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UPDATED TAHOE CGP

COST ASSESSMENT OF NEW REQUIREMENTS

New Permit
Requirement

Description

Electronic Submittal
of Project
Registration
Documents (PRDs)

Enroliment in the previous permit was completed through
paper applications. Additional time will be required for
dischargers to initially become familiar and electronically
submit information through the State Board’s SMARTS.
This additional effort will fall primarily on the Legally
Responsible Person for the project.

Training and
Qualifications

The permit sets new standards for persons preparing and
implementing SWPPPs. Most dischargers have
personnel that currently meet the baseline qualifications
for Qualified SWPPP Developers (QSDs). Some
dischargers may not have personnel that currently meet
the Qualified SWPPP Practitioner (QSP) requirements.
However, QSPs do not need to meet the minimum
requirements until April13, 2012, and the permit provides
a range of certifications that QSPs can obtain prior to that
date. Costs for the mandatory QSD/QSP State Board
training are running between $600 and $700 for QSD
training and between $500 and $600 for QSP training.
The cost is justified to ensure that appropriate personnel

are responsible for controlling pollution form construction
sites. '

Rain Event Action
Plan (REAP)

The permit requires QSPs to complete a written REAP
and implement it prior to the onset of precipitation events.
The requirements is intended to help the QSP ensure that
sufficient materials and personnel are on hand to prevent
erosion and reduce pollutants in runoff prior to
precipitation events. Response to precipitation events is
already required under the previous permit and the only
change is that the REAP must be written and kept with the
SWPPP. A REAP template is provided in the permit for
discharger use. Preparation of a REAP should not be a
significant cost item if the discharger is already operating
in a proactive manner before storms as required under the
proposed and previous permit.

Field Sampling

The previous permit required samples to be collected and
analyzed for TSS by a certified analytical laboratory. The
cost of such sampling is dependent on the number of rain
events that may occur. Assuming four sampling locations
per site, six rain events per season, $30 per TSS analysis,
and shipping, staff estimates the annual sampling cost
under the previous permit would be approximately $800.
The updated permit requires dischargers to analyze
samples of runoff in the field using portable turbidimeters.
The cost to purchase a turbidimeter ranges between $600
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and $1,200. Staff estimates that the cost of purchasing a
field turbidimeter will be offset by not having to pay for
laboratory analyses within the first year of operation.
Therefore, the new requirements should result in equal or
less cost than the previous permit for most projects.

Data Reporting

Results of field samples must be submitted electronically
through the SMARTS within five days of receiving sample
results. This will add additional time for the QSP to
initially register each sampling location and submit data.
However, once the initial data submittal is completed, the
process is fairly streamlined. The benefit is that the data
for the project is automatically stored and will not need to
be resubmitted when completing the annual report.

Annual Reporting

Both permits require submittal of an annual report. The
previous permit required submittal of a paper annual
report. Reporting under the updated permit will be
through a reporting module in SMARTS. All data
previously submitted will be stored as part of the annual
report. The annual reporting module asks a series of
yes/no questions that streamline the reporting process.
Staff believes that the reporting process for the updated
permit will be less costly than the previous permit
requirements.
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