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August 31, 2010 
 
 
 
Mr. Joe Sutton 
PG&E - Humboldt Bay Generating Station 
1000 King Salmon Avenue 
Eureka, CA  95503-6859 
 
Dear Mr. Sutton: 
 
Subject:  Amendment to the Clean Water Act Section 401 Certification (Water 

Quality Certification) for the PG&E Humboldt Bay Repowering Project 
 
File:  PG&E - Humboldt Bay Repowering Project  

WDID No. 1B08131WNHU 
 
On July 13, 2010, we received a letter from Ms. Dena Parish, PG&E’s Environmental 
Compliance Manager for the Humboldt Bay Generating Station (HBGS), requesting an 
amendment of Additional Condition Number 9 of the Clean Water Act Section 401 
Water Quality Certification for the Humboldt Bay Repowering Project.  Additional 
Condition No. 9 of the Water Quality Certification requires that PG&E implement the 
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting measures contained in the Buhne Point Wetlands 
Preserve Mitigation and Monitoring Plan (Mitigation Plan).  The Buhne Point Wetlands 
Preserve (Preserve) consists of nine wetland creation and enhancement areas. 
 
The Mitigation Plan provides for onsite creation of 1.496 acres of three-parameter 
wetlands to compensate for permanent impacts to 0.223 acres of federal jurisdictional 
wetlands.  Wetland mitigation areas MIT-1 and MIT-2 are designed to provide for 
creation of 0.433 acre and 1.063 acres of three-parameter wetlands respectively.  
Wetland creation in the MIT-2 area is complete and the area is currently being 
monitored.  Wetland creation within the MIT-1 mitigation area is scheduled for 
construction after the area is no longer needed as a temporary parking area for the 
Humboldt Bay Repowering Project (HBRP).  Wetland creation and/or enhancement 
activities have commenced at all of the other HBRP mitigation areas except for MIT-1 
due its ongoing use as a temporary parking lot for the HBRP. 
 
At the time the Mitigation Plan for the HBRP was being prepared, the schedule for the 
Humboldt Bay Decommissioning Project (HBDP) was unknown.  Certain elements of 
the HBDP have already commenced and the HBDP project is currently moving forward.   
Due to the limited amount of available parking space within the entire Humboldt Bay 
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Generating Station property, PG&E requested an amendment to Additional Condition 
Number 9 of the Water Quality Certification to allow continued use of the MIT-1 area as 
a temporary parking area during the HBDP and to delay creation of the MIT-1 wetlands 
and until after the HBDP is completed.  The HBDP is scheduled for completion in 2016. 
  
As stated above, Additional Condition Number 9 of the Water Quality Certification 
requires that PG&E implement the mitigation, monitoring and reporting measures 
contained in the Mitigation Plan.  The language contained in Additional Condition 
Number 9 remains applicable to the HBRP mitigation activities as well as the Mitigation 
Plan and any approved revisions.  Therefore, it is not necessary to amended Additional 
Condition Number 9 in order to allow PG&E to delay wetland creation at MIT-1 until the 
HBDP is complete. 
 
Additional Condition Number 15 of the Water Quality Certification requires that PG&E 
obtain written approval from the Regional Water Board Executive Officer prior to 
implementing any change to the project that may have a significant or material effect on 
the findings, conclusions, or conditions of the Certification.  Revising the Mitigation Plan 
to delay wetland creation and associated monitoring at the MIT-1 area until after the 
HBDP is completed is considered a significant change to the Mitigation Plan.  Based on 
the wetland mitigation activities that have been completed to date and the associated 
monitoring results, I approve the proposed revision to the Mitigation Plan to allow 
wetland creation at MIT-1 to be further delayed until the HBDP is complete.  
 
If you have any questions or comments, please contact Dean Prat at (707) 576-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Catherine Kuhlman 
Executive Officer 
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cc:      Ms. Dena Perish, PG&E - Humboldt Bay Generating Station, 1000 King Salmon 

Ave., Eureka, CA  95503-6859 
 


