
S t a t e o f C a l i f o r n i a 
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 

LOS ANGELES REGION 
ORDER No. 91-94 

GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR 

PRIVATE SUBSURFACE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS 
IN AREAS WHERE GROUND WATER IS USED OR 

MAY BE USED FOR DOMESTIC PURPOSES 
( F i l e No. 91-44) 

The C a l i f o r n i a Regional Water Q u a l i t y C o n t r o l Board, Los Angeles 
Region, f i n d s : 

1. The C a l i f o r n i a Water Code r e q u i r e s t h a t any person 
d i s c h a r g i n g wastes, or proposing to discharge wastes, 
other than i n t o a community sewer system, which could 
a f f e c t the q u a l i t y of the waters of the S t a t e , s h a l l f i l e 
a Report of Waste Discharge w i t h the appropriate Regional 
Water Q u a l i t y Control Board. The Regional Board then 
s h a l l p r e s c r i b e requirements f o r t h e discharge o r 
proposed discharge of wastes. 

2. In unsewered a r e a s , household wastes c o n t a i n i n g t o t a l 
d i s s o l v e d s o l i d s , n i t r a t e s , c h l o r i d e s , b a c t e r i a , 
s u l f a t e s , s u r f a c t a n t s , and other c o n s t i t u e n t s , ar e o f t e n 
discharged through r e s i d e n t i a l p r i v a t e s u b s u r f a c e sewage 
d i s p o s a l systems. The e f f l u e n t p e r c o l a t e s through the 
s o i l and e v e n t u a l l y e n t e r s the u n d e r l y i n g ground water. 
T h i s e f f l u e n t i s considered a d i s c h a r g e o f waste t h a t 
could a f f e c t the q u a l i t y o f waters o f t h e S t a t e . 

3. Following s e v e r a l Regional Board h e a r i n g s , t h e Regional 
Board members e s t a b l i s h e d an i n t e r i m s e p t i c tank p r a c t i c e 
on June 18, 1990, r e q u i r i n g developers of r e s i d e n t i a l 
developments u t i l i z i n g p r i v a t e s u b s u r f a c e d i s p o s a l 
systems i n a r e a s where the r e c e i v i n g ground water i s used 
f o r d r i n k i n g water purposes, to submit a Report of Waste 
Discharge, accompanied by the r e s u l t s of a hydrogeologic 
study, to determine p o t e n t i a l impacts to ground water 
q u a l i t y . 
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4. Each month t h i s Board r e c e i v e s s e v e r a l Reports of Waste 
Discharge and hydrogeologic s t u d i e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 
proposed i n s t a l l a t i o n o f p r i v a t e s u b s u r f a c e sewage 
d i s p o s a l systems. 

For each s u b m i t t a l , s t a f f i s r e q u i r e d t o c o r r e l a t e s i t e 
maps and g e o l o g i c maps, perform h y d r o l o g i c 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s , mathematical c a l c u l a t i o n s , and prepare 
s i t e - s p e c i f i c Haste Discharge Requirements. Most of 
these i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e r e w i l l be s i g n i f i c a n t impact t o 
the ground water, and t h a t m i t i g a t i o n measures are 
r e q u i r e d . The e v a l u a t i o n and correspondence process 
exceeds the Regional Board's a v a i l a b l e s t a f f r e s o u r c e s , 
and i t i s a n t i c i p a t e d t h a t r e q u e s t s w i l l continue t o b e 
f i l e d . 

These circumstances i n d i c a t e t h e need to expedite the 
processing of r e q u e s t s f o r Waste Discharge Requirements 
f o r p r i v a t e subsurface sewage d i s p o s a l systems. 

5. The adoption of g e n e r a l Waste Discharge Requirements f o r 
the use of p r i v a t e subsurface sewage d i s p o s a l systems in 
r e s i d e n t i a l developments without a c c e s s to sewers would: 
(a) a l l o w the d i s c h a r g e r to waive a hydrogeologic study 

and opt f o r m i t i g a t i o n measures at the time of 
s u b m i t t a l of the Report of Waste Discharge; 

(b) s i m p l i f y and expedite t h e a p p l i c a t i o n process f o r 
the d i s c h a r g e r ; 

( c ) i n c r e a s e e f f i c i e n c y o f Regional Board s t a f f ; and 
(d) reduce Regional Board time expended on p r e p a r i n g and 

c o n s i d e r i n g i n d i v i d u a l Waste Discharge Requirements 
b y e n a b l i n g the E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r t o n o t i f y the 
d i s c h a r g e r when t h e g e n e r a l Waste Discharge 
Requirements a r e a p p l i c a b l e . 

6. These general Waste Discharge Requirements ( f o r the 
discharge o f r e s i d e n t i a l wastes t o p r i v a t e subsurface 
sewage d i s p o s a l systems i n a r e a s where t h e r e c e i v i n g 
ground water is used, or may be used, f o r domestic 
purposes), under d i r e c t i o n o f t h e E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r , 
would b e n e f i t t h e p u b l i c , t h e s t a f f and the Board by 
a c c e l e r a t i n g t h e r e v i e w p r o c e s s w i t h o u t l o s s o f 
r e g u l a t o r y j u r i s d i c t i o n and o v e r s i g h t . 
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7. The Board adopted r e v i s e d Mater Q u a l i t y C o n t r o l Plans 
f o r the Santa C l a r a R i v e r and Los Angeles R i v e r B a s i n s 
on October 22, 1990, and June 3, 1991, r e s p e c t i v e l y . The 
P l a n s c o n t a i n water q u a l i t y o b j e c t i v e s f o r ground water 
f o r a l l Hydrologic Subareas w i t h i n t h e Region. The 
requirements contained i n t h i s Order, a s they a r e met, 
w i l l be i n conformance w i t h t h e g o a l s of t h e Water 
Q u a l i t y C o n t r o l P l a n s . 

8. B e n e f i c i a l uses of ground water in t h e Los Angeles Region 
i n c l u d e m u n i c i p a l supply, a g r i c u l t u r a l supply, i n d u s t r i a l 
s e r v i c e supply and i n d u s t r i a l process supply. B e n e f i c i a l 
u ses f o r i n d i v i d u a l Hydrologic Subareas are s p e c i f i e d i n 
t h e Water Q u a l i t y Control P l a n s . 

9. The general Waste Discharge Requirements contained in 
t h i s Order would only apply t o p r i v a t e subsurface sewage 
d i s p o s a l systems f o r s i n g l e - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l 
developments of more than two homes, having g r e a t e r than 
one and l e s s than f i v e a c r e s per l o t , i n areas where 
ground water is used, or may be used, f o r domestic 
purposes. Waste Discharge Requirements a r e not n e c e s s a r y 
i n areas where i t has been determined t h a t the use o f 
p r i v a t e sewage d i s p o s a l systems w i l l not s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
impact the ground water. 

10. The issuance of Waste Discharge Requirements f o r t h e 
d i s c h a r g e s s u b j e c t t o these g e n e r a l requirements i s 
exempt from the p r o v i s i o n s of Chapter 3 (commencing w i t h 
S e c t i o n 21100) of D i v i s i o n 13 of the P u b l i c Resources 
Code pursuant to one or more or t h e f o l l o w i n g p r o v i s i o n s : 

( a ) The l e a d agency has prepared an Environmental Impact 
Report or a n e g a t i v e d e c l a r a t i o n based on f i n d i n g s 
pursuant t o C a l i f o r n i a Code of R e g u l a t i o n s , T i t l e 
14, Chapter 3, S e c t i o n 15070 which show t h a t t h e r e 
w i l l be no s i g n i f i c a n t impact on water q u a l i t y . 

(b) The i n s t a l l a t i o n and operation of p r i v a t e s u b s u r f a c e 
sewage d i s p o s a l systems w i l l cause a minor 
a l t e r a t i o n t o l a n d a s d e f i n e d i n T i t l e 14, 
C a l i f o r n i a Code of R e g u l a t i o n s , S e c t i o n 15304.

1 1 . These general Waste Discharge Requirements a r e not 
intended t o a l t e r o r supersede e x i s t i n g r e s t r i c t i o n s o r 
c o n d i t i o n s imposed by other government agencies on the 
p r o j e c t . 
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The Board has n o t i f i e d i n t e r e s t e d agencies and persons o f i t s 
i n t e n t to adopt general Waste Discharge Requirements f o r the 
use o f p r i v a t e subsurface sewage d i s p o s a l systems i n areas 
where ground water is used, or may be used, f o r domestic 
purposes and has provided them w i t h an opportunity to submit 
t h e i r w r i t t e n v i e w s and recommendations. 

The Board, i n a p u b l i c meeting, heard and considered a l l 
comments p e r t a i n i n g t o the t e n t a t i v e requirements. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 
A. APPLICABILITY 

1. T h i s Order s h a l l s e r v e as g e n e r a l Waste Discharge 
Requirements f o r the discharge of wastes from p r i v a t e 
subsurface sewage d i s p o s a l systems f o r r e s i d e n t i a l 
developments of more than two homes, averaging g r e a t e r 
than one and l e s s than f i v e a c r e s per l o t , i n a r e a s where 
ground water is used, or may be used, f o r domestic 
purposes. 

2. To q u a l i f y f o r t h i s general Order, a complete Report of 
Waste Discharge must be f i l e d , and i t must c o n t a i n : 
(a) a l i s t of a l l p r o p e r t y owners, i n c l u d i n g , c u r r e n t 

m a i l i n g addresses, w i t h i n 1500 f e e t of  t h e a d j a c e n t 
p a r c e l s owned by the same developer, or contiguous 
the property l i n e ( r u r a l ) and 500 f e e t o f t h e 
p r o p e r t y l i n e ( u r b a n ) ; 

(b) documentation t h a t t h e l o c a l l e a d agency has 
s a t i s f i e d the requirements o f t h e C a l i f o r n i a 
Environmental Q u a l i t y A c t (Chapter 3, D i v i s i o n 13, 
P u b l i c Resources Code); and 

( c ) an a c c e p t a b l e hydrogeologic r e p o r t , or a statement 
to waive a hydrogeologic r e p o r t , w i t h acceptable 
m i t i g a t i o n measures t o b e i n s t a l l e d t o p r o t e c t the 
b e n e f i c i a l uses o f t h e r e c e i v i n g ground water. 

3. F o l l o w i n g r e c e i p t of a Report of Waste Discharge 
d e s c r i b i n g such d i s c h a r g e , t h e E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r s h a l l 
determine t h a t : 
(a) such d i s c h a r g e is from a development of more than 

two s i n g l e - f a m i l y homes on l o t s averaging g r e a t e r 
than one and l e s s than f i v e a c r e s per l o t ; 
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(b) such discharge i s i n an a r e a where t h e e f f l u e n t w i l l 
e v e n t u a l l y e n t e r ground water t h a t i s used, o r may 
be used, f o r domestic or m u n i c i p a l purposes; 

( c ) the e f f l u e n t i s e n t i r e l y from domestic r e s i d e n t i a l 
s o u r c e s ; 

(d) one or both of these c o n d i t i o n s e x i s t : 
( i ) the i n s t a l l a t i o n and o p e r a t i o n o f p r i v a t e 

subsurface sewage d i s p o s a l systems w i l l cause 
a minor a l t e r a t i o n t o l a n d as defined i n T i t l e 
14, C a l i f o r n i a Code of R e g u l a t i o n s , S e c t i o n 
15304, or 

( i i ) the l e a d agency has prepared a n Environmental 
Impact Report or a n e g a t i v e d e c l a r a t i o n based 
on f i n d i n g s pursuant t o C a l i f o r n i a Code o f 
Re g u l a t i o n s , T i t l e 14, Chapter 3, S e c t i o n 15070 
which show t h a t t h e r e w i l l be no s i g n i f i c a n t 
impact on water q u a l i t y , or t h a t water q u a l i t y 
impacts can be m i t i g a t e d . 

I n the event the E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r s o f i n d s , h e s h a l l 
n o t i f y the a p p l i c a n t , i n w r i t i n g , t h a t the proposed 
private subsurface sewage disposal systems are subject 
to this order. 

4. Notwithstanding the above p r o v i s i o n s , i n d i v i d u a l cases 
may be brought to t h e Board f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n of Haste 
Discharge Requirements when deemed a p p r o p r i a t e by the 
E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r . 

B. RESPONSIBILITY 
1. The a p p l i c a n t (developer) must s p e c i f y an e n t i t y or 

agency ( h e r e i n a f t e r c a l l e d t h e D i s c h a r g e r ) accepting 
permanent r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e Waste Discharge 
Requirements and ground water monitoring and r e p o r t i n g 
program f o r the r e s i d e n t i a l development. The Discharger 
must comply w i t h a l l c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e s e Waste Discharge 
Requirements. The a p p l i c a n t i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
compliance w i t h t h i s Order up to t h e time t h a t a w r i t t e n 
agreement between t h e a p p l i c a n t and t h e Discharger 
becomes e f f e c t i v e . The a p p l i c a n t s h a l l p r ovide a copy 
of the t r a n s f e r agreement to the Regional Board 30 days 
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before i t s e f f e c t i v e date. V i o l a t i o n s may r e s u l t i n 
enforcement a c t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g R e g i o n a l Board Orders or 
c o u r t o r d e r s , r e q u i r i n g c o r r e c t i v e a c t i o n o r imposing 
c i v i l monetary l i a b i l i t y , or i n m o d i f i c a t i o n or 
r e v o c a t i o n of t h e s e Waste Discharge Requirements by the 
Regional Board. 

2. These Waste Discharge Requirements become e f f e c t i v e upon 
r e c e i p t by the Regional Board of w r i t t e n c o n f i r m a t i o n of 
acceptance of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y by t h e D i s c h a r g e r . 

3. The a p p l i c a n t or D i s c h a r g e r must submit evidence of 
i n s t a l l a t i o n of m i t i g a t i o n measures as proposed by the 
a p p l i c a n t , by a l e t t e r of proof to the Regional Board, 
c e r t i f y i n g under p e n a l t y o f p e r j u r y , t h a t m i t i g a t i o n 
measures were completed. The l e t t e r must be submitted 
t o t h i s Regional Board 90 days p r i o r t o commencement of 
discharge. 
Acceptable m i t i g a t i o n measures i n c l u d e , but are not 
l i m i t e d t o : 
(a) i n s t a l l a t i o n o f dry l i n e l a t e r a l sewers extending 

from each r e s i d e n t i a l u n i t , and t e r m i n a t i n g at a 
p u b l i c ( a c c e s s ) road; 

(b) a l t e r n a t i v e sewage treatment and d i s p o s a l systems 
t h a t a r e acceptable t o t h e Board and t h e l o c a l 
governing h e a l t h agency. 

4 . The Discharger must n o t i f y t h e E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r , i n 
w r i t i n g , a t l e a s t 3 0 days i n advance o f any proposed 
t r a n s f e r o f t h i s Order's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and coverage t o 
a new D i s c h a r g e r . The n o t i c e must i n c l u d e a w r i t t e n 
agreement between t h e e x i s t i n g and new D i s c h a r g e r 
c o n t a i n i n g a s p e c i f i c date f o r t h e t r a n s f e r o f 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y under t h i s Order and compliance between 
the c u r r e n t Discharger and t h e new D i s c h a r g e r . Such 
agreement s h a l l i n c l u d e an acknowledgement t h a t the 
e x i s t i n g D i s c h a r g e r i s l i a b l e f o r v i o l a t i o n s u p t o the 
t r a n s f e r date, and t h a t the new D i s c h a r g e r i s l i a b l e from 
the t r a n s f e r date on. 

C. DISCHARGE PROHIBITIONS 
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1 . Wastes discharged s h a l l be l i m i t e d t o domestic sewage 
o n l y ; no i n d u s t r i a l or commercial wastes s h a l l be 
discharged. 

2. No  water s o f t e n e r r e g e n e r a t i o n b r i n e s s h a l l be 
discharged. 

D. WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS 
1 . The p r i v a t e sewage d i s p o s a l s ystem(s) s h a l l be maintained 

so t h a t a t no time w i l l sewage be permi t t e d t o s u r f a c e 
o r overflow a t any l o c a t i o n . 

2. Wastes discharged s h a l l at no time c o n t a i n any substance 
i n co n c e n t r a t i o n s t o x i c t o human, p l a n t , or a q u a t i c l i f e . 

3. The p r i v a t e sewage d i s p o s a l system(s) s h a l l be p r o t e c t e d 
from damage by storm f l o w s or r u n o f f . 

4. Odors of sewage o r i g i n s h a l l not be p e r c e i v a b l e beyond 
the l i m i t s o f the i n d i v i d u a l l o t . 

5. There s h a l l be no o n - s i t e d i s p o s a l of septage. Any 
o f f s i t e d i s p o s a l o f septage s h a l l b e only t o a l e g a l 
p o i n t o f d i s p o s a l , w i t h t h e approval o f t h e l e g a l 
d i s p o s a l s i t e Operator. For purposes o f these 
requirements, a l e g a l d i s p o s a l s i t e i s one f o r which 
requirements have been e s t a b l i s h e d by a C a l i f o r n i a 
Regional Water Q u a l i t y C o n t r o l Board and which i s i n f u l l 
compliance t h e r e w i t h . Any septage handling s h a l l b e i n 
such a manner a s t o p r e v e n t i t s r e a c h i n g s u r f a c e waters 
or watercourses. 

6. No p a r t of t h e p r i v a t e s u b s u r f a c e sewage d i s p o s a l system 
s h a l l b e c l o s e r than 150 f e e t t o any water w e l l o r c l o s e r 
t h a n 100 f e e t to any stream, channel or other 
watercourse. 

7. No p a r t o f t h e seepage p i t o r l e a c h f i e l d f o r t h e p r i v a t e 
sewage d i s p o s a l system s h a l l extend t o a depth where 
wastes may d e l e t e r i o u s l y a f f e c t a n a q u i f e r t h a t i s usable 
f o r domestic purposes. I n n o case nay the seepage p i t 
or l e a c h f i e l d extend t o w i t h i n 10 f e e t o f the zone of 
h i s t o r i c o r a n t i c i p a t e d h i g h ground water l e v e l . The 
Discharger must submit c e r t i f i c a t i o n t h a t the seepage 
p i t s or l e a c h f i e l d s meet t h i s requirement. 
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8. Neither t h e treatment nor the d i s c h a r g e of waste s h a l l 
c r e a t e a c o n d i t i o n of p o l l u t i o n , contamination, or 
nuisance. 

E. MONITORING AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
1 . The Discharger s h a l l f u r n i s h , under p e n a l t y o f p e r j u r y , 

t e c h n i c a l monitoring program r e p o r t s ; such r e p o r t s s h a l l 
b e submitted i n accordance w i t h s p e c i f i c a t i o n s prepared 
b y the E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r , which s p e c i f i c a t i o n s are 
s u b j e c t to p e r i o d i c r e v i s i o n s as may be warranted. 

2. A l l monitoring instruments and d e v i c e s used by the 
Discharger t o f u l f i l l t he p r e s c r i b e d monitoring program 
s h a l l be p r o p e r l y maintained and c a l i b r a t e d as n e c e s s a r y 
t o ensure t h e i r continued accuracy. 

3. Unless otherwise p e r m i t t e d by the Regional Board 
E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r , a l l a n a l y s e s s h a l l b e conducted a t a 
l a b o r a t o r y c e r t i f i e d f o r such a n a l y s e s b y the S t a t e 
Department of H e a l t h S e r v i c e s , or approved by t h e 
E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r . A l l a n a l y s e s s h a l l b e r e q u i r e d t o b e 
conducted i n accordance w i t h the l a t e s t e d i t i o n o f 
"Guidelines E s t a b l i s h i n g T e s t Procedures f o r A n a l y s i s o f 
P o l l u t a n t s " promulgated by t h e U.S. Environmental 
P r o t e c t i o n Agency. 

4 . The Discharger s h a l l r e t a i n r e c o r d s o f a l l monitoring 
information i n c l u d i n g a l l c a l i b r a t i o n and maintenance 
records, copies o f a l l r e p o r t s r e q u i r e d b y t h i s Order, 
and records o f a l l data used t o complete t h e a p p l i c a t i o n 
f o r t h i s Order. Records s h a l l b e maintained f o r a 
minimum of t h r e e y e a r s from t h e date of t h e sample, 
measurement, or r e p o r t . T h i s p e r i o d may be extended 
during the course o f any u n r e s o l v e d l i t i g a t i o n r e g a r d i n g 
t h i s discharge or when requested by t h e Regional Board 
E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r . 

Records o f monitoring i n f o r m a t i o n s h a l l i n c l u d e : 
( a ) The date, e x a c t p l a c e , and time of sampling or 

measurements; 
(b) The i n d i v i d u a l ( s ) who performed t h e sampling or 

measurements; 
( c ) The d a t e ( s ) a n a l y s e s were performed; 
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(d) The i n d i v i d u a l ( s ) who performed t h e a n a l y s e s ; 
(e) The a n a l y t i c a l techniques or method used; and 
( f ) The r e s u l t s o f such a n a l y s e s . 

5 . A l l a p p l i c a t i o n r e p o r t s o r i n f o r m a t i o n t o b e submitted 
t o the E x e c u t i v e o f f i c e r s h a l l b e s i g n e d and c e r t i f i e d 
a s f o l l o w s ; 

(a) For a c o r p o r a t i o n — by a p r i n c i p a l e x e c u t i v e 
o f f i c e r o r a t l e a s t the l e v e l o f v i c e p r e s i d e n t . 

(b) For a p a r t n e r s h i p or s o l e p r o p r i e t o r s h i p — by a 
general p a r t n e r o r the p r o p r i e t o r , r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

( c ) For a m u n i c i p a l i t y , S t a t e , F e d e r a l , or other p u b l i c 
agency — by e i t h e r a p r i n c i p a l e x e c u t i v e o f f i c e r 
o r r a n k i n g e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l . 

A duly a u t h o r i z e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the person designated 
above may s i g n documents i f : 
(a) The a u t h o r i z a t i o n i s made i n w r i t i n g by the person 

described above; 
(b) The a u t h o r i z a t i o n s p e c i f i e s an i n d i v i d u a l or person 

having r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the o v e r a l l operation o f 
the r e g u l a t e d d i s p o s a l system; and 

( c ) The w r i t t e n a u t h o r i z a t i o n i s submitted t o t h e 
E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r . 

6. Each r e p o r t s h a l l c o n t a i n t h e f o l l o w i n g completed 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n : 
" I c e r t i f y under p e n a l t y o f law t h a t I have p e r s o n a l l y 
examined and am f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e i n f o r m a t i o n submitted 
i n t h i s document and a l l attachments and t h a t , based on 
my i n q u i r y of those i n d i v i d u a l s immediately r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r o b t a i n i n g t h e i n f o r m a t i o n , I b e l i e v e t h a t the 
information is t r u e , a c c u r a t e , and complete. I am aware 
t h a t t h e r e a r e s i g n i f i c a n t p e n a l t i e s f o r s u b m i t t i n g f a l s e 
i n f o r m a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f f i n e and 
imprisonment. 
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Executed on t h e day of at 
( S i g n a t u r e ) 
( T i t l e ) " 

F. PROVISIONS 

1 . Wit h i n s i x months a f t e r a community wastewater c o l l e c t i o n 
(sewer) system becomes a v a i l a b l e , each r e s i d e n c e s h a l l 
connect to t h e community sewer system and p r o p e r l y c l o s e 
the p r i v a t e s u b s u r f a c e sewage d i s p o s a l s y s t e m ( s ) . 

2. The Discharger s h a l l submit the a s - b u i l t c o n s t r u c t i o n 
and operation d e t a i l s of the p r i v a t e s u b s u r f a c e sewage 
d i s p o s a l system to t h e Board f o r r e v i e w w i t h i n 90 days 
a f t e r the system i s i n p l a c e . 

3. A copy of these Waste Discharge Requirements s h a l l be 
maintained at t h e o f f i c e of t h e D i s c h a r g e r and be 
a v a i l a b l e a t a l l times t o l o c a l r e s i d e n t s . 

4. In the event of a m a t e r i a l change in the c h a r a c t e r , 
l o c a t i o n , or volume of a d i s c h a r g e , the Discharger s h a l l 
f i l e w i t h t h i s Regional Board a new Report of Waste 
Discharge. A m a t e r i a l change i n c l u d e s , but is not 
l i m i t e d t o , t h e f o l l o w i n g : 
(a) S i g n i f i c a n t change i n d i s p o s a l method; o r 
(b) S i g n i f i c a n t change i n the d i s p o s a l a r e a ; o r 
( c ) S i g n i f i c a n t i n c r e a s e i n f l o w . 

5. These Waste Discharge Requirements a r e s u b j e c t to review 
and r e v i s i o n by t h e Regional Board. 

6. Where the D i s c h a r g e r becomes aware t h a t i t f a i l e d t o 
submit any r e l e v a n t f a c t s in a Report of Waste Discharge, 
or submitted i n c o r r e c t i n f o r m a t i o n in a Report of Waste 
Discharge o r i n any r e p o r t t o t h e R e g i o n a l Board, i t 
s h a l l promptly submit such f a c t s o r i n f o r m a t i o n . 

7. T h i s Order does not convey any p r o p e r t y r i g h t s of any 
s o r t o r any e x c l u s i v e p r i v i l e g e s . The requirements 
p r e s c r i b e d h e r e i n do not a u t h o r i z e the commission of any 
a c t causing i n j u r y t o persons o r p r o p e r t y , d o not p r o t e c t 
the Discharger from h i s l i a b i l i t y under F e d e r a l , S t a t e 
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or l o c a l laws, nor do they c r e a t e a v e s t e d r i g h t f o r 
the Discharger to continue the waste d i s c h a r g e . 

8. These requirements n e i t h e r exempt t h e d i s c h a r g e r from 
compliance w i t h any other l a w s , r e g u l a t i o n s , or 
ordinances which may be a p p l i c a b l e , nor l e g a l i z e the 
waste d i s c h a r g e . 

9. P r o v i s i o n s of these Waste Discharge Requirements are 
s e v e r a b l e . I f any p r o v i s i o n o f these requirements i s 
found i n v a l i d , the remainder o f these requirements s h a l l 
not be a f f e c t e d . 

10. The Discharger s h a l l , a t a l l times, p r o p e r l y operate and 
maintain a l l f a c i l i t i e s and systems o f treatment and 
c o n t r o l (and r e l a t e d appurtenances) which are i n s t a l l e d 
or used by the Discharger to achieve compliance w i t h 
c o n d i t i o n s o f t h i s Order. 

11. The Discharger s h a l l a l l o w the Regional Board, or an 
authorized r e p r e s e n t a t i v e upon the p r e s e n t a t i o n of 
c r e d e n t i a l s and other documents as may be r e q u i r e d by 
law, t o : 
(a) E n t e r upon the D i s c h a r g e r ' s premises where a 

re g u l a t e d f a c i l i t y o r a c t i v i t y i s l o c a t e d o r 
conducted, or where r e c o r d s must be kept under the 
c o n d i t i o n s o f t h i s order; 

(b) Have access t o , and copy, at reasonable t i m e s , any 
records t h a t must be kept under the c o n d i t i o n s of 
t h i s Order; 

( c ) I n s p e c t a t reasonable t i m e s , any f a c i l i t i e s , 
equipment ( i n c l u d i n g monitoring and c o n t r o l 
equipment), p r a c t i c e s , or operations r e g u l a t e d or 
r e q u i r e d under t h i s Order; and 

(d) Sample or monitor at reasonable t i m e s , f o r the 
purposes of a s s u r i n g compliance w i t h t h i s Order, or 
as otherwise a u t h o r i z e d by the C a l i f o r n i a Water 
Code, any substances or parameters at any l o c a t i o n . 

12. I n a n enforcement a c t i o n , i t s h a l l not b e a defense f o r 
the Discharger t h a t i t would have been necessary t o h a l t 
o r t o reduce the p e r m i t t e d a c t i v i t y i n order t o maintain 
compliance w i t h t h i s Order. Upon r e d u c t i o n , l o s s , or 
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f a i l u r e o f the p r i v a t e subsurface sewage d i s p o s a l system, 
the Discharger s h a l l , t o the e x t e n t necessary t o maintain 
compliance w i t h t h i s Order, c o n t r o l a l l d i s c h a r g e s u n t i l 
t h e system i s r e s t o r e d o r a n a l t e r n a t i v e method o f 
treatment i s provided. 

13. The Discharger s h a l l r e p o r t any noncompliance which may 
endanger h e a l t h or the environment. Any such i n f o r m a t i o n 
s h a l l b e provided v e r b a l l y t o the E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r 
w i t h i n 24 hours from t h e time t h e Discharger becomes 
aware of the circumstances. A w r i t t e n s u b m i t t a l s h a l l 
a l s o be provided w i t h i n f i v e days of the time the 
Discharger becomes aware of the circumstances. The 
w r i t t e n s u b m i t t a l s h a l l c o n t a i n a d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e 
noncompliance and i t s cause; the p e r i o d of noncompliance, 
i n c l u d i n g e x a c t dates and times; and i f t h e noncompliance 
has not been c o r r e c t e d , the a n t i c i p a t e d time i t i s 
expected to continue and s t e p s taken or planned to 
reduce, e l i m i n a t e , and prevent r e c u r r e n c e of the 
noncompliance. The E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r , or an authorized 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , may waive the w r i t t e n r e p o r t on a c a s e -
by-case b a s i s i f the o r a l r e p o r t has been r e c e i v e d w i t h i n 
24 hours. The f o l l o w i n g o c c u r r e n c e ( s ) must be reported 
to the E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r w i t h i n 24 hours: 

(a) any overflow or s u r f a c i n g of sewage, or leakage from 
the p r i v a t e subsurface sewage d i s p o s a l system; 

(b) any bypass from any p o r t i o n of the system. 
I , Robert P . G h i r e l l i , E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r , d o hereby c e r t i f y t h a t 
the foregoing i s a f u l l , t r u e and c o r r e c t copy of an Order adopted 
by the C a l i f o r n i a Regional Water Q u a l i t y Control Board, Los Angeles 
Region on J u l y 22, 1991. 

ROBERT P. GHIRELLI, D.Env. 
E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r 
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SUPPLEMENT TO REPORT OF WASTE DISCHARGE 
PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS 

(SEPTIC TANKS) 

A Report of Waste Discharge (RoWD) must be submitted for proposed developments of 
more than two lots between one and five acres in size. The RoWD must include the 
results of a hydrogeologic study addressing cumulative and regional water quality 
impacts, as well as effects on local ground water. The study must also demonstrate 
that the proposed private sewage disposal system(s) will not significantly contribute to 
nitrate, total dissolved solids, or other potentially serious conditions in the ground water. 
The hydrogeologic study shall address the following concerns: 

A. Development density and trends. 

B. The number and location of current and proposed water supply wells within a 
one-mile radius of the proposed project. 

C. The current ground water quality and depth to ground water, based on analyses 
of current water quality samples from existing ground water wells. At a minimum, 
this water quality report must include: 

1. Well identification and description of overall condition of each well and its 
sanitary seals. 

2. EPA priority pollutant metals, nitrate (NO3), chloride (CI), sulfate (SO4) 
and total dissolved solids (TDS) concentration in the ground water. 

D. A geologic assessment of the site including depth to bedrock, type of bedrock 
(fractured, impermeable, etc.), type and depth of soil, and the results of 
percolation tests. 

E. The quantity of sewage expected to be generated by the project. 

F. The potential impacts of the completed project on the quality of the ground water 
in the area, both individually and considering the cumulative effects of present 
and proposed projects in the vicinity. 

G. The provisions which will be made to connect the project to a possible future 
community sewer system. 

In addition, a proposed ground water monitoring program must be described in the 
Report of Waste Discharge. The program must be designed to evaluate potential water 
quality degradation caused by the private sewage disposal system. The discharger 
must identify a responsible organization or agency to insure that the conditions of the 
permit are carried out. The provisions of the ground water monitoring program will be 
specified in the Waste Discharge Requirements. 
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MINIMUM INFORMATION FOR HYDROGEOLOGIC REPORTS 

Project Location (include map coordinates) 
Project Description (include acreage, no. of lots, etc.) 
Developer 
Tract number 
Adjacent Projects 
Discharge volume in gallons per day/dwelling unit 
Results of percolation tests 
Results of soil evaluation 
Tract map 
Geologic map 
Any blue line stream on property? 
Data on existing wells (well locations, drillers' logs) 
Ground water quality at nearest wells and aquifer average (TDS, nitrate, chloride, 

sulfate, etc.) 
Proposed sites of monitoring wells 
Depth to ground water 
Depth to bedrock 
Local rate of precipitation (inches/year) 
Aquifer characteristics at project location (Area, volume, lithology, total porosity, 

specific yield, transmissivity, hydraulic conductivity, hydraulic gradient and 
direction, recharge rate, etc.) 

Projected impacts on quality on ground water 
Individual effects in specific area of this project (estimated) impact on nearest 

well - nitrate, TDS, chloride, sulfate, etc.) 
Cumulative effects of present and proposed local projects (estimated impact on 

nearest well and on the aquifer - nitrate, TDS, chloride, sulfate, etc.) 
Mitigation measures necessary 
Proposed mitigation measures 

Note: Any calculations made must show the equation(s) used and the 
assumptions made. 

Vbc 8/6/99 
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