
 
 
 

 
 

 

July 17, 2012 
 
 
 
Mr. Eric Nelson 
P.O. Box 576 
Loleta, CA  95551 
 
Dear Mr. Nelson: 
 
Subject:  Amendment to the Federal Clean Water Act, Section 401, Water Quality 

Certification for the Salmon Creek Estuary Enhancement Phase II 
 
File: USFWS – Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge, Salmon Creek Estuary 

Enhancement Phase II (WDID No. 1B10009WNHU) 
 
On June 14, 2012, we received your letter requesting an amendment to the August 4, 
2010, Federal Clean Water Act, section 401, Water Quality Certification (Certification) 
for the Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge), Salmon Creek Estuary 
Enhancement Phase II.  Aquatic habitat enhancement activities authorized by the 
Certification and completed on the Refuge in 2011 included expansion of a network of 
tidal and estuarine channels and construction of four off-channel ponds.  Monitoring of 
the off-channel ponds by the California Department of Fish and Game indicates the 
ponds are providing valuable habitat for juvenile steelhead and coho salmon during 
winter and spring flows.  Your letter states that efficient implementation of Phase II 
construction activities resulted in funds remaining available for additional habitat 
enhancement activities along Salmon Creek. 
  
The Refuge has requested an amendment to the Certification to construct a fifth off-
channel pond using the remaining funds.  The fifth pond will be constructed immediately 
upstream of the upper most pond where the greatest number of fish were present 
during winter and spring flows.  Several floodplain swales will also be created to direct 
overbank flows and juvenile salmonids into the pond and ultimately to Salmon Creek.  
Estuarine and palustrine wetlands that are tidal, semi-permanently flooded, and 
seasonally flooded will be created.  Direct impacts to Salmon Creek will be limited to 
one location where the fifth pond will be connected to the recently realigned and 
enhanced Salmon Creek stream channel.  Construction of the additional pond and 
associated swales will permanently impact 0.64 acre of existing wetlands in diked 
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former tidelands and approximately 0.12 acre of riparian habitat.  Excavated material 
(5,120 cubic yards) from the additional pond will also be used to maintain and repair the 
Refuge’s perimeter dike. 
 
Condition No. 12 of the August 4, 2010 Certification states, “Prior to implementing any 
change to the project that may have a significant or material effect on the findings, 
conclusions, or conditions of this Order, the Applicant shall obtain the written approval 
of the Regional Water Board Executive Officer.”  In response to your request, I hereby 
issue an amendment to the Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge, Salmon Creek 
Estuary Enhancement Phase II Water Quality Certification Order (WDID No. 
1B10009WNHU) authorizing construction of the additional off-channel pond and 
associated channels according to the project description provided in your amendment 
request letter.  I certify that the remainder of the Water Quality Certification sections of 
the August 4, 2010 Certification Order are still valid. 
 
If you have any questions or comments, please call Dean Prat at (707) 576-2801. 
 
 Original Signed By 
 
__________________________ 

Matthais St. John 
Executive Officer 
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cc: Mr. Aldaron Laird, Trinity Associates, 980 7th Street, Arcata, CA  95521 
 
Electronic 
Copy to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, District Engineer, 601 Startare Drive, Box 

14, Eureka, CA  95501 
 Ms. Jane Hicks, U.S. Army Corps., Regulatory Functions, 1455 Market 

Street, San Francisco, CA  94103-1398


