10, 2008, submit a technical report to the Water Board that 
describes the soil and groundwater investigation conducted at the site 
in accordance with the workplan accepted by Board staff. 

7. Corrective Action Plan (CAP) 

7.1.	 By May 6, 2008, submit a CAP to the Water Board to abate impacts 
to soil and groundwater from discharges at the Facility.' 

15.	 On February 2, 2008, the Water Board received a letter from Mr Erickson stating 
o that the remediation systems at the site had ceased operating due to inclement 

weather. The letter further stated that there were no funds available to fix the 
remediation systems and continue their operations. 

16.	 On February 26, 2008, the Water Board Executive Officer issued a Notice of 
Violation to the Dischargers for violation of the CAO (Attachment C). The Notice 
states that the Dischargers were in violation of two directives in the CAO. The 
Dischargers failed to comply with directive No. 4.2 .and submit a technical report 
describing corrective actions taken to stop the release at the Facility. The 
Dischargers also failed to comply with directive No. 6.1 and submit a workplan for 
determining the extent of petroleum contamination in soil and groundwater The 
Notice informed the Dischargers that continued violation of the CAO would result in 
enforcement actions against them. 

17.	 On April 8, 2008, the Water Board Executive Officer issued a Notice of Non­

Compliance to the Thomas E. Erickson Trust for violation of the CAO, amended
 
CAO No. 6-98-42A2 and the 2002 Stipulated Order (Attachment D). The Notice
 
states that the Dischargers were in violation of directive Nos. 4.2, 6.1, and 6.2 in
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the CAO for failure to.comply with corrective actions listed in Finding No. 15 and to' 
implement the investigation to determine the extent of contamination at the site. 
The Notice also informed The Thomas E. Erickson Trust that it was in violation of 
amended CAO 6-98-42A2 and the 2002 Stipulated Order since remediation 
systems ceased operating at the site in February 2008 and have not been turned 
back on. The Dischargers were warned that their non-compliance status would 
result in enforcement actions against them. A copy of the letter was sent to Mr. 
Ahmad. 

18. On May 23, 2008, the Water Board received the First Quarter 2008 Groundwater 
Monitoring Report. The Report was submitted 38 days past the April 15, 2008 
deadline listed in directive No. 5.2. The Report states that groundwater sampling 
was conducted on March 4, 2008 at seven of the eighteen monitoring locations 
listed in CAO I'lo. R6T-2007-0038. Eleven locations, including RW-10, could not 
be sampled due to snowpiles. The Report states that the well location having the 
greatest detectable levels of petroleum hydrocarbons W"lS vapor extraction well 
VE-13, next to the station building: 

Benzene 522 )Jg/L 
Toluene 2,920 )Jg/L 
Ethylbenzene 1,060 fJg/L 
Xylenes 6,700 fJg/L 
MTBE 46 )Jg/L 
Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (gas) 25,400 fJg/L 

19. On May 23, 2008, the Water Board received a facsimile from Gallardo and 
Associates on behalf of Mr. Ahmad, containing information about corrective actions 
taken to stop the release @t the Facility in October 2007. The document shows that 
Siunacker Construction repaired leaking nozzles, breakaway fittings, turbine risers, 
and vapor risers. The information was submitted to the Water Board 141 days past 
the January 3, 2008 deadline listed in directive No. 4.2 of CAO R6T-2007-0038. 

20. On September 16, 2008, the Water Board received a workplan to investigate the 
extent of soil and groundwater contamination from the new release. The workplan, 
submitted by LRM Consulting on behalf of the Dischargers, was received 228 days 
past the February 1, 2008 deadline. Water Board staff issued a September 23, 
2008 letter conditionally accepting tasks in the workplan. 

21. On September 30, 2008, the Water Board received the document, "3rd Quarter 
2008 Groundwater Monitoring Report." The Report, submitted by LRM Consulting, 
shows that up to 93 fJg/L MTBE was present in an off-site monitoring well and up to 
46,000 fJg/L TPH-gas and 2,200 fJg/L benzene are on-site near the tank basin. No 
groundwater monitoring report was received for second quarter 2008, due by July 
15,2008. . 
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22	 On October 17, 2008, Water Board staff received notification from UVIR Consulting 
that the remediation systems had been repaired and were operational beginning on 
October 16,2008. This information was verified by Water Board staff during a site 
visit. The remediation systems had been down since February 2, 2008, for a total 
of 255 days. Lack of plume containment during this time resulted in the detection 
of TPH-gas at levels above the secondary drinking water standard of 50 f,Jg/L in the 
domestic well at the Mark Twain Motel in September and December 2008. The 
domestic well is located at 947 Park Avenue, 600 feet in the downgradient flow 
direction from the Facility. 

23. On November 24, 2008, the Water Board electronically received the document, 
"Soil and Groundwater Investigation Letter Report (Report)," dated November 22, 
2008. The Report, by LRM Consulting, states that soil and groundwater samples 
were collected at the site beginning October 21, 2008. Sampling results show up 
to 395 f,Jg/L MTBE, 45,400 f,lg/L TPH-gas, and 476 f,lg/L benzene were detected in 
grab water samples from near the tank basin. In addition, up to 7,020 milligrams 
per kilograms (mg/kg) TPH-gas were detected in soil, on the north side of the tank 
basin, at 21 feet below ground surface. Investigation results confirmed the 
petroleum release at the sump and dispenser islands. The Report was received 
228 days past the April1 0, 2008 deadline. 

24. On December 19, 2008, the Water Board received the document, "4th Quarter 
2008 Groundwater Monitoring Report." The Report, by LRM Consulting, contained 
groundwater monitoring results from samples collected in December 2008. The 
Report was submitted in compliance with CAO R6T-2007-0038. 

25.	 On January 6, 2009, the Water Board electronically received the document,
 
"Corrective Action Plan (Plan)," dated December 31,2008. The Plan evaluates
 
potential remedial alternatives and provides a preferred alternative. Based on
 
monitoring and investigation results, the Plan recommends enhanced aerobic
 
bioremediation using oxygen diffuser technology. The Report was received 245
 
days past the May 6, 2008 deadline. Water Board staff accepted the Plan
 
recommendation in a letter dated February 26, 2009.
 

26. Violations -	 CAO No. R6T-2007-0038
 
As of November 30, 2008, the Dischargers have violated seven of nine CAO
 
directives, as discussed in further detail below:
 

Directive No. 4.2. - Dischargers did not submit a technical report, as required, 
until May 23, 2008,141 days past the deadline of January 3, 2008. This 
violation subjects the Dischargers to civil liability pursuant to Water Code section 
13268. 

Directive No 4.3. - Dischargers failed to continually operate the existing 
remediation systems until October 16, 2008, 257 days after ceasing operations 
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on February 2, 2008. This violation subjects the Dischargers to civil liability
 
pursuant to Water Code section 13350.
 

Directive No. 5.2. - Dischargers failed to submit quarterly monitoring reports by 
their respective deadlines on two occasions. The First Quarter 2008 monitoring 
report was not received until May 23, 2008, 38 days past the deadline of April 
15, 2008. The Second Quarter 2008 monitoring report, due by July 15, 2008, 
was never received. The violation continued until the Third Quarter 2008 
monitoring report was received on September 30,2008. There were 77 days of 
violation between July 15 and September 30,2008. The total number of days of 
violation pursuant to Directive 5.2 is 115. These violations subject the 
Dischargers to civil liability pursuant to Water Code section 13268. 

Directive No. 6.1. - Dischargers failed to submit a workplan proposing a site 
investigation to define the extent of soil and groundwater contamination from the 
new release until September 16, 2008, 228 days past the deadline of February 
1, 2008. This violation subjects the Dischargers to civil liability pursuant to Water 
Code section 13268. 

Directive No. 6.2. - Dischargers failed to implement the site investigation 
workplan, as required pursuant to Directive 6.2, until October 21, 2008, 242 days 
past the deadline of February 22,2008. This violation subjects the Dischargers 
to civil liability pursuant to Water Code section 13268. 

Directive No. 6.3. - Dischargers failed to submit the site investigation technical 
report required pursuant to Directive 6.3 until November 24, 2008, 228 days past 
the deadline of April 10, 2008. This violation subjects the Dischargers to civil 
liability pursuant to Water Code section·13268. 

Directive NO.7. - Dischargers failed to submit a CAP to abate impacts to soil and 
groundwater from discharges at the Facility until January 6, 2009, 245 days past 
the deadline of May 6, 2008. This violation subjects the Dischargers to civil 
liability pursuant to Water Code section 13268. 

27. Administrative Civil Liability Authority - Water Code Section 13350 

The Water Board may impose civil liability pursuant to Water Code section 13350, 
subdivision (a). Water Code section 13350, subdivision (a) states, in part: 

"Any person who (1) violates any cease and desist order or cleanup and 
abatement order hereafter issued, reissued, or amended by a regional board or 
the state board, .. , shall be liable civilly, and remedies may be proposed, in 
accordance with subdivision (d) or (e)." 

The Dischargers failed to conduct interim remediation to contain plume migration, 
as described by directive No. 4.3 and required pursuant to Water Code section 
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13304. The Water Board is therefore authorized to impose civil liabiiities pu rsuant 
to Water Code section 13350. 

28. Administrative Civil Liability Authority - Water Code Section 13268 

The Water Board may impose civil liability pursuant to Water Code section 13268, 
subdivision (a)(1). Water Code section 13268, subdivision (a)(1) states, in part: 

"Any person failing or refusing to furnish technical or monitoring program reports 
as required by subdivision (b) of Section 13267, ... , is guilty of a misdemeanor 
and may be liable civilly in accordance with subdivision (b)." 

The Dischargers failed to provide technical reports for describing actions to stop 
the source of the release, quarterly groundwater monitoring, investigating the 
extent of the discharge, and proposing clean-up of contamination in soil and 
groundwater, as described by directive Nos. 4 through 7 of the CAO and required 
pursuant to Water Code section 13267. The Water Board is therefore authorized 
to impose civil liabilities pursuant to Water Code section 13268. 

PROPOSED CIVIL LIABILITY 

29 ~ivil Liability - California Water Code 

Any person who violates any cleanup and abatement order shall be liable civilly, 
and remedies may be proposed. The Water Board may impose civil liability in an 
amount up to that specified by the Water Code. Section 13350, subdivision (e)(1) 
states, in part: 

"(e) The state board or a regional board may impose civil liability 
administratively pursuant to Article 2.5 (commencing with Section 13323) of 
Chapter 5 either on a daily basis or on a per gallon basis, but not both. 

(1) The civil liability on a daily basis may not exceed five thousand dollars 
($5,000) for each day the violation occurs. 

(A) When there is a discharge and a cleanup and abatement order is 
issued ... the civil liability shall not be less than five hundred dollars ($500) for 
each day in which the discharge occurs and for each day the cleanup and 
abatement order is violated." 

Any person failing or refusing to furnish technical or monitoring program reports as 
required of section 13267, is guilty of a misdemeanor and may be liable civilly in 
accordance with section 13268. Subdivision (b)( 1) states: 

U(b)(1) Civil liability may be administratively imposed by a regional board in 
accordance with Article 2.5 (commencing with Section 13323) of Chapter 5 
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.
 
for a violation of subdivisiorl (a) in an amount which shall not exceed one
 
thousand dollars ($1,000) for each day in which the violation occurs."
 

a.	 The Dischargers violated two requirements under directive NO.4 in CAO No. 
R6T-2007-0038. 

i.	 The maximum amount of civil liability for violation of directive No. 4.2 of 
the CAO under Water Code section 13268, subdivision (b)(1) is $141,000 
for 141 days of violation. This maximum administrative liability is based 
upon: 

(141 days of violation of directive No.4 .2) x ($1 ,OOO/day of violation) = 
$141,000 

II.	 The maximum amount of civil liability for violation of directive No. 4.3 of 
the CAO under Water Code section 13350, subdivision (e)(1) is 
$1,285,000 for 257 days of violation. This maximum administrative civil 
liability is based upon: 

(257 days of violation of directive No. 4.3) x ($5,000/day of violation) = 
$1,285,000 

b.	 The Dischargers violated the requirements under directive NO.5 in CAO No. 
R6T-2007-0038. 

I.	 The maximum amount of civil liability for violation of directive No. 5.2 of 
the CAO under Water Code section 13268, subdivision (b)(1) is $115,000 
for 115 days of violation. TJ'lis maximum administrative liability is based 
upon: 

(115 days of violation of directive No. 5.2) x ($1 ,OOO/day of violation) = 
$115,000 

c.	 The Dischargers violated three requirements under directive NO.6 in GAO 
No. R6T-2007-0038. 

I.	 The maximum amount of civil liability for violation of directive No. 6.1 of 
the CAO under Water Code section 13268, subdivision (b)(1) is $228,000 
for 228 days of violation. This maximum administrative liability is based 
upon: 

(228 days of violation of directive No. 6.1) x ($1 ,OOO/day of violation) = 
$228,000 

II.	 The maximum amount of civil liability for violation of directive No. 6.2 of 
the CAO under Water Code section 13268, subdivision (b)(1) is $242,000 
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for 242 days of violation. This maximum administrative civil liability is 
based upon: 

(242 days of violation of directive No. 6.2) x ($1 ,OOO/day of violation) = 
$242,000 

Ill.	 The maximum amount of civil liability for violation of directive No. 6.3 of 
the CAO under Water Code section 13268, subdivision (b)(1) is $228,000 
for 228 days of violation. This maximum administrative liability is based 
upon: 

(228 days of violation of directive No. 6.3) x ($1 ,OOO/day of violation) = 
$228,000 

d.	 The Dischargers violated one requirement under Directive NO.7 in CAO No. 
R6T -2007-0038. 

II.	 The maximum amount of civil liability for violation of directive NO.7 of the 
CAO under Water Code section 13268, subdivision (b)(1) is $245,000 for 
245 days of violation. This maximum administrative liability is based 
upon: 

(245 days of violation of directive No.7) x ($1.000/day of violation) = 
$245,000 

The cumulative maximum administrative civil liability for violations of directive 
Nos. 4 -7 of CAO No. R6T-2007-0038 is $2,484,000. 

30. Factors Affecting the Amount of Civil Liability 

Water Code section 13327 requires the Water Board to consider enumerated 
factors when it determines the amount of civil liability assessed pursuant to Water 
Code sections 13268 and 13350. Water Board staff considered those factors in 
recommending the amount of the administrative civil liability: 

a.	 The nature, circumstances, extent, and gravity of the violations; 

Violating a CAO, classified as a "formal" enforcement action by the Water 
Quality Enforcement Policy, is a serious offense. Violating directive No.4 of the 
CAO prevented Water Board staff from finding out actions taken to stop the 
source or cause of the petroleum release adversely affecting water quality. 
Late submittal of the First Quarter 2008 Groundwater Monitoring Report in 
violation of directive NO.5 prevented Water Board staff from knowing the status 
of contamination at the site and threat to beneficial uses. The Dischargers' 
violation of directive No.6 prevents knowledge of the extent and degree of 
petroleum hydrocarbons contamination beneath the Facility. Finally, violation of 
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directive NO.7 prevented' abatement and containment of hydrocarbons in 
groundwater beneath the Facility. As a result of failing to comply with these four 
directives by their respective deadlines, Water Board staff was without 
necessary information concerning contamination at the Facility for 226 days. 

b. Whether discharge is susceptible to cleanup or abatement; 

The discharge of petroleuni products to groundwater is susceptible to 
abatement. For a past release at the Facility, Mr. Erickson installed and 
operated a pump and treat system and soil vapor extraction system. These 
remediation systems were effectively containing from migration and abating 
hydrocarbons in groundwater until the systems ceased operating on February 2, 
2008. 

c. The degree of toxicity of the discharge; 

Groundwater at the site contained gasoline-range petroleum hydrocarbons and 
known toxic volatile organic carbons, including benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, 
xylenes, and trimethylbenzenes. Concentrations of these petroleum 
constituents in groundwater exceed drinking water standards and public health 
goals. Levels of benzene in groundwater at the Facility exceed the one-in-a­
million risk level for cancer. Since the Dischargers ceased corrective actions for 
eight months, the fate and migration of the petroleum constituents in 
groundwater is not fully unknown. 

d. Ability to pay; 

On April 15, 2008, the Thomas E. Erickson T~ust sold the Facility located at 
4029 Lake Tahoe Blvd, South Lake Tahoe, CA to Stateline Gasoline, Inc. for 
$450,000. Mr. Ahmad is the owner of Stateline Gasoline, Inc. 

Mr. Ahmad is the current owner or part owner of the following residential 
properties: 

* 1173 Monte Rosa Drive, Carson City, NV (APN 010-441-16) 
* 1197 Monte Rosa Drive, Carson City, NV (APN 010-441-15) 

Mr. Ahmad also is the President of V-R Property Management, an active 
Nevada Corporation (Corp. No C12489-1992). V-R Property Management 
cu rrently owns property zoned for use as service stations at: 

* 1360 S. Carson Street, Carson City, NV (APN 003-063-06) 
* 2152 N. Carson Street, Carson City, NV (APN 001-032-05) 
* 1395 Highway 395, Gardnerville, NV (APN 1320-33-402) 
* 275 W. Williams Avenue, Fallon, NV (APN 001-532-07) 
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Given the assets and income described above, it appears the Discharger.s Clre 
able to pay the liability. 

e. The effect on the Dischargers' ability to continue its business; 

Water Board staff is not aware of any reason that the Dischargers' ability to
 
continue their business would be affected by the proposed liability.
 

f. Any voluntary cleanup efforts undertaken by the violator; 

To date, the Dischargers have only implemented corrective actions at the site 
when ordered to by the Water Board in CAO No. R6T-2007-0038 and Water 
Code section 13267 orders. 

g. Prior history of violations; 

Thomas E. Erickson has a history of violations in complying with directives for 
clean up at the Facility. In July 1999, the Water Board accessed approximately 
$100,000 in state funds to conduct corrective actions at the site for one year 
when Mr. Erickson and other parties ceased to comply with directives in 
Amended CAO 6-98-42A1. In June 2000, the Water Board issued 
Administrative Civil Liability Order No. 6-00-60 to Mr. Erickson and other parties 
in the amount of $131,000. The civil liability was assessed at the rate of $500 
per day of violation. The only. known history of violation from Mr. Ahmad was . 
belated compliance with the deadline for technical report submittal in Water 
Board's June 11, 2007 directive. The technical report was eventually submitted 
65 days past the original submittal deadline of July 11, 2007. 

h. Degree of culpability; 

Mohammad Ahmad and The Thomas E. Erickson Trust are identified as the 
"Dischargers" by CAO No. R6T-2007-0038 and, thus, are ultimately responsible 
for compliance with CAO No. R6T-2007-0038 and applicable state laws and 
regulations. Despite issuance of a Notice of Violation on February 26, 2008, 
Notice of Non-compliance on April 8, 2008, and repeated contacts between 
Water Board staff and the Dischargers' consultant, during which violations were 
discussed, the Dischargers failed to comply with applicable requirements. 

i. Economic savings resulting from the violation; 

Water Board staff has calculated the Discharger's cost savings associated with 
violating the CAO. The nature of such cost savings would be "avoided costs" 
and "delayed costs." Avoided costs include those associated with quarterly 
monitoring and reporting for second quarter 2008 and operating the remediation 
systems. Estimated avoided costs are $50,000. Delayed cost savings would be 
the potential interest earned on the delayed costs, which given the short violation 
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period addressed by this Complaint would tre small and substantially less than 
the proposed liability. 

J. Other matters as justice may require. 

Staff Costs 

Staff from the State and Regional Boards have spent time responding to the 
incident and preparing the Administrative Civil Liability Complaint. Estimated 
staff costs for investigation and complaint preparation are $22,304. 

31. Amount of Civil Liability 

Water Board staff considered the above factors and proposes that administrative 
civil liability be imposed by the Water Board at a rate of $500 per day for a total of 
255 days of violation of Water Code section 13304 and at a rate of $100 per day 
for a total of 1,199 days of violation of Water Code section 13267 for a total amount 
of $248,400. 

WAIVER OF HEARING 

You may waive the right to a hearing. Waiver of your right to a hearing constitutes 
acceptance of the assessment of civil liability in the amount set forth within the 
Complaint. If you wish to waive your right to a hearing, an authorized person must sign 
the Waiver of Hearing form prepared for this Complaint. 

Please note that any settlement will not be effective until reasonable opportunity for 
public participation has been provided pursuant to title 40, Code of Federal Regulations, 
section 123.27(d)(2)(iii) and the State Water Board's 2002 Enforcement Policy. The 
Water Board will notify interested persons of any proposed settlement for the 
recommended liability and will solicit comments on the settlement for a period of thirty 
(30) days. Any settlement will not become final until after the public comment period. 

Payment of the liability will be due within 30 days of the settlement becoming final.
 
Payment must be made with cashier's checks or money orders made payable as
 
follows:
 

$119,900 payable to the State Water Board, Cleanup and Abatement 
Account. 

$128,500 payable to the State Water Board, Waste Discharge Permit Fund. 

California Environmental Protection Agency 
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Send your remittance to: 

Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Attn: Chuck Curtis, Supervising Engineer 
2501 Lake Tahoe Boulevard 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 

Ordered by:_t!a,--~,-f,WIt/;.'-.~_·Z;_~....:...,--,-.L-: _~_! 
ChucK Curtis, Supervising Engineer 
Cleanup and Enforcement Division 

Attachments: A. Site Vicinity Map 
B. Cleanup and Abatement Order No. R6T-2007~0038 

C. February 26, 2008 Notice of Violation 
D. Apnl 8, 2008 Notice of Non-compliance 

California Environmental Protection Agency 
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CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WA1ER QUALITY CON1ROL BOARD
 
LAHON1 AN REGION
 

CLEANUP AND ABA1EMEN1 ORDER NO. RE>12007-003B 

REQUIRING 1HE 1HOMAS E. ERICKSON lRUS1 

AND MOHAMMAD AHMAD
 

10 CLEAN UP AND A8A1E lHE EFFECIS OF
 
lHE DISCHARGE OF PE1ROLEUM PRODUC1S
 

101HE GROUNDWATERS OF THE LAKE lAHOE HYDROLOG1C UNI1
 
Al THE lAHOE 10M'S GASOLINE STA110N LOCA1ED-AT
 
<\029 LAKE lAHOE BOULEVARD IN SOU1H LAKE lAHOE
 

______________EI Dorado Counly	 _ 

lhe Cali10l nia RegIonal Walel Ouali'y ConllO! Board, l ahonlon Region (Wolel 80al d), 

linds 

1.	 lhlsls a new Cleanup and Abalemen\ Older Issued 10 lhe lhomas E Ellckson 
llusl and Mohammad Ahmad, \or new discharges 01 pelroleum ploducls a1 'he 
I ahoe 10m's Gasoline Sla\lon 1 hiS sIal ron has had a pIlor hlsl0l)' 01 leleases 
cauSing 910undwalel con\amlnallon and IS the locus 01 aClive enlO1cemenl 
acllons 

2 lhe 1 ahoe 10m's Gasoline Slalion (helelnal1er lelelred 10 as Ihe Facillly) IS 
localed al 4029 Lake lahoe Boulevard, South lake lahoe, EI DOIado Counly 
(Assessor's Parcel Numbel 029-06~-07) 

:)	 On Seplembel 19,2000, the Waler Boald Issued Amended Cleanup and 
Abaiemenl Olde, No 6-98-42A2 (CAO) lhe Amended CAO required lhomas 
EIIckson and Samina Naz \0 clean up'and abaie Ihe e\iecls 01 peiloleum 
pioducis dischalged 110m underground slOlage tanks and assoclaled piping 10 
Ihe gloundwalels 01 Ihe lake I ahoe Hydlologlc Unil al \he Facihly Pelloleum 
ploducls are any oil-based ploducls which can be oblained by dlsll1la\lon and ale 
nOlma\ly used oulside lhe relrningJndusII)' Specliically, Ihe Amended CAO 
lequlled implemenlalion 01 lemedlal aclions 10 abale MIBE (melhy\ lel1iary butyl 
elhel) conlaminalion lhlealening 10 advelsely aMecI mUnicipal and domeslic 

drinking walel wens and olhelbeneilcia\ uses lhe Amended CAO dilec\ed 

quariefly moniloling and leponing un11! lemedJalJon has achieved backglOund 
levels 01 gloundwalel qualiiy 

4 On June 11,2007, Ihe Walel 80ald Issued an ordel \olhelhomas E EriCKson 
llusl and Mr Mohammad Ahmad \0 submll a 1echnicallepon documenllng an 
inv esllgalion 01 polenllal dlschalges 01 gasoline 10 groundwalel al \he Faeilily 
lhe ordel slales Ihal mom\olJng dala in 1he FIrsl Ouaner 2007 Groundwater 

Moniloring Repon shows pelloleum hydrOC31bon concenlra110llS, wilh lhe 
eyceplloll 01 MIBE. Incleaslng In gloundwa1el compaJed \0 prevIous sampling 
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evenls Pelloleum hydlocarbons In walel samples collec\ed Irom lecovery well 
RW· 10 showed \he hlghe~) concefll1allons.· • 

Beflzene 1070 micro glams pel 1IIei (lJg/l) 

loluefle 12,500 fJg1L 

E\hylbenzene 2,990 fJglL 

Xylenes 1~,4 00 fJg/L 

M1BE 230 \--lg/L 

10tal Petroleum 

hyd rocarbons-gasoline 32,200 \-lg/L 

Since the IntOimatlon was consistent with a new release, Ihe olde1 directed bolh 

par\les 10 undenake an investigation \0 delermine \he soulce 01 recent petloleum 

dischalge 1o groundwater A technicalrepori descliblng the investigation and 

lesulls was due \0 the Walel Board by July 11, 2007 When \he lechnicallepon 

was nol received by the deadline, lhe Water Board Issued a NQ\lce 01 Violation, 

daled July 2), 2007,10 1he same two pariies 

8	 On Seplember 14,2007, the Waler Soald received a documenl, prepa1ed by 
CalClean on behalt ot MI Ahmad, describing a Iracer les\ Invesllgallon 
under1aken 10 delelmlne 'he soulce of additional pelroleum discharge in 
groundwater lhe repor1 stales 'hal \hree 1111 and \urbine sumps and all loul 
dlspensE'1 nonles failed Ihe Iracel lest lhe repon slates Ihat all areas rndlcal'mg 
laJiulEs will be corrected shortly 10 dale, Ihe Water Boald has. nol recEived 
documenlallon verltying Ihat lepails wele made \0 Ihe underground slorage tank 
and dispenser system and Iha11he release has been stopped 

9	 Based on water sample lesults Itsled in Finding No 7, a new unau\hollZed 
I e\eas~ 01 pell oleum hydr ocarbons is 'mdicated al the F<;3cilily 1 he indicalion 01 a 
new release )s supponed by Ihe inClease in concenlralion ot volalile OIganlc 
compounds \0 waler samples 110m 2006 and underground stOlage lank and 
dispensel syslem 1aJiules listed in Finding No. B lhe lack 01 increase In M1BE 

concenlrallonsrn Ihe water samples suggesls that lhe lelease occulled al1el 1he 
2003 phase,oul 01 M1BEIn gasoline. 

10	 ACC01ding 10 El Dorado County plOperiy lecolds, lhe lhomas E Erickson 

11 usl became the owner of th€ Facility by Seplembel 1998 1 he agent 101 

service 01 process is M, lhomas E Elickson. As the owner 0\ \he lacllily, lhe 

lhomas E Ellckson 1rusl either knows or should have known 01 Ihe discharge 

01 wasle and has 'he ability \0 conllol it Consequenlly, lhe lhomas E 

EriCKson 11Us\ IS pi opelly named as a ,esponsible pany subject \0 'his 01 del 

11	 Acc01ding to Ihe EI Dorado Counly Deparimen\ 01 Envllonmenlal Management 
Mr Mohammad Ahmad IS Iisled as lhe operalOi 0\ Ihe undeQground stOiage 
lanks on \he pelmlllssued \01 the Facill\Y As Ihe cUllenl op>€ralor 01 the 
underground slOiage lanks on the pelml\ Issued iOllhe Facili1y, MI Ahmad 
e\l.hEI knows 01 should have known 01 'he discharge 01 was~e and has the 



ablll'Y 10 contlol II Consequen1ly, Mr Ahmad is ploperly named as a 
lesponSlble par1y subject 10 'his oldel 

'II the beneilCla\ uses Ql (')Ioundwa\e-I In Ihe alea as designated In Ihe 199·~ Waler 
Quality Con\lol Plan 101 Ihe lahonlan Region ('Basin Plan") tor Ihe lahontan 
Region IIIclude muniCipal and domestic supply, agllcu\\ure supply, \Iesh waler 
leplenlshment, and rndus\llal service supply 

13	 Acilve and inactive supply wells neal Ihe Facilily located in the downgladient
 
gloundwatel \low dilec\ion include the Malk 1wainMoiel Well, an aClive well
 
localed ai- 947 Palk Avenue, aboul 600 1ee\ \0 Ihe norlh, inaciive Souih 1 ahoe
 
Public U\iliiy Disllici municipal wells, located on Black Rock Road, aboui 1,100
 
leel 10 Ihe norlh, and aciive drinking watel wells al 901 Pall, Avenue, 4074 and 
4077 Pine Boulevald, localed apploxlma\ely 1,100, 1,200, and 1,300 1eel 
lespeclively, 10 the norlh 

14	 lhe Basin Plan establishes walel quality obJecllves 101 Ihe plotectlon 01
 
beneficial uses lhose obJeciives Include Ihe lollowing Maximum Coniaminant
 
levels (MCls) and Action levels (Als) Ihat ha\le been established by the
 
CalilOlnia Depar1ment 01 Public Heallh (Iolmelly Ihe Cali10lnla Deparlment at 
Health Sef\lices) as sale levels 10 plolect publiC dllnKlng walel supplies 

Benzene I IJg/l (MC l) 
10luene I~O IJgIl (MCl) 
EIhylbenL ene 300 IJg/l (MCl) 
Xylenes I ,7 ~O IJgIl (MCl) 
M1BE 13 \-lgll (MCl) 

1 he BaSin Plan contarns the lo11owing nal1811ve taste and odol objec\lves 101 
Ihe lake lalloe Hydl?\ogic UnI\ 

< 

Gloundwalels shall not conlarn \asle 01 odol-ploducrng subslances In 

concenlla\ions Illa\ cause nuisance 01 illat advelsely at1ecI benehcla\ 
uses F01 glound watel designaled as muniCipal and domestic supply, al a 
minimum, concenllations shall n01 exceed adopted secondary maximum 
contaminant levels speciiied in1iile 22 01 Ihe Ca\11olnla Code 01 
Regulaiions whiCh is incOlpOlated by le1elence mlo this plan 

lhe io\\owing 1 asle and OdO! 1 hlesholds (l 01) ale adopled as secondary 

walel qualiiy goals by Ihe Uniled Siales E. nvil onmen\al PI oleclion Agency 01 
I\le Ca\i10!nia Deparimeni at Public Health \01 dlmking wate! Pel101eum 
concenilalions above Ihese levels would \l1013\e the taste and odO! objeciive in 
lhe Basin Plan 

loluene 42 IJg/l (101) 
1 ,3 ,~-lllme\hy\benze ne IS IJg/l (101) 
EIhylbenzene 29IJg/l(101) 
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Xylenes l7 I-lg/l 1101) 
M18E S I-lglL (101) 
1ola\ Pell oleum ~O I-lg/L (101) 
Hydlocalbons (Gasolllle) 

1~ lhe concenllallons 01 benzene, loluene, e\hylbenzene, xylenes-, MTBE, and \olal 

pelroleum hydrocarbons as gasoline delecled in gloundwa\er sampues laken 
110m wells on Ihe Facilily and relerenced in Finding No 7 exceed ~IQualily 

objecliv€sl 01- glour:ldwalel specilied-iJ:l-lhe Basin Plan, as listed in F-lflding No 

14	 lhese concenllalions advelsely at1ecl Ihe gloundwalel 1ar its bene1lci;a1 uses, 

as lisled in Finding No 12 

16	 lhe levels 01 was\e In groundwalel allhe Facilily conslilule a pollutimn as defined 

in Walel Code secllon 13050, subdivision (I), Pollution means an aWeJallon 01 \he 
qual11y ot lhe walers 01 the slale by was\e \0 a degree which unleas:.onably 
at1ecls eilner 01 'he 10110wing (a) Ihe walels lor benehcia\ uses, 01 (b) lacilllies 
which serve these beneficial uses, 

17 1he dlschalge 01 pelloleum producls 10 Ihe gloundwalels of Ihe LafN: lahoe 
HydlOloglc Unit as desCllbed In Finding No 8 VIolates a plohlbl\10!1 ,mnlal,;ned If) 

Ihe Basin Plan Specilically, Ihe dischalge violates and threa1ens to> ~joJabe the 
1ollowmq dlschar ge plOhlblllon ,0'­

"1 he dischal ge 01 was\e ... as delined In Seclion 130S0(d) (11 tlhe C 21 \ilO11l13 
Walel Code which would violale Ihe walel quality objecllves rn 'his. plrll1, 
OJ o\herwlse advelsely atiecllhe benefiCial uses of wale! de:signal~d by 
Ihls plan, IS pi ohlblled" 

18	 1hls enlolcemenl aclion is being laken by lhi::>'!egulalory aSjency iQ; En10'r<ce lhe' 

Plovlslons 01lhe CalJloJnla Waler Code and as such is exempl fJonn'he 
Plovlslons 01 Ihe Call1oJnia EnvilOnrnenla\ Oualily Acl (Public Reso>uce" Code 
sec\ion 21000 el. seq) in accordance With Calilornia Code 01 Re9uflJflof)s, lllte 
14, seclion 1~321 

ORDERS 

THEREFORE, 11 IS HEREBY ORDERED thaI pursuanl to Walel Code secllons 13267 

and 13304,lhe Thomas E Erickson Trus\ and Mohammad Ahmad (relenTeD 10 
hereatlel as the 'Dischalgers") shall clean up and abate Ihe discharge ann.1 lhre;alened 

dlschalqe 01 pelroleum hydlocalbons to waters 0\ the Slale, and shall connply wl'l1 'he 
plovislons 01 Ihls Older 

Oldels listed III Amended CAO No 6-98-42A2 Jemalnln et1ecl and al~ not 
supelseded by \hls en101cement aclion 



2 lne Olscnalgels shall conduct lne investigation and cleanup lasks lisled below by or 
undel Ine directIOn 0\ aCalilolnia leg1sleled geo\oglsl 01 Civil eng,neel experienced 
In the alea 0.' groundv"alel pollution cjeanup All technical documents submll1ed to 
Ihe \Nalel'Boald snail conlaln Ihe Slgnalule and stamp 01 Ihe legls1eled mdlvldual 

ovelseelng cOllec11ve actions 

3	 lhe Dlschalgels shall nol cause 01 pelmlt any addl110nal wasle to be dlschalged 01
 
deposited whele Ij is, 01 plObab\y win be, discharged mto walels 01 Ihe Slate
 

L\.	 COlleclive Actions 1m the Release 

L\ 'I	 By December 2B, 2007, abate any and a\\ leleases 110m Ihe taci\ity 

L\ 2	 fu January 3, 200fL submil a lechnicalleport \0 Ihe Water Boald desClibing 
cOllecllve aclions laken 10 slop Ihe lelease al Ihe facllily Al a minimum, Ihe 

I eport must conlain 

42 'I In10rmalion about whal was Ilxed, when II was Ilxed, how \1 was 1ixed, 
and who 11xed II (plovlde con11aclol license number) 

422 A 11gule 01 Ihe sile and Idenlillcatlon 0\ the Ilem(s) lepalled 

4 3 Conlmue 10 opelale Ihe existing lemedlatlon systems (pump and tleal system 
and Ine SOI\ vapor extlacllon system) unjlt an a\telnale remediation system IS 

ploposed and Implemented Ollj IS detelmlned by Ihe Walel 80ald, based on a 
ploposa\ by Ine dlschalgels, Inat Ihe opelallon 01 the temedlajion system IS no 
longel necessary 10 addless Ine ploblem 

~	 Gloundwalel MonltOling and Reponing 

lne gloundwalel monltOling and leponlng lequlled In InlS Oldel ale slmi\al 10 Ihal, , 
lequiled In Cleanup and Abatemen\ Oldel No 6-98-42A2 Issued 10 Samma Naz and 
1 homas E Elickson lhe Walef Boald Will accept one leport Inat complies wIth Ihe 
leportlng requlIemenls 01 Ihls Oldel and Cleanup and Abalemenl Oldel No 6-98­
42A2 as salistying Ihe reporting requlIemenls 01 bolh Oldels In Ihe allematl\Je, Ihe 
dischargers named In each Oldel can submit sepala'e lepons 

~'I	 Beginning First Quarter 2008 (January - March 2008), and quarterly 

thereafter (sample collection dates must be at least 60 but not more than 

'\ 20 days apart), conduci groundwater sampling al al\ on- sile monitOling, 
vapol, and ex1laction well locations associaled wllh Ihe facility MW-i, MW- 2A, 

MW-3, MW-30, VE- '12, VE-I3, RW-1, RW9A, RW '10 In addilion, conduct 
gloundwalel sampl'lng al Ihe lo\\owmg oll-slle monllollng and exllac\ion well 
loca'ions MW4, MW-6, MW-B. MW-9. MW-'I6M, RW3, RWSA, RW-78, RW 
B Also co\\ecl walel samples hom Ine MalK lwam Motel a1 9L\7 Park A\!enue, 
subject \0 pelmlSSlon by \liE' plopeny ownels 
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:, 2	 Beginning April 15,2008, and every Ihree months \hereatle\, submr~ a 
technical lepon \0 the Waler Board describing groundwaler monllOllng resulis 
101 Ihe prior quanel 1 he repon mus1 contain the 101l0wmg IntOI mallon 

S 2 1	 Eitner a table 01 conlen1s 01 an attachment list 

S 22	 LabOiatory analyticallesulls ot walef samples 101 the 101l0wlng 

consliluenls: lPH-gasoline using Melhod 801~ OJ lIs equivalen". all 
compounds capable 01 being idenlilied by Method 8260 '01 ItS 

equivalen' Deleclion limils shall be no 9feater Ihan OS fJg/L iOJ! volatile 

OIganic compounds and SO fJglL 101 lPH as gasoline 
S 2 3 A naJfalive desuiplion and analysis 01 al\ inlormatlon plovlded, 

S24 Polentiometlic surlace map 101 glOundwalel elevations in all 

moni\OIing wells Show Ihe ground walef lIow dileclion as an allow on 

the map 

S2 S Calcula\e hOlizorntal hydraulic gladlen\ 
S 2 6 Maps showing lhe location 01 all monitOilng wells and boundary lines 01 

the dissolved peilOleum plume oul \0 OS 1-l9/L 101 benzene and! SO I-lglL 
1 PH 101 gasoline 

J 27 1 abula\e water analy1icallesul\s and glOundwa\el elevalions 101 each 
well over time lhal includes all dala collected since 200S 

J ::' 8 Description of glOundwaler elevallon Ilend 110m plevlous monillOling 
evenl 

)29 DISCUSSion 01 conlamlnan\ concenll allon II end In monllOJ mg W'€ lis f10m 
pr eVlous momlormg event 

:, 2 10	 DISCUSSion 01 whelhel the dissolved pellOleum plume IS mlgralling, 
slable or redUClrn:l rn size and concenlration Desclibe the basis 10r all 
conclUSions, 

. J 2,11 Subml\\al 01 labOlalory analy1lcal data, grouno walelrniolmal\On, and 
monltollng welll()calions In Elecllonlc Dala F01 mal \0 lhe Slal<e Waler 
Resources ConDo\ Board Geollacker Database 

S 2 12 Idenlrllcallon ot cOllective actions planned dUling Ihe neX1 qU31rteJ\y 
reponing peliod, 

~ 2 13 All llgules shall be In color 

5 Contaminanllnvesligalion 

61	 By Febr u3fl1, 2008, submit a wOlKp\an lathe Walel Boal d lhalls deslgned 10 

determine the la\elal and verlical ex1en\ 01 petroleum hydlocarbom in'Soi\ and 

gloundwalel due \0 Ihe release a\ Ihe Facilily (see Findings No 7, 3, Clmd 

9) 1he wOlhplan mus1 addless any gaps in inlolmation legalding Ihe l]alelal 

and verllcal eX1en\ 01 contaminalion that ale evident based on evaluali10n 01 
available Jn10lma\lon (Ihe technical lepor1le1erenced In Finding No 4 .and 

lechnlcallepons reqUired 10 be submitted pUlsuanl 10 Cleanup and Aba1emenl 
Order No 698·42A2 which are available 101 leview at the Walel Boal,n otilce) 
lhe wOlhplan must plopDse collec1mg multi-depth samples 01 PIOPOSe' anolhel 
sUllable	 melhod \0 deirne Ihe \'3Iela\ and vertical ex1enl 01 contamlnatllon oul to 



backglound (nondelecl) concenllal,ons lhelnvesligallon must be designed In
 

a mannel Ihal does nol plomo\e Ihe verllcal mlglallon ot contamlnan1s 10 lowel
 
porilons 01 the aquliel All maps musl be dla,wn 10 scale, colol coded, show all
 
polentlal pelloleum lelease sou~ce aleas·al~d show p,oposed sampling
 

locations 

6 2	 By Febluary 22, 2008, Implemen\ the sl\e In\Jes\lgallon wOlkp\an, as accepted 

by Watel Boald stati, 101 de1E:lmining Ihe ex1en\ 01 con\amlnalion In soil and 

gwundwaleJ Nolity the Watel Boald Within one WOIKlng day 011mplementmg 

the investiga\lon 

63	 By Aplil ~O, 2008, submit a technicallepon to the Watel Boald thaI descllbes
 

the soil and gloundwatel investigation conducted at the slle In accoldance with
 

the wOIKplan accepted by Board stati All ligules must be dlawn 10 scale and in
 

colol	 AI a mlnlmUm, 'he lepoJ1 must 

631 Plovide a nallahve descrip1ion 01 wOIk periolmed and miormation 

obtained 
632 Include bOling logs, mOnJ\Ollng well deSigns (11 cons\lucled), and 

aTlalyflcal data 
6 3:' Include sl\e maps shOWing the location 01 al\ bOllngs and sampling 

POints 
634 Include an Isoconcenllallon map Wllh boundary lines ot benzene 'In SOI\ 

and glOundwa\el out 1010 \Jg/kg and"\ jJg/l, lespecllvely, In all 
d'iecilOns Also Include an Isoconcellllai,on map With boundary lines 01 
lPH,gasolllie In SOil and gloundwaier oul 10 100 \-lg/kg and SO )JgIl, 
lespec\lvely, In all dllecllons Ouesllon marKS shall Indlcale aleas whele 
boundaries ale unknown 

6 3 S Descllbe the geology benli'a\h 1he F acdliy and a\ oti,slle sampling 
loca110ns , 

636	 lis1 the dep\\s\ ot t\lsl encountered gloundwaler al all points sampled 
Siale whelhel pelched 20nes wele encounieled and the baSIS 101 thiS 
finding Descllbe whet he 1 or nol Ihe conlamlnanls ar e 10110wing 
pre1elen\ial pathways and the baSIS 101 Iha' conclUSIOn 

6 J7	 \1 the lull extent 01 contaminallon in soil 01 gl Qundwater is no! deilned OU'I 

to bacKglound levels, plovlde a wOlkp\an p1oposmg a supplemental 
investigation 

i COil ective ACIion Plan (CAP) 

By May 0, 200B, submit a CAP to Ihe Watel Board 10 abate Impacts \0 SOI\ and 

gloundwalel 110m dischalges at the Facility lhe CAP shall descllbe a\ leas! three 
cosl,etiec\ive remediation technologies \0 leslOie groundwaler \0 Sla\e oj 

Call1Olnla primary 01 secondary MaXimum Conlamlnan\ levels 10r dllnklng waler 
Include Ihe 1011 OWing mlmma\ion 



E\ DOJado County	 NO R61-20070038 

7.1- Summall1e.1he eY1enl oj soli and gloundwatel. conlammatlon caused hom 
I elea~es'al the Facilily 

7~)	 P,ovlde a map showing 1he boundary 01 sOil contaminatIOn oul 10100 ~JKg 

101 lola\ pelroleum hydlocalbons Quesllon marks shall be used \0 IfIdi-cale 

unknown boundalles 
7 3	 PlOvide a_map showing the boundary 01 groundwater contamination oul to Si'O 

fJg/l 101 \olal pelloleum hydrocarbons Question marks shall be used 10 
Indicate unknown boundaries_ 

74	 OesClibe the_gEoJo.gy_beneath-lhe Facilily and al all otf-sile areas requiting 

lemedialion InClude geologic cross-sections 10 show the depth \0 the waler­

table and lhe lalelal and vertical extent 01 pelroleum hydrocarbons 

7S Desclibe necessary equipmenl, matelials and methods, implemenlalion 

schedule, and permits required \0 implement each 01 Ihe three lechno!(}Qles_ 

7 6 Es\imale the cleanup time to achieve drinking water standards lor each 011h1e 
three technologies and the baSIS 101 Ihe estimation 

77	 Slale Ihe lecommended remediallon technology to implemenl at Ihe sile 101 
abaling soil and gloundwater contamination Describe an estimate lime hayne 
101 deSigning, pelmitting, constructing, and initial opelalion of the 
1ecommended technology 

7 8	 Alll'guies shall be in colol 

Fallure to comply WI1h the \elms 01 conditions at thrs Older Will result in addillOnal 
en10rcemenl acllon Ihal may include Ihe Imposition 01 admmistra1lve ciVil liablilly 
pUlsuant 10 sections 13268 and 133~O 01 Ihe Waler Code 01 re1ellal 10 Ihe A\\olney 
Genelal 01 the Slale 01 Cali101nia {OJ such legal action as he may deem appropli:ale 

'. 
Q,d"ed by _ Dated 1)0:> 2q \1D\.lj/-)=sefjuk.. y>-

HAROlD J NGER
 
EXECUll E OF FICER
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I\Aohammad Ai\mad	 Certdied Mad 700627600003 949E1 G88S 

I anoe 10m's Giisolme Stailon
 
4Cl?9 Lake lanoe Boulevard
 
Soulh Lake lanoe, CA 96\50 

1 he 1 homas E, EriCKson 1 rus! Certiiied Mail: 70062760000394966892
 

1458 AsnDlook Circle
 
Mediold, OR 97501
 

N01ICE OF VIOlAl10N WI1H CLEANUP AND ABA1EMENl ORDER NO. R6i­

2007 -0038,1 AHOE 10M'S bASSI Al10N,4029 LAKE 1 AHOE BOULEVARD,
 
SOU1H LAKE 1 AHOE, EL DORADO COUN1Y
 

lhls IS 10 lniOim you Iha\ you are In violat'lon wI\h directives in Cleanup and Abatemeni 
Oldel lCAO) No R612007-0038 101 Ihe 1 ahoe lorn's Gas S\al:on In Soulh Lake 
lahoe lhe CAO, Issued on Oecembel 24,2007, leQui,es the above-lls\ed parties \0 
conducl corlect,ve acllons and leporting 1m conlamlna\ion 110m pellolcum le\eases 10 
cal c, you ale In violation with two dll ecilves 

Mo\,ammad Ahmad and lhe lhomas E Ellckson llus1 have jailed 10 comply wlih ihe 
10\\OWlf1g direcllves in CAO R61-2007-0038 

'\	 By January '\),2008, submi\ a \echnica\ lepon 1'0 1he \IV~ler Board describing 
correcivc acilons \a\<en \0 s\o~ Ine release a\ I\le Faclliiy Ai a minimum, ihe 
repor1 mus\ provide 

a \nlolmaiion abo\Jt what was bxed, when ii was Ilxeo, how 1\ was Ilxed, and 
who lixed i\ (IJrovide coni I aclOt license number) 

h A llgure 01 the site and identification ollhe 11em(s) repaired 

2By Feblu3ryl, 2005, submit a worl,p\an \0 the Walel Board \na\ is designed 10 
delermme the latera\ and vertical extent 0\ pel\oleurn nydlocarbons in soil and 
grour1dwater due 10 the release at the Facility 

DUling a Jaruary 24,2005 conterence call wilh lisa Dernbach 011hls olke, your 
cor,sullan\, CalClean, stated ils beliei that a September 2007 docurnen\ senl \0 \he 
Waler 8031e compiled With 1he l11s1 dlrecllve 101 a lechnicallepOr1 describing correc\ive 
acilons \ake;, \0 slop Ihe release al Ihc slle IvIs Oernbach clarl11ed lhal lhe Sepiembel 
2007 document did nol contain the Ilems lequileclln Ihe (PIO 



Mohammad Ahmad - 7 
lhe lhomas E Ellcksoil lJUs\ 

10 dale. Ihe Wafer Boald hCjs-'S11i1 not receIved lhe technical lepornhat was due on 
J3nuClrY 1~). 2008 In addition. the Walel Boald has not received a workplan due on 
f ebluar'j 1.2008. to Investlgale the exlen1 01 cOillamlnallon ',rom gasolrne discharges 
Idenlilled In 2007 

En10rcement 

Based upon youl non-compl-Iance status wllh two directives in the CAO, \ plan \0
 

lequesl assistance ttom Ihe Altolney General's_ottice in 1ilinganjnjunclion wilh EI
 
Dorado County Superior Court Ihe Slate's motion will request that the court compel
 
you to immediately Implement the requiled COlrective acllons in the CAO Any actions
 
you lake to comply wllh dlreclrves in CAO R61- 2007-0038 belore the coun hearing will 
be acknowledged by the Slate and may resuHm reduced actions against you 

In addition, be aware thaI Ihe Waler Boald may administratively impose civil liability tOi 
vloJaJJons ot CAO R6-1 2007-0038 Ae<:oldmg to'WaieT Code seclion 13350, Ihe Waler 
Boald may impose a clvilliabilily up \01>5,000 pel day 01 non-compliance You are 
urged \0 immedlal ely come Inl0 compliance wilh requlI ements in CAO R612007 -0038 
10 leduce yoU! exposure 10 1ulure Clvillrabilily 

Finally, by copy 01 this leltel, \ am nOll1ymg Stale Waler Resources Con~lo' Boald (Stale 
Waler Board) siati With the Underground Storage lank Clean~p Fund 01 you I non­
compliance slalus With CAO R61-2007-0038 Your sla\us may atiecl State Walel 
Board slal1's abilily 10 otier you reimbursement and_a Leiter 01 Commilment 110m Ihe 
Cleanup Fund unless you laKeimmedla1e steps to comply wilh CAQ R61-2007-0038 

I hope to hear 110m you or your agent in lhe near 1uiure You may con~ac\ Lisa 
Delnbach at (~30) ~L12~L12411 you have any questions or commenls concerning 'his 
leHer' 

HAROLD J. SINGER
 
EXECUllVE OFFICER
 

cc	 EI Dorado County, Dept 01 Envilonmenlal Management, Virginia Hubel 
South 1 ahoe Public Utrlily District, Richard Solbllg 
SWRCB, OCC, David Coupe 
SWRCB, Dlv 01 Walel Quality, USl Cleanup Fund 
City 01 Soulh Lake I ahoe, DaVid Jinkens
 
lahor? 10m's Gas Slallon, Samina Naz
 

I SDld'd1 n ahoe 10m,. NOV? 1]. DB Isd.lel
 
[lobe r,led UG 1 . E I Da'ado Co . [,10050"'J
 

i 
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lhomas E Erickson Certi1ied Mail: 7007 302Q 0001 0921 1410 
1 he 1 homas E, EriCKson llus\ 
\ 468 Ashbrook Cilcle 
Med1ord, OR 97501 

NON-COMPLIANCE wm-I". CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ORDER NOS, R61-2007­

0038 AND 6-98-42A2, THE 2002 SlIPULA1ED ORDER, AND THE COURT'S ­

JANUARY 12,2007, ORDER. 1 AHOE TOM'S GAS S1 AlION, 4029 LAKE 1 AHOE
 
BOULEVARD, SOUTH LAK-E-'fAHOE, E-L BORADO COUNTY 

I am In f ecelpl 01 your February 2, 2008 1e1\el \0 Lisa Dernbach 011\11s ot1ice slallng lhal 
you ClI enol able \0 pay \or 1ur1hel 1emedra\ion 0\ con\aminarron 211ne 1 ahol' 10m's Gas 
Stallon You suggesllhal1he Lahon1an Waler Board look 10 Mr Mohammad Ahmad, 
Ihe site lessee. 101 salislying lhe \elms 01 Cleanup and AhCilement Order (CAO) No 
f~G12007-0038 

Response 

\IIS thiS agency's unrierslandlOg Iher\ lhe lhomas E Ellc\<'son 1rusllS Ihe propeny 
owner o11he gas slaliorl ;:md lhal you are lhe lisled ag'enl 11 is also our undelsl;::mding 
Ihal, according 10 the Underground Slorage 1 ank permit wrth ElDorado County, 
tv':ohammad Ahmad is the operalol 01 Ihe gas slalion 

As slaled 111\\1e December 24,°2007 cover \e1le,1 01[AO R51-2007-0038, 1consider 
both you a'no I\I\r Ahmad 10 be Jesponsib\e parties 101 potential dlsc\\alges 01 wasle al 
the subjecl plopeny thaI Ihrealerl water quallty 1 he CAO was issued based upon 
rniQlm31ion liIdlcaling Ihe iacili1y is a new source \01 pelro\eum hydrocarbons that 
adlJelsely at1eels the drinking waler aquiler and threalens nearby drinking waler wells 
As long as one 01 the \'No panies is laking aclions 10 comply wilh Waler Board orders, I 
will considel bOlh panies 10 be in complrance 

lhe cover le1\e' iunher slaled lhal iI neilhel ot the responsible par\les complies with 
Waler Board orders, all panies will be subject 1o eniorcemen1 aenon, Such an aclion 
m3Y inc\\Jrle issuance oi an assessmenl 01 an adm'mislralive civ',1 rlab,\i'v 101 up \0 1'lv[' 
Ihousand dO\\;:)ls ($5,000) lor each day 01 violation 01 an order. arid relerla! 10 the 
Calr10rnia A\lurney General 101 app10prlale ac110n 

Californ /0 E J71..'lrOt1/n en tn! Prorf!Cli 0 h A gfn cy 



lhelhom3sE Ellcksonllusl '2 

Violation 01 CAO·PG1·2007 ·0038 

Oil Feblual)/ 26. 200S. you and MI Ahmad wele Issued a Notice 01 Vlolallon signed by
 
me \01 violation 01 CAO R61·2007·0038 SpeCillcally, you and MI Ahmad wele
 
In10lmed thai you ale In viola\lon 01 'he 10\\owlng olders and deadlines
 

1	 By January 1~, ?008, submit a technical leponto Ihe Water Board describing 
COllectIVe actions laken to stop the release.aUhe Facility, At a minimum, the 

lepori must provide 

2	 !:l'LF ebruafjl 1,2008, submi1 a workplan 10 lhe Wale! Board that IS designed to 
determine 'he latela\ and venical exien\ 01 pettoleum hydlocarbons in SOIl and 

qroundwalel due to the release al 'he Facility 

Since the 11me tnanhe Notice 01 Viola!Jon was issued, you and Mr Ahmad are in 
vlolallon 01 anothel dilective In !he CAO 

3.	 l2~blua!Y.22, 20~ implemen1 tne s11e investigalion wOlKpl;:m, as accepted by 
Waler Board stat1, 10r delerminmg the exten1 01 contamlnahon in soil and 
groundwateJ. l 

10 da\e. lhe Walel Boald has s\ill not lecelved the 1echnical lepor11hat was due on 
January 15, 200S 01 the wOIkplan, due on February I, 200S, 10 Investigale the exlent ot 
conlamina1ion 1rom gasoline discharges idenliliedlTl 2007. I also understand 110m MI. 
Ahmad's consul\ant, Gallaldo and Assocrales, 1ha\ no sile Investigation has been 
conducted Since neilher 01 the responsible parties \S complying wilh orders In CAO 
961· 2007-0038, J plan 10 initiate enlOicemenl actions Ils\ed in the Notice 01 Viola1ion 
Because 'here has been a lelease during t~e lime MI Ahmad has been operating the 
gas slalion I plan 10 'lnclude hm, as a lesponsible par1y 101 cleanup aclions assoclaled 
With thiS recenl lelease 

Violation 01 CAO 6·98-42A2, the 2002 Stipulated Order, and the Courrs January 
12,2007, Order 

Amended CAO 6-98·42A2, Issued \0 you and Samina Naz, the station's iormer 
operatOl, in 2002, leQuired continuous Implemen1alion 01 correc1ive actions at the site to 
contain plume miglation and restore the drinking water aqui1el 10r bene1icial uses On 
Oclobel 11,2002, the coun executed a Stipulated Oldel, which requires you 10 opel ate 
the remediation syslems at 'he site On January 12,2007, the coun 10und you in 
contempt 101 violating the Sllpu\ated Older 1he coun lunher ordered you \0 continue 10 
opelate the soil vapol exllaclion system unless oldeled otherwise by Ihe coun 

I understand Ihal, JJl FebrU3ry 200B, Ihe soil vapm extraction syslem and the pump and 
\leal syslem ceased opelatlng As a lesull, you and Ms Naz aleln violation oi Order 
Nos 3 and Sin CAO 69B·i12A2, Ihe S'ipula1ed Oldel. and the coun's January 12, 
2007,01del Since Ihe pump and liea' system IS no longel operallng, \1 means 1here IS 

ColJjornio EnvironrneJl1ol PrOJfetioll Agellcy 



cc 

no longer con\ammen\ 0\ the hydlocalbon plume In groundwater Lack 01 conlarnmen1 
mear,s \hal the p\llme poses a \r\1eal 10 downgradtenl muniCipal an_d prlva\e drinking 
walel wells \ consldel \tw". Ihreal unaccepL3ble You and Ms N32 ale solely 
tlcoPQnSlble \01 cornpllan'le vvr'ih CAO 6-9B-4'2A'2 \\ IVII Ahmad operates the
 
temedialtOn systems pUlsuanllo Ihls Ordel. I Will accepl thai as compliance
 

\. therefore. Intend tn reter thiS mallei 10 the A1\orney General's Otilce \ urge you to re­

slart the two lemedlatlon systems as soon as possible 

You may contact Lisa Dernbach at (S30) S42-S424 ii you have any technical questions 

or commen1s concerning this lener You may contact Nicholas Stern, Deputy Attorney 

General, (916) 323 -3840, for lega\ questions or comments 

HAROL 0 J S\ NGE R 
EXECUliVE OFFICER 

EI Dorado County, Depl 01 EnvironmentalManagement, VIlQJnra Huber 
SouIli 1 ahoe Public Utili1y l)lslrlci, Rlcnald Solbllg 
SWRCB, OCC, DaVid Coupe 
SWRCB, Dlv 01 Walel Quality, USl Cleanup Fund 
Allorney Genela\'s otflce, Nlchol;)s Stem
 
IV,ohammad Ahmad, 1ahoe 10m's Gasoline S\alion
 
Samma Naz, lahoe 10m's Gasoline ~tal\on
 

C1\)' ot Soul h Lake 1 ahoe, DaVid Jinkens
 
lakeSide Park Walel Company
 
S\a\lon House Inn
 
Mal k 1 wain Molel
 
Gallaldo 13, Associales
 

Collforl1io El1viro/ll11e111nl PrOlfcrion Agency 



WAIVER FORM
 
FOR ADMINISTRATIVE CIVIL LIABILITY COMPLAINT
 

By signing this waiver, I affirm and acknowledge the following: 

I am duly authorized to represent The Thomas E. Erickson Trust and Mr. Mohammad Ahmad (hereinafter 
"Dischargers") in connection with Administrative Civil Liability Complaint No. R6-2009-0047 (hereinafter the 
"Complaint"). I am informed that California Water Code section 13323, subdivision (b), states that, "a hearing 
before the regional board shall be conducted within 90 days after the party has been served [with the complaint]. 
The person who has been issued a complaint may waive the right to a hearing." 

o	 (OPTION 1: Check here if the Dischargers waive the hearing requirement and will pay the Jiabililty.) 

a.	 I hereby waive any right the Dischargers may have to a hearing before the Regional Water Board. 

b.	 I certify that the Dischargers will remit payment for the civil liability imposed in the total amount of two 
hundred forty-eight thousand four hundred dollars ($248,400) by checks that reference "ACL 
Complaint No. R6-2009-0047" made payable in the amount of $119,900 to the "State Water Resources 
Waste Discharge Permit Fund' and in the amount of $128,500 to the "State Water Pollution Cleanup 
and Abatement Account." Payment must be received by the Regional Water Board by September 10, 
2009 or this matter will be placed on the Regional Water Board's agenda for a hearing as initially 
proposed in the Complaint. 

c	 I understand lhe payment of the above amount constitutes a proposed settlement of the Complaint. 
and that any settlement will not become final until after the 30-day public notice and comment period 
mandated by Federal regulations (40 CFR 123.27) expires. Should the Regional Water Board receive 
significant new information or comments from any source (excluding the Water Board's Prosecution 
Team) during this comment period, Water Board staff may withdraw the complaint, return payment, and 
issue a new complaint. I understand that this proposed settlement is subject to approval by the 
Regional Water Board, and that the Regional Water Board may consider this proposed settlement in a 
public meeting or hearing I also understand that approval of the settlement will result in the 
Dischargers having waived the right to contest the allegations in the Complaint and the imposition of 
civil liability. 

d.	 I understand that payment of the above amount is not a substitute for compliance with applicable laws 
and that continuing violations of the type alleged in the Complaint may SUbject the Dischargers to ' 
further enforcement, including additional civil liability. 

o	 (OPTION 2: Check here if the Dischargers waive the 90-day hearing requirement in order to extend 
the hearing date and/or hearing deadlines.) 

I hereby waive any right the Dischargers may have to a hearing before the Regional Water Board within 90 
days after service of the complaint, but I intend to request a hearing in the future. By checking this box, the 
Dischargers request that the Regional Water Board delay the hearing and/or hearing deadlines so that the 
Dischargers may have additional time 10 prepare for the hearing. It remains within the discretion of lhe 
Regional Water Board to agree to delay the hearing. 

(Print Name and Title) 

(Signature) 

(Date) 
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NOTICE OF WAIVER OF PUBLIC HEARING
 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region
 
Issuance of Administrative Civil Liability (ACL) Order
 

Against
 
The Thomas E. Erickson Trust and Mr. Mohammad Ahmad
 

Tahoe Tom's Gasoline Service Station
 
South Lake Tahoe, California
 

Staff of the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region 
(Water Board) issued Complaint No. R6T-2009-0047 to The Thomas E. Erickson 
Trust and Mr. Mohammad Ahmad (Dischargers) in the amount of $248,400 for 
alleged violations of Cleanup and Abatement Order No. R6T-2007-0038. The 
Dischargers have elected to waive their right to a public hearing in this matter. 
Waiver of the hearing constitutes admission of the validity of the allegation of 
violations in the Complaint and acceptance of the assessment of civil liability in 
the amount of $248,400 as set forth in the Complaint. The Water Board will 
consider accepting the Discharger's waiver at its October 14-15, 2009 meeting. 

Written comments regarding the allegations contained in Complaint No. R6T­
2009-0047, and/or acceptance of the waiver, will be accepted through Thursday 
September 10, 2009. 

The Water Board's October 14-15, 2009 meeting will be held at a time and 
location as announced in the Water Board meeting agenda. An agenda for the 
meeting will be issued at least ten days before the meeting and will be posted on 
the Water Board's web page at http://waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan/. Oral 
comments for this item may be made during the meeting upon receipt of a 
request to speak slip. For more information regarding this matter, please call Ms. 
Lisa Dernbach at (530) 542-5424. 

Chuck Curtis, Supervising Engineer
 
Cleanup and Enforcement Division
 


