
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

September 9, 2013 
 
 
Mr. Doug Dinsmore 
Humboldt County Public Works Department 
1106 2nd Street 
Eureka, CA  95501 
 
 
Dear Mr. Dinsmore: 
 
Subject:  Amendment to the Federal Clean Water Act, Section 401, Water Quality 

Certification for the Price Creek Road Bridge Scour Protection Project 
 
File: Humboldt Co. DPW – Price Creek Rd. at Price Creek, Two Bridges Scour 

Protection (WDID No. 1B13036WNHU) 
 
On August 15, 2013, we received your request for an amendment to the June 7, 2013, 
Federal Clean Water Act, section 401, Water Quality Certification (Certification) for 
activities associated with installation of rock slope protection (RSP) to protect two bridge 
structures on Price Creek Road from additional erosion and scour during high flows in 
Price Creek.  An amendment to this Certification was requested to allow for installation of 
additional RSP to a scour area that was recently discovered along the right streambank. 
 
Condition No. 12 of the Certification states, “All project work shall be conducted as 
described in this Order and in the application submitted by the Applicant.  Prior to 
implementing any change to the project that may have a significant or material effect on 
the findings, conclusions, or conditions of this Order, the Applicant shall obtain the written 
approval of the Regional Water Board Executive Officer.”  The Certification authorizes 
installation of approximately 100 tons of rock riprap along the left streambank to protect 
the abutment of the bridge at Post Mile 2.0 from additional scour. 
  
Activities to repair scour along the right streambank and bridge abutment will be very 
similar to previously authorized activities to repair scour along the left abutment.  Repairs 
to the right streambank will consist of excavating a 15-foot long, 2-foot wide, and 1-foot 
deep toe-trench along the downstream half of the bridge abutment and wingwall, and 
backfilling the toe-trench with 10-15 tons of half-ton to 2-ton RSP.  A large concrete slab 
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located mid-channel at the upstream dripline of the bridge is suspected of causing the low 
flow channel to shift from the left bank to the right bank and additional scour along the 
right streambank.  The concrete slab will also be removed during RSP installation. 
 
I hereby acknowledge that the project description for the Humboldt County DPW – Price 
Creek Road at Price Creek, Two Bridges Scour Protection, Water Quality Certification Order 
(WDID No. 1B13036WNHU) includes scour repairs and associated RSP installation to the 
right streambank as described above and certify that the remainder of the Water Quality 
Certification sections of the Order are still valid. 
 
If you have any questions or comments, please contact Dean Prat at (707) 576-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original signed by David Leland for 
 
Matthias St. John 
Executive Officer 
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Original sent to: Mr. Doug Dinsmore, Humboldt County Public Works Department, 

1106 2nd Street, Eureka, CA  95501 
Electronic 
Copy to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, District Engineer,  
  601 Startare Drive, Box 14, Eureka, CA  95501 
 Ms. Jane Hicks, U.S. Army Corps., Regulatory Functions,  

 1455 Market Street, San Francisco, CA  94103-1398


